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...in time for them coming home.

Yeah.  Right, it does still happen in some places,

Mm.

and in some families.  For me, my grandparents brought me up a lot.

Yes: yes.  Round here, it’s...wonderful, I love living here, because they’re older people round where we are: even older than I am.
Mm hm.

Next door, they have their grandchildren every day, 
Yeah.

because their kids work, and so all the... grandkids come to grandparents, and, so next-door, come at the back. Without their parents, I wonder what would happen, you know: and my daughter is a child-minder, and she minds... seven kids, and she’s got five of her own, [laughs] so I think, you know, times have changed: and lots more mothers go out to work.

Mm. I mean
I’m just grateful I was born when I was born.

Yeah.

I’m sure I got a better deal than they get today.

Yeah, and what about that community spirit?  It’s there in some parts of the country,

Mm.

but as a rule, it’s very, very seldom for, what I feel it invariably is [?] for the kids growing up today, but a lot of them don’t actually spend more than a few hours at a home every day, because 
Mm.

they go out to school early in the morning, and, due to parents or whatever working, 
[Talking together]  That’s right.

they end up being at school, or somewhere else, like all day long.
Mm.  We have a friend in the village that has five kids, and very often, maybe one day a week, they ring up and say, ‘Could you get the kids from school?’ This has happened, and that has happened, you know. We don’t mind that.  I love having the kids here, but they hardly ever see Mum and Dad, you know: hardly ever, and that’s their life, and that’s their world, and they cope very well with it, but... 
Mm.  Mm.

But I think they need mum and dad around more.
Yeah.

And they...
It’s really difficult…You said that all the men went out to work. What sort of hours did they work, and how involved were they in bringing up the kids?

[Clears throat.]  Men had a different role than they have [Facilitator coughs] today, and women had a different role than they have today, 
Yeah.

but, my dad was really involved in bringing up eight kids. He went to work, he worked hard, and he worked long hours, but he was always there for us: and when he was home, most of his time was spent with us, [rustling noise]  and very often, you would go and knock on a neighbour’s door, and say, ‘Is such-a-body coming out to play?’ and the mum would say, ‘Not today, because Dad’s at home,’ so they, obviously they were involved , because when Dad was home, the kids stayed with Dad, 
[Talking together]  Mm.

you know: in most homes, you know. I’ve never thought about it before, but, yes, they would be involved, because they would say, ‘Dad’s at home today, not playing out,’ [interviewer laughs] and we had a public park, not far away. Very often, on their days off, Dads would take their kids to the public park, and leave Mum at home to do the cooking and the housework. [laughs.]  But, today it’s different, i’n’t it, you know?  

Well,

I don’t think Dad ever did housework, or shopping, or things like that,

No.

but they, I think they did spend time with their kids.

Mm.  But they say, ‘What goes around comes around.’  

Well, yes, but I wonder if we could ever go back to that: I mean, really.  The world is so different, economically, and in every way. We were just recovering from a war, and I think that was a big element of what was happening.  Then as a teenager, I, you know, in the fifties, and sixties, there was so much progress, in the fifties and sixties.  
Mm.  Mm.

Yeah: amazing.

We haven’t talked much about your hobbies, or your interests.

My hobbies and interests... 

Yeah.

You don’t want to know my hobbies or interests [Interviewer laughs.]   
Go on.

Oh dear!  [Both laugh.]  Let me tell you some of them. Oh, my dear, what does he get on [??]… See that there glass bowl?

Yeah.

Any idea what it might be?

Is it an award?

Yeah.  
Yeah.

That’s the...  erm, erm, oh, who was it?  [Interviewer laughs.]  Can’t think.  I got a Lifetime Achievement Award 

Oh right.

From... the Leonard Cheshire Foundation.
Okay.
Presented to me by... the actress, and then the cook, erm [pause.]  
Facilitator [whispers] Delia?

Ginger hair?  

Facilitator: Oh yes: Asher:  Jane Asher?  No. Yeah. 

A wonderful experience, yeah.
So, what are…
So my hobbies: my hobby for years, and years, and years has been genealogy: tracing back my family tree, 
Mm.

and it’s been really, really interesting.  For years, and years, and years, I’ve looked for my... great grandfather, who is reported to have been a teacher in a village called ‘Nether’ [??] in Derbyshire.  I can’t find Nether in Derbyshire, and coming to live here, I travel from here, 
Mm.

to Manchester, well, now and again, 
Yeah.

and, lo and behold, and on my way, through Cheshire, I found this signpost, ‘Nether’, and I’ve been to visit Nether in Cheshire, and found out that the border between Derbyshire and Cheshire had been altered, so Nether used to be in Derbyshire, 
Oh.

now in Cheshire, so I found my great grand-dad, and the birth [??] stone in the, an old church school house, and my grand-dad, my great grand-dad lived there, and on the stone, and it was 
[Talking together]  Wow.

really fascinating.  I knew he had been a teacher, but to see it in stone, 
Yeah.

was something else.  Really, really interesting. 

