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I’m with Alan on the 23rd February.   OK. Alan: I think we left off last week, where we were talking about your time in your first mainstream school.

Right.

In Milton Keynes.   Is there anything else you want to add to that?

I dunno.  I can’t say any more on the subject really.  [Interviewer laughs] Something rather significant was that the head teacher of the secondary modern school; a really nice, well-respected guy, and I was down to teach a class, every week, and they were horrible.  You didn’t need a degree in teaching; you needed to be an animal trainer.  They were absolutely the pits: and that first week I just… despaired of it.  The second week, I was determined that I was going to win them round, so I kind of picked out three or four ring-leaders, and got their names, and said ‘I’m going to write to your parents; but for now, you can go,’ and I kicked them out of the class:  and I did write to their parents, and the third week, they all filed into my class, and dead quiet; followed by the head teacher, who whispered in my ear, [whispering] ‘I’m so sorry.  You should never ever have been put with this rabble,’ and then he said, ‘Why are they so quiet?  This class is notorious. How have you got them so quiet?  How have you got them to respond to you?’   ‘My personality, ’ I said, [interviewer laughs] and he walked out: and I thought that was very significant, that non-disabled teachers found them really hard going, but after the second week, they were no trouble: none whatsoever; and whether that’s anything to do with my bolshiness, [interviewer laughs] or my disability, I don’t know, but I won that one.
Good.

Yeah, and other members of staff commented, ‘How do you do it?  They don’t behave for us.’  And those four parents came to the school.  They were irate that I’d picked on their little darlings: [interviewer laughs] and, they, you know, a little bit terrifying for me to meet them: but I talked to them, and one dad said, ‘How did a guy like you ever become a teacher? You must have some guts.’  I said, ‘Yeah I have, to deal with parents like you, saying that,’ [interviewer laughs] That was a good experience, to sort the rabble out.

And what did you teach them?

What did I teach with that form?  

Yes.

General science, with that lot, and you need discipline to do that. 

[Talking together]  Yes.

You know, when you get on to experiments,

Yeah.

it can be dangerous. 

So how many years were you at that school?

That’s difficult to say because, after two years, I got a county job, where I travelled around the county, integrating disabled children into mainstream secondary education:  so: and so I worked for Buckingham[shire] County Council for about nine years, all told; and I around many, many schools.  

OK. So your job obviously became more varied?

My job was an integrating officer.

Right.

It was really difficult,

Yes.

because many teachers in mainstream had awful attitudes.  They didn’t want disabled pupils in their class, and I found that hard to cope with.  I haven’t been had needed to change their way of teaching.  It’s not the disabled people; it’s the teachers.

So what period was that?

Sorry?

What period was this?

What period was that?  About [interviewer clears throat] ‘82 to ‘89 

Oh, OK.

I think.

Yeah.  So are you in favour of integrating in mainstream?

I’m in favour of both segregation, and integration.

Yes.

But not in the way people think. There are people who are not disabled, and need to be segregated; and maybe for a while… you know, people who are bullied need to learn how to cope with that: and people who are bullies need to learn how to cope with that, and I believe if we can segregate those people with that kind of problem, we take away the mystique of special schools, special units: so, integration and segregation is not all about disability, it’s about individuality, and there are many individuals who really gain a lot from the segregation.  Oh yes, there’s room for both.

Well, you’ve had first-hand experience of both.

Yeah, yeah.  I also feel that we need to look at the adult, and not just the kid, and if you segregate, I don’t know whether we are setting up problems for later life that are not to be learned in mainstream schools apart from the three ‘r’s: social things, making friends, dealing with problems.  They all come into mainstream, very often a special school or unit is so protective, that people don’t learn the other things, apart from the three ‘r’s.

Yes.  You’re not always even given the three ‘r’s.  [laughs]

No, that’s right: that’s right, yes.  

OK.

I think that people ought to be educated appropriate to their ability, not according to a curriculum.

Do you think you would have got where you are now, if you had gone to a segregated or special school yourself?

