Susan Bucknall

Tape 1 


OK my name’s Anne Austin. I’m interviewing Susan Bucknall, Sue, at Cerebral Palsy Midlands and it’s Wednesday 31 May 2006. I’d like to begin by asking you when and where you were born?

I was born in Birmingham but I don’t know what hospital I was born in.

And when were you born?

I was born in 1949.

And can you tell me about your names and why they were chosen?

My name is Susan Anita Bucknall. I believe Anita was my real mum’s name and my father chose Susan because he liked it.

And can you tell me a bit about what you know about your birth?

I was born with cerebral palsy and I couldn’t sit up, I couldn’t feed meself, I couldn’t dress meself and I was really… I felt like a cabbage but I kept on. Me mum kept me walking and me dad and helped me to walk and she fed me. She fed and she did it pretty well. Because I ‘ad cerebral it was difficult for me mum ‘cos she had other people rely on and I’m grateful for what she did because she brought me up and [?]. If me dad ‘adn’t ‘ave got married again, I wouldn’t be like I am now.

And your real mum, your first mum?

Me first mum: I would ‘ave loved to ‘ave met ‘er but unfortunately, whatever happened, she passed away when I was born.

Have you been told anything about that?

No.

You don’t know whether she was ill or…?

No.

She died actually at the time of your birth?

She died at my birth, yes.

And did your father or anybody talk about how you were treated at the time of your birth, whether you…?

It must ‘ave been very difficult for Dad because ‘e didn’t know what ‘appened, you know, ‘e didn’t know what was going to happen you know. Me mum’s mum said, ‘Get married’ because ‘e was going out with this lady and he must have brought this other lady [?] to where I was in care and I was told they were getting married. Me Nan said to ‘er – me mum’s mum – she said, ‘Well if you want ‘er, don’t give ‘er away, get ‘er out and get married and we will ‘elp you all that we can.’ ‘Cos I would ‘ave been floppy you know. I couldn’t sit up and it was difficult for me.

So they advised your dad?

So they advised me dad to get married and have me home.

And what was going to happen to you? What did they say should happen to you?

Well, they said to me I would have a better life you know. ‘We will ‘elp ‘er all we can’ and I think they did. They made me ‘cos if I didn’t, I would have been in a wheelchair. 

And do you know who took care of you in those very early days?

I think me mum took care of me in the early days and me brother helped me, me real brother helped me. You know he’d take care of me and did all, you know, he’d take care.

When you were quite small?

Yes.

And do you know how soon after your birth your father remarried?

[Voice in background.] I don’t really know how soon after me birth he got married again.

[Banging sound in background.] What are your earliest memories? What do you remember?

I remember in the early days and you know, me other sisters playing and I thought to myself, ‘Oh, why I can’t do that? Why am I like this? Why am I on this earth, you know?’ Of course I wanted to be normal and I said to me sister, ‘Oh I’d love to do that’ and she says to me, ‘Well, you can.’ I said, ‘Well.’ [Voice in background.] I said, ‘For God’s sake, I can’t walk’ and she said, ‘It doesn’t matter if you can’t, I can always give you a chair and you can always join in.’ And they were playing skipping and she put me in the chair and she gave me the skipping rope and I turned the rope and you know. And [?] to wash-up because me mum was at work and I said to ‘er, ‘I wish I could do that’ and she said, ‘You can.’ I said, ‘I can’t’ and she said, ‘You can.’ I said, ‘I can’t. Look at me, I can’t.’ She said, ‘What you can’t do you can do’ you know what I mean? And she put me in a chair by the sink and I washed up and she dried up.

That was your stepsister?  

Yeah.

And your stepmum?

Yeah. 

So yes, you were included in…?

Basically I was included in everythink because she wouldn’t leave me out. Whatever they do I ‘ad to join in.  

What about your father? Can you remember? What are your earliest memories of being with your father?  

Well, me dad treated me like ‘e did… I think ‘e worried, ‘e kept on shouting at me, you know because I was cerebral palsy. He kept on shouting at me, and I didn’t realise what he was shouting at me about. It was difficult for me ‘cos you know he kept on shouting, I couldn’t do this, I couldn’t do that. It wasn’t my fault. ‘E was thinking I could do it, where everybody else… and then they were bad for me and I couldn’t, I can remember ‘e shouted at me and put me to bed and then me mum…

[End of recording.] 

[The End of Tape 1.]
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