How long did that take you?

How long did it take me, 
Yes.

to find my grandfather?  I think I’d been looking 30 years.  [Interviewer laughs.]  Had I looked at the county boundaries, you know, 
Yes.

and checked whether they’d changed, 
Yes.

I would have found him years ago, [Interviewer laughs] but I never thought they’d changed county boundaries.  

I...

So that was interesting: and then, and then…This is really exciting: I don’t know where it is, but I think my son might have borrowed it: maybe not: anyway, when we moved in this bungalow, and we needed a new kitchen, so we got estimates and, you know, as you do, and chose this company to put our new kitchen: you know, picked everything from a catalogue that we needed, and the day before the workmen came, this kitchen was delivered, and on the boxes was ‘Howarth’s of Mansfield’,  and ‘Howarth’ can be spelt a number of ways, and my mother was a Howarth, so, to cut a long story short, I’ve contacted this company of Howarth in Mansfield, and they’ve sent me their family tree, and lo and behold, their family tree and my family tree meet up, and this, 
Wow.

this company ... wow!  They are so big and so wealthy.  They even have... a forest, a woodland in Canada, where they grow their own wood.  
Mm.

They have their own dock, their own ship. I just found it so exciting, and they sent me a book (and I can’t see it) and so I tied up this information with my information, and two brothers run this company.  Now... and I can’t work out the relationship.  I think my great grandfather was the founder of this company, which is now in Mansfield, and these two brothers... my great grandfather’s brother would be their great grandfather...
Oh right.

So work it out for yourself.  Can you?  [Interviewer laughs.]  And I wrote to the company directors, not knowing who they were, and, you know, and I said ‘Thank you for sending me [clears throat] the book,’ you know, they’d sent me, and of course they didn’t know anything about it, so I sent them how my family linked in with their family, and they were so excited, they came to visit:

Oh wow.

So now I have found two long-lost, far-removed cousins, who live just down the road.  [Wow!]  Really... exciting.  [Laughs.]  I get really involved [talking together] 

Oh, too good!
by family history, and before I came to live here, I taught an evening class 
Right.

in family history, 
Wow.

at Milton Keynes, so that’s my great hobby: then I like gardening, I like reading, and, and ballroom dancing: so.

What sort of dancing...

Pardon?

What sort of?

What?

What sort?
Ballroom.  Quickstep, foxtrot: authentic.

Yeah.  [laughs]

We do a bit of Latin American as well.  
Yeah.

Samba, Rumba, Cha Cha.

Oh yeah, I remember you saying you, you used to go to… the work dances.
Sorry.

Facilitator: You used to go to the work dances.

Yeah, the works balls.
Yeah. We danced at least once a week.

Yes.  It’s good exercise.  

Sorry?

It’s good exercise.  

Well, so they tell me.

[Laughs]  So, tell me about the Award.
I can’t tell you much about it. I was absolutely flabbergasted.  I, erm... till 1990, I ran my own company, which was all about disability and employment, and people paid me enormous amounts of money for me to go and waffle on about, [chair creaking] how to employ disabled people, you see.  Well, somehow, I became involved with Customs and Excise.  They picked upon me.  They employ loads of people, and what they found... this was ‘91, and what they found was that, although they employed disabled people, most of their disabled employees were on the bottom grade: they didn’t get promoted up, you see, so they asked me if I could do some work with disabled people in the department.  Well, I’ll do anything for money, so I had a go, and it was a rip-roaring success, and it still is: still is, and... hundreds of disabled people I have met and trained on this training course, and it was some of those people that nominated me for that Award, 
Right.

so that came from my work in Customs and Excise, but the, the, do they call it a ‘citation’ that goes with it? It’s tremendous.  
Right.

You read it and you think, ‘Is that really me?’ [both laugh] you know, because I’ve done, I’ve always worked with disabled people throughout my life, and they got all kinds of people, from the hospital where I worked, from Meldreth Manor, from Milton Keynes, all kinds of people had made comments about the work I’d done.  I didn’t know I was so good till I got that.  [Interviewer laughs.]  No, really good.  
Oh.  When were you given it?

When?  2000.  February, 2000.

Oh.
By Jane Asher, and she and I got on really well.  [Interviewer laughs.]  It was a pity my wife was with me. Yes. 

Oh, well, probably a good thing in the long run…So, what are you going to do? How long do you intend carrying on working for?