It’s hard to say now.  I mean, when you talk about special education and disability, etc, etc, nobody links it with their personality, with character, with background, and I owe a lot to my background.   My family were tremendous, and I don’t see how I could fail in life, with a family like mine.  They encouraged, they pushed, they held back when they needed to; they bullied when they had to: and nobody else, apart from my family, had any expectation for me, and that expectation, it was really important, and it always has been; and, even today, I think that my family expect me to live a certain way and I’m gonna do it.  

Yes.

So I wasn’t mollycoddled, ever; ever, and I think, with such a big family, there weren’t time to mollycoddle, [interviewer laughs] so I think I might have got on in life because of my family, whether I went to mainstream or not.  

Yes.

I think I learned a lot from going to mainstream that I may have missed out on, going to special school.

Yes.  Mm.  So, do you think your drive was mainly your own expectations and those of your family?

Very complicated.  Outside of my family, looking back, I was always put down.  It was obvious that I wasn’t accepted the way I were.
Yes.

I always had to improve. The head teacher was always, always having me seen by doctors, unbeknown to my parents: and in my family, I was never put down.  They only gave me credit for having intelligence, etc, etc.  Now I could have taken the word of the outside world, and been nothing and nobody, a poor pathetic creature, sat in the corner and done nothing.  I think that’s what the world expected in my younger days; or I could have taken what my family said, that I had intelligence, I was bright, and been all right: so, it was very confusing.  

Yes.

[clears throat] My dad always, always reacted to other people, mainly the medical profession, and he has always said, ‘Come on Alan, we’ll show them,’ and I find that I’m saying that to this day.  I will say, when things go wrong, or whatever, I will say to my wife, ‘We’ll show them’ [interviewer laughs] and mainly that’s been the message all through my life.

To get to where you are now, to overcome the various barriers that have come up, what do you think has kept you going, given you the determination, or, the va-va-voom [energy] to carry on?

I now have an ambition: and my ambition is to see you in my position, and to help, have you cope with your questions.  [Laughs]  I don’t know what kept me going.  I think my family now put me on a pedestal: I’m superhuman, and that helps.  I think I have to go back to when Katherine and I got married.  We had many, many discussions, about our future life, but when we got married, we talked about having a family: and I said, ‘No, no, we’re not having kids, no way are we having kids,’ because of many, many things.  I didn’t think I’d cope as a dad.  I didn’t think it was fair to inflict me… on kids, you know.  I just thought that any kids would give my own kids a hard time because of what I was: and my wife talked me out of these silly ideas, and we had three kids: and my kids are absolutely wonderful.  They are amazing.  For example, I could always feed my son, he was the first baby; I could always give him his bottle, no problem, but when it came time to wean Grant, boy, it was very difficult to feed him with a spoon, because my hand was really shaky.  Now he would be… four months old maybe.  What did he do? Amazing.  He grabbed my hand with both of his hands, to get the spoon in his mouth, as though he knew what was needed at that early age.  Absolutely amazing, and they’ve been like that all of their life, that they just know what’s needed.  I had… an awful situation…; well I thought it was awful.  As a teacher, [laughs] particularly at Christmas, you have to produce school concerts and nativity, and things like that, and I do have the talent for producing shows, etc., but this particular Christmas, there was no-one to relieve [???] the music, and I found myself having to conduct the singing, stood up there conducting Christmas carols, and, yeah, I can do that, I’m quite good at it, but I had no baton, and I needed a baton to conduct music, so this individual who shall be nameless, wrapped a paintbrush, a long paintbrush, in silver foil, for me to use as a baton, and that, as I was conducting the singing, this tin foil just… flew off in pieces, [interviewer laughs] and I felt a right twit, a real twit, and my family was sat on the front row.  Katherine plays the piano, and she was playing the piano for me, and I felt really foolish.  It didn’t matter, because I knew everybody in the hall anyway, but when I came off I went to my three kids and I said, ‘ I’m really sorry if you felt embarrassed by it for me, I really am sorry,’ and my son said, well, and he’d be around nine or ten, ‘Why should we feel embarrassed?’  I said, ‘Well, what did you think, when I was up there?’ And he said, ‘I thought, look at that.  That’s my dad!’  And that really shook me: and things like that keep me going.  That’s why I am where I am today, because of my family. They expect it.