How long do I intend going on working for?  I don’t know.  [All laugh.]  I’m… It’s awkward: at the moment, Customs and Excise, and the Inland Revenue, are amalgamating, so from Friday, this week, April 1st, 
Yes.

there will be a new department, 
Okay.
and it’s something like ‘Revenue and Customs’: 
I didn’t know that.
something like that, and, because of the formation of this new department, my work with Customs and Excise is on hold, but rumour has it that they want me to work for them again, in September, so, and  if they want me, I’ll do it, you know; it’s very rewarding to have disabled people coming together, and then go away and say how marvellous it was, and, how much better they feel, and I don’t know what the magic is, I don’t know what I do, but, I’ll carry on doing it, while they pay me.

[Laughs]  And do you do that freelance?
Pardon?

Do you do that freelance?
Yeah, I do that freelance. 

Okay.
And at the moment, I’m doing work for Birmingham City Council, 
Right.

…and it’s wonderful to see, and all my work with Birmingham City Council is commissioned by one of my former students.  She has a visual impairment, and about 1992, I did a course for Birmingham City Council for employees with disabilities, and the object of this course was to do a career action plan, so that they at least applied for promotion, and this woman has been promoted several times, and so now she’s commissioning me to do work with for Birmingham City.
[Laughs] Yes, right.
And it’s really, really good to see, you know, really good to see.
Yes: excellent.  
And I meet lots of people who have been on my training courses,

Mm.

in the past, and, I love it; it’s incredible.

Yeah.  Have you got any other ambitions?

Have I other ambitions?  Oh dear.  Yes.  Hoping that my wife can’t hear me.  [Interviewer laughs.]  All my family, my brothers and my sister, and my kids, they all have good singing voices; there’s only me who can’t sing, and so I’m... two things: in November, Kathleen, my wife, has a significant birthday, so I’m throwing a big party for her, and I’m taking singing lessons, so that at the night of the party, I can sing to her, in public,

Oh wow!

and in a voice that is, you know: acceptable.  So, that’s one ambition.  Right, so, again, after my operation, I hope to take up horse riding, so I’ve got loads of ambitions really. And the publisher of my autobiography would like me to do an update.  He wants it by October, and I said, ‘Yes, good.  Fine; yeah,’ but I didn’t say October what year.  [Both laugh.]  Yes, so… [Facilitator coughs.]
But is that something that you would like to do?

I don’t know whether I would or not.  Obviously, if I wanted to do it, I think I would have started it by now.

Yes.

So maybe I’m not that keen.

No.

Or, maybe... other things are 
Mm.

more of a priority.  
That’s it.
We’ll see how it goes.  
You’ve got...

Maybe if I could get started, I would be more enthusiastic.

Mm.  So what, can you remind me again, when the last one was written?

It was published in 1982, 
Right.

and it was called ‘So Clear in My Mind’.

Okay. I read a summary of it.

Sorry?

I read a synopsis of it.

Facilitator: He’s read a synopsis of your book.

Oh right.  How boring for you.  [Both laugh.]

You’ve got to do a bit of research.

That happened quite by accident.  I had a friend, I still have a friend, who lived in America, 
Mm.

and he was over here for quite some time, and that’s how we became friends, and he went back, and I think it was his father-in-law was the principal of a school just outside New York, and my friend was talking to his father-in-law, and his father-in-law said, ‘I want that man to come and work for me.  Tell him to apply’. They have different names for people, a ‘deputy principal’ would be what we would call it, so I had to write all about myself, so I did, and my wife said, ‘That is so interesting, you know: you could turn this into a book,’ and I did, and that’s how the book came about, so I didn’t really sit down to write a book, 
Yeah.

It began it as an application for a job.  
[Laughs.]  Yeah.  What sort of feedback have you had?
Sorry?

Facilitator: What sort of feedback have you had?

On the book?  

I still get feedback from my book.
Oh, Yeah.

I still get feedback.
Do you?

And I have to be very careful, you know, because... the book is very positive, and I know obviously that people will think that I was a success, from reading the book, and I get so many mums contacting me, you know.  ‘My son or my daughter has cerebral palsy, and I’ve read your book, etc, etc,’ and you’ve got to be very careful that you don’t give false hope, 
Yeah.

so I kind of have a standard reply, you know: [Interviewer laughs] that ‘We are all individuals, and that I don’t really have a disability: I have a way of life; and their son, or their daughter will have their own way of life,

Yeah.

… and we’ve got to value that way of life:’ so, I don’t give any hope: do you know what I mean?

Oh yeah.
But I think that encourages people.  People write back and say, ‘I’ve never thought of it as a way of life, and that really helps me,’ you know, so, obviously, I say the right things: but I do, I have a way of life, I have my own culture.  
Yes.

I live my own way; I can’t compete with, erm, these…

[End of side and end of recording.]  
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