Could you go back to when you decided to have kids?  Did you discuss it with anybody else, outside the family?

I didn’t even discuss it with them.  [interviewer laughs] I discussed it with my wife, 

Yes.

and that’s all: and we decided that, if we were very open with our kids, and if we told them… everything about me, when they were ready to understand it, things would be all right, and that’s what we did.  When they said, ‘Why do your hands shake Daddy?’ We would deal with that, and we would answer it, 

Yes.

So, they were always encouraged to ask questions, and we tried to answer their questions, at their level, so that they’ve always accepted, and my oldest daughter, when she’d got a bit used to my… awkwardness and bolshiness, [interviewer laughs] and she has been known, several times when she was a kid, to say to other kids, ‘Don’t you pick on my dad, because if your dad was like my dad, he wouldn’t cope.  [voices talking in background]  He’d sit in a corner and do nothing,’ and I thought that was wonderful.

Sounds really good.

Well, my family, my mum and dad, I now think, they couldn’t wait for our, our first one to be born.  It really was… amazing.  My dad was gassed in the First World War, so his heart and lungs were damaged, and as he got older, he had heart attack after heart attack, and when he had these heart attacks, if it was being a bad one, he would ask for his grandmother, so we’d all rush home, and we’d all be round the bed, and he’d rally round and he would say, ’What are you lot doing here?’ And he swore a lot, and then he’d say, ‘I’m not gonna die you know.  I’m not gonna die until I see that bugger married,’ and that was me.  I was the last to marry in my family, and so, when, when Katherine and I got engaged, I went home and I said to dad, ‘Right dad, your time is up.  I’m getting married.’  ‘Oh no’, he said, ‘no, no, I won’t go until I see your first child.’  I said, ‘Well you’ll have to wait a long time,’ I said.  However, and Grant was born, and ten days later my wife came home from the hospital. We lived in the next town to mum and dad at that time, so, as Katherine came home with the baby, so mum and dad arrived for tea with us, to see this baby,  and when they were sat at the table, having a meal, my dad had a heart attack and had to be taken home: and, the following weekend, we went to see him and as we entered the house, he had a bed downstairs at this time, as we entered the house he shouted, he didn’t say ‘Hello Alan’ or ‘Hello Katherine’, he shouted, ‘Where’s that baby?  Bring that baby here,’ he said, and so we did.  Went in his bedroom, and I said ‘Oh you don’t want to know me do you?’ and he said,’ No, I want the baby!’ [interviewer laughs] So we gave him the baby, and he inspected Grant from head to toe, and then said, ‘You know Alan, there’s nothing wrong with him.’  I said, ‘I know that dad, no, he’s all right.’  ‘I’m really happy now’, he said, and in 48 hours he was dead, and it just seemed as though he hung on, until I had my first son.  

Wow.

‘Cause Mum and Dad thought, nobody else had ever had a baby, you know.  It wasn’t ever ‘Our Alan’s wife is having a baby’; they would never say that to the neighbours, but [would say] ‘Our Alan’s having a baby’.  [They laugh]  Then they were really proud.

Yes.  Can I ask how old you were?

How old.  I was what… it’s 36 years ago, work it out for yourself!  [laughs] I’d be about 30.

Yes: and how old was your father?

Seventy-two, he was. 

Good.  I think we’ll have to stop there because the tape’s coming…

[End of Tape 5 Side A]

Side B

Four, Side B.  OK. Do you want to talk about Margaret Morgan?

[Creaking noise.]  What can one say about Margaret Morgan?  I was a young man when I met Margaret. I went to her because I developed allergies to fibres in the cotton mill, and I had to leave the cotton mill, so I went to Margaret Morgan, hoping she could help me find work.  She was the Employment Officer, and… [laughs] she was fantastic.  She said I was ‘too mature’: they didn’t need to get people like me going to the Employment Department. I was too mature: and she would rather I worked for her. Then, she looked for a job for me elsewhere: and so… it became very complicated.  [interviewer laughs.]  I didn’t feel I could leave home at that time and live in London, and I didn’t fancy travelling from home to London, that often, so I went to the, it was called ‘the Labour Exchange’: it’s now the Employment Service, the Job Centre, and they were absolutely useless, and all they could do is to put me on a rehabilitation programme, which meant, I left home for…well, it was supposed to be 16 week … I left home for 16 weeks and they would rehabilitate me; train me for a job.  Well, when I got there they were useless, and all they did was train me to be a gardener’s labourer: and I hate gardening.  Still do [interviewer laughs.] to this day, my garden gets the minimal work required; so after about 12 weeks, I kind of walked out: I was wasting my time, and I did get a job in London, with… an organisation called ‘Action For The Crippled Child’ (something like that), and… I found that difficult.  But Margaret Morgan was always there, while I was in London, she really was a good support: really helpful, and, I had to travel round the country for 'Action For The Crippled Child', usually showing foreign visitors what we had to offer to our… crippled children.  You know what I mean?  And between tours, I worked for Margaret Morgan.  I worked for The Spastics Society.  I think I’ve said this before.  We used to assess people with cerebral palsy for work, and Margaret Morgan was always there, and I learned a lot from her.  She’s dead now, of course.

Yes, so when did you move to London?

When did I move to London?  I’d be about 22, I think.  

Yes.

Maybe about 22.  

And what…

I only did that job for about 18 months at the most, and then I went to, on to become a student nurse, and rehabilitation and all that jazz.

But all the experiences you gained.

There you go.

By working for the Spastics Society and for the Crippled Children.
Yes, I gained a lot of experience, and one thing that that taught me was how tremendous and how intelligent my family were, because everything I saw with, in working for ‘Action For The Crippled Child’, I thought, ‘That could have been me,’ and what they had to offer was nothing like what I had at home, and so that made me really appreciate my home and my parents, and how difficult it must have been for them: not just my parents, but my siblings as well. They were tremendous; tremendous.  My brother, who was only four and half years older than me, used to carry me around before I could walk, so when I was five, my brother would be nine, going into ten, he carried me to school and back, and never once do I remember he complained about it.  Not only did he carry me to school and carry me home, he came to the classroom at break time, took me to the toilet, and never once did he complain.  For a 10-year-old child to do that is… tremendous, and you just take it for granted.  It’s only when you get older that you begin to think.  

Yeah, right.

And then, when I could walk, my other brother; what would he be, he’d be nine years older than me, and I didn’t learn to walk until I was 10 or 11 so he’d be… actually, he’d just come back from the army, so he’d be 20, 21. On a day like this, he would be there, and I don’t know how he did it, because he had a job of work, but as I had to walk home from the school, or walk home from work in the snow, or the ice, he’d be there, and I don’t know how he did that, and he had this fear that I would fall and hurt myself, and so he would get time off work just to see me home, [interviewer laughs]  you know: it’s funny, and then he’d be, I don’t know, he would just be there.

Yes.  And what about your sister?

Oh, my sister: she’s 80 now, 80 years old.  She’s smashing.

Did you carry on having the same kind of relationship with her when you met your wife?

[Laughs]  You don’t want to know about that do you?

Yeah.

Right.  My sister and her husband, [laughs] they’re very special people: always have been, and in my teens, I used to spend a lot of time with them, particularly when they had, my sister had one son, and I used to go on holiday with them, and I always used to be at their home: likewise my brother, John, the one who’s nine years older than me.  When he married, it’s so, so fortunate, to get on with their partner so well, and we were very, very close; very close, and my brother, John, [laughs] my sister, Olive, used to argue like mad.  They would argue, and the argument was, ‘When mum and dad go, when they die, Alan is coming to live with me,’ and my sister would say, ‘No he’s not; he’s coming to live with me.  I’ve always thought that I would have Alan living with me, when mum and dad weren’t here: so forget it. You’re not having him, I am,’ and this argument was ongoing, even before they got married: and they used to argue all the time: because I’m, me, my sister and I still giggle like school children, we get on so well together, and my wife complains that we’re both idiots. We can’t help it, we just enjoy being together, you know. [interviewer laughs.] So when I turned out to be independent, and married, [laughs] they were gobsmacked, you know, and they never expected, but they’ve always been very supportive, really.

And what kind of support did your sister give you?

You name it, she, [laughs] she gave it to me, in every way. For example, my sister and her husband were really good ballroom dancers, and I like ballroom dancing, and you know I told you about the hospital dinner-dances, then they would come as well, so, all these dancing partners, they would say, ‘She’s not for you,’ you know, or, ‘We like that one,’ [interviewer laughs] you know, and when they met Katherine, my sister said, ‘Hey, there’s something really special going on between you two isn’t there?’  And I said ‘No.’ [They laugh].  No, I went to live on my own, and got a flat on my own, [creaking chair] and I realise now, it must have been really difficult for my mum to let me go.  She didn’t know whether I’d manage on my own, you know.  Really hard.

How old were you?

How old would I be?  Twenty two-ish.  

Good.

And Mum and Dad didn’t come to visit my flat for about four months, [interviewer laughs] because Mum was afraid of what she might find, [interviewer laughs] and she 

was afraid that I would think she was interfering and all kinds of things, but Olive, my sister, would ring up almost every day and say, ‘Are you all right, brother dear, of mine?  What are you eating today?’ And, you know, just [laughing] make sure, I was doing the right things, etc, etc: but never came over, she would ring: and so when it, when I found it easier, when I got into the routine of living alone, my sister rang up and I said, ‘Right, when are you coming over?’ And they couldn’t wait for that invitation, so she said, ‘Well, when do you want me to come over?’  I says, ‘Now if you want.’  I was nine miles away from them; but they were there in about 10 minutes! [Laughs]  And obviously liked what they saw, you know, and saw that I wasn’t falling to bits, and things like that, [interviewer laughs] and so, that kind of support; just keeping in touch, and being there and,

Yeah.

 you know.  

Yeah.

Even now, we ring each other, oh, twice a week, at least.

But what made you decide to move out?

Well… my parents were cramping my style.  [interviewer laughs]  I needed independence and privacy.

OK.  So did you decide off your own back, ‘Right, I’ve got to get out of here’?

Yep.

Can you talk a little bit about how you did that?

How did I do that?  

Yes.

Well, I worked in the hospital at that time, and one of the women I worked with lived in a place called Padiham, the Smokehouse.  It’s near Burnley: P-A-D-I-H-A-M: and the, this women, who shall be nameless, [laughs] was quite a gossip, and she was gossiping one day about this man who lived in this flat over Charlie Webster’s butcher’s shop, [laughs] and this man had been up to all kinds of things, you see, so, he had to be evicted.  Now, for me to get to Calderstones [the hospital] from home was two bus rides, but for me to get to Calderstones from Padiham was a 10-minute bus ride.  You could almost walk it actually: so, hearing this woman talk about this flat put the idea into my head so I went to meet Charlie Webster about the flat, [interviewer laughs] and I took the flat on.

Good.

Right in the centre of this small town. Really great. 
How much was it?

Yes, I was just thinking.  Think I paid one pound, 30 shillings a week, rent.

Yes.  Right.

And this flat had been a ballroom.  It was very big.

It was what?

A ballroom.  

Oh.

And, you know, they’d just… partitioned the rooms off, so it had a bedroom, a living room, kitchen and a bathroom.  Very, very nice, very big, and no central heating.

No?

No. 

So it was a bit cold.

Well, yes, but I was young and tough.

But did you rent it off the guy privately?

I rented it from Charlie, the butcher, who used to look after me.  I used to go in there, to buy meat and he would advise me what meat to buy.  It was great. I enjoyed it.  For example, the first time I invited Katherine over for a meal, I cooked her a meal, you see, and Charlie said, ‘Well, if you’ve got a special girl coming round, I’ll have to find you something special,’ and he did.  A roll of beef, and wrapped an ox tongue around it, and told me how to cook it, and loaned me one of his electric knives, so that I could slice the tongue, and I had another of tongue with beef in the middle: really impressed my wife.  [both laugh]  I didn’t tell her that I knew nothing about meat [they laugh].  He was great.  I used to pay my rent, and he used to say, ‘Now what are you doing this weekend?  Have you got anyone coming, or what?’  And he used to supply me with meat, so I may have got my rent back in the meat!  [Both laugh]  Anyway…and his daughter was a hairdresser so she used to come up and cut my hair.  

Yeah.

I got a good deal there.

Yeah, you did. 

Yeah.

So, did you know him for quite a while before you moved in?

I didn’t know Charlie at all before I moved in, no.  I’d never been to Padiham in my life.  It was just convenient to work. 

So he was quite all right about it?

He was, yeah.  I met him and I said, ‘I’d like to look at your flat upstairs,’ and he said, ‘Right.  I’ll give you the key,’ and I went to look at it, and I came back down, and this woman I worked with knew Charlie and she was with me, and he said, ‘Right.  If you want it, it’s yours.’  

Wow.

I think, had I not been with this woman, it might have been a bit different, but: no problem: and we developed quite a friendship, and when I got married and moved out, well …when I got married, Katherine worked in Accrington, which is where her parents lived, and the butcher’s daughter worked in Accrington, so Katherine and this daughter got very friendly, because they travelled to work together, and that friendship continued, when Katherine and I moved out of the flat, so I must have been good at making relationships.

You must have.  But did you stay in the flat?

I was there about four years, if not more.

And then did you move out, when you got married?

Well, when we discovered that Katherine and I were going to have a family, we bought a house in Accrington: and that was good… we got a terraced house, and when we went to the estate agent, to buy this house, my solicitor, he wouldn’t look at me, he wouldn’t speak to me, all his comments went to Katherine, and in the end I said to him, ‘Why are you speaking to my wife, and not to me?’ And he didn’t know what to say.  I said, ‘Well, you need to very careful because I have all the money.  She doesn’t have any.’ [They laugh]

Did Katherine work at this time at all?
Yeah.  Katherine worked in Curry’s, the electrical people. 

Oh, Curry’s
She worked for Curry’s. 

Yes.

That’s about the only job she’s had: and she went there when she left school, up until having our first child.

Did she… has she worked again since?

No, my wife has always been home for the children, then… when Emma, my youngest daughter, went to school, she became… a classroom assistant in Special Ed [Special Education], and she was there for a long time: maybe 10 years?
Yeah.  So, can you tell me again when your three kids were born?  Over how many years?

Oh, I don’t know.

They’re your kids. [laughs]!

My first, our first one was born in 1968, and our last one, ‘75: so that’s three in seven years.  

Yes.

That was easy to work out.

Yes.  So John was the eldest?

Grant.  Grant is the eldest,

Yes.

and then Marcia, and then Emma.

Grant, Emma and Marcia.

No, Grant, Marcia and Emma.  

Okay, so, well…

Grant is married, and they discovered that they couldn’t have children, because they tried to adopt: they tried to adopt.  Now I’m going back… not very long: I’m trying to think how long?  About ’99, I think, 1999 they tried to adopt, right, and, as you go through the adoption process they look at your parents.  Her parents and Grant’s parents: so Grant obviously must have said that I had a disability and two things happened.  The social worker said, ‘Ah, this is going to be very difficult because we do need the support of parents.’  I did ask if I could meet the social worker, [interviewer laughs] but my son said, ‘No, no, no,’ and then I discovered that I knew him, or I knew his father, you now.  He’s still living, but only just: and then, the second thing that happened was that, Grant and Helen, Grant’s wife, were offered a brother and sister, both of whom had disabilities: severe disabilities.  Now, disabled children had not been mentioned, until Grant told the social worker that I had a disability, so Grant came to me with the paper work on these two children, because I’ve done a lot of work around disabled children, and as I read the bumph they’d been sent, they wanted my opinion, which is very…   

[End of Tape 5 Side B]
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