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Tape 13 

David Edwards                  

David Edwards on the 8th of June. OK David?

Well, I believe the last session I got up to where I was living at Midsomer Norton,
[Talking together] Yes.

with my wife Helen, and some family activities and things that happened during those seven or eight years that I was there, so we’re almost up to date.
Yes. 

But -
You seem to have been extremely busy, and had a very active role in the life of the community.

Yes. When I think back on it, I’m quite surprised just how much I was involved with different things that were going on. 

[Talking together] Very good.  

So, if I describe our home; we were living in a four-bedroom house, it was a council house, and although it’s four bedrooms [rustling noise] there wasn’t much space, because at that time there was six of us living under one roof.

Very small.
Very small and the rooms themselves were small. There was a lot of doors and I kept knocking myself, I kept knocking things and the situation was getting rather difficult for everybody really. And as the children were getting older, teenagers, they obviously wanted more space themselves. They brought their friends in and that, and things got rather squashed and chaotic at times. As I described, we were actually living and sleeping in one of the two downstairs rooms, which in itself is pretty small.  The council had made some alterations, providing an en-suite toilet to that room we slept in, making things easier rather than having to walk through the sitting room to the bathroom. But in the end I came to the conclusion, the ideal situation would be for me to find somewhere else nearby, so that I could have my own place, ’cause we didn’t have the room that I needed. Because of my involvement with the Tenants’ Forum Panel, I knew a handful of people in the Housing Department and Social Services at the time and after, I s’pose must have been about nearly a year, and after a big case conference, it was decided that they could put my name down for a ground floor property nearby. And [rustling sound] as things turned out, soon after that happened, because of my association with the Quakers this - 

With the Quakers?
With the Quakers...
Yes.

We discovered that there was [loud rustling noise] a property which they had down in a place called ‘Long Sutton’ which was going for let, had become vacant (they’d let it out for rent). It was a hundred-year-old building. It was really beautiful, the old Quaker schoolhouse. Well, I took one look at that inside, and there was space galore, with just one large room which was the school room, and then another separate room, another large room, which was used as a big bedroom, and I thought, ‘This is it. This is all the space I needed,’ [engine noise] so at that time it didn’t take much deciding to make the decision to take this property.

How far was [loud rustling] Long Sutton from Midsomer Norton?

It’s about the same distance to what it is now, about twenty-seven miles. The only draw-back to this particular property was that it was situated on a busy main road, used by heavy lorries going backwards and forwards, and that was the one drawback which I realised straight away. But anyway, I had a nice garden at the back, very overgrown, but very pleasant, with apple trees and things. So it suited me very well in that respect, and for a couple of years, I was quite happy there, apart from the situation of having to cross the road to get to my car. And in the end, I had to get somebody to help me get to my car each time which wasn’t, you know -
[Talking together] No, not satisfactory.

[Inaudible.] And also of course it meant my wife Helen, she endeavoured to come down each weekend, and at that time she wasn’t driving and I usually had to pick her up from the bus at Wells which is half-way. So that that was, you know, quite difficult. It was quite a difficult situation really. But that’s how things turned out. I think I’d like to say something, as I’ve mentioned the Quakers quite a lot, I think I’d like to just say something, how I became involved with them because it had quite an influential on my life – the last about twenty years really. [Birdsong in background.]   I, of course, had known about the Quakers for some time, but never really become involved because I was a member of the Anglican Church and attended church quite regularly, well regularly really, when I was at Marnhull, and before that. I’d known a friend up at Liverpool for quite a number of years, and it so happened that after the break-up of my first marriage, I had more contact with them and they were Quakers. And they kind of introduced it to me and I started going to the meetings at Shaftsbury, and became a member really just after my second marriage to Helen. And through me, Helen also became involved and became a member. But they have, you know, had quite an influence on my life because it’s meant that I’ve actually became involved in, and been part of, a caring community. And it’s given me a lot of experience, and the confidence to be able do things,
[Talking together] Good!
for them, and also meeting other friends all over the country because every year they have a gathering; yearly meetings. Every four years they have a residential yearly meeting in some part of the country, and every twenty years they have a summer gathering.
Really?

So I think there’s a [sound of bird cheeping] wide variety of people who I would not have met otherwise, and the first year well I went to several meetings up in London, but the first residential week was up at Aberdeen.

Oh, a long way away.

I think [?] again, and this was the first time for quite a number of years that they’d actually met all that way which was Scotland, and I was able to take Spencer with me,
Good
which he quite enjoyed, you know, ’cos they had young people’s activities and so that was another -
That was a great opportunity between father and son.

Yes. 

Yes.

Yes. And since then I’ve been to meetings all over the country. Warwick, Lancaster and York...
Ah yes.

and the second year that we’d been married, we took the family (not Holly the eldest, but the other three) we took them to a family week at a, well, it’s a Quaker-ran, like, retreat place. It was in the country in Berkshire and that was very successful.

Good.

I enjoyed that, and I think that gelled the family together.

Great.

Yes.

’Cause it’s not easy taking on four growing children [talking together] is it?
No, no it wasn’t, but they certainly enjoyed it. It was all like organised as a family week, and they had trips out for them and we were able to do our own thing, you know.
Good

So that’s really how it all came together really, my involvement with the Quakers, and they’ve... it’s been a great source of help, inspiration, to me
Great.

over the past years. And I do appreciate going to a meeting just for the quietness and silence.

Which meeting house do you belong to?

Long Sutton...
Long Sutton, yes.
... which the actual meeting house is three hundred years old.

Ah.

It’s quite a well-known one.

Yes.

Yes. Because there was a thriving Quaker community in the early days of the movement there, and some landowner gave them the land to build upon and they’ve got four different properties all together at Long Sutton.

[Pause]

I’m trying to think where Long Sutton is, I know I’ve been through it,

[Talking together] Yes. 

but I’ve been dashing round so much.

Yes you go through if you come from Martock

Ah yes,
You go through it,
Yes, yes

[Talking together] because we were half way -
I remember now, yes.
Trying to think of other things that I’ve done... Well, there’s so much that I’ve done, but it’s also helped me in my communication, to quote a happy occasion where I’ve been asked to speak. We’ve been, Helen and I, have been on several weekend courses and gatherings on behalf of the local Quaker meetings, and we’re asked to give a group report to the meeting afterwards, so that has helped me in my confidence, but -
Very good yes, you’re used to public speaking?
Well, I have been. Not quite so much now but it does, you know...  I remember the first time that I did it, I was very apprehensive about it and I expressed my concern to the Clerk, and she said, ‘Well...’ you know, she encouraged me to go ahead and do it.


Good, good.

One thing we did go on, it’s several years ago now, I mean, they had organised... there was a group of Quakers that had disabilities, and made kind of a little campaign to try and integrate, you know, and make the others aware.
Yes

And they organised a weekend at Warwick: I think it’s Hereward College?

Hereward College. Yes.

Hereward College, yes it was there, and that was very inspiring, because people with strength, you know, talking all this different issues; integration and people’s attitudes and this sort.
Is that group still going?

No unfortunately.
No.

The two friends that like started it, they had to drop out for various reasons, but the [?] of us still correspondence in the week with friends that I have on the subject of disability. The subject’s still kept alive. I remember on this weekend, a friend, something that he said has always stuck in my mind because I thought it was one of the truest things I’ve heard, about disability... He said, ‘If we could say people didn’t have to eat or didn’t have to get dressed life would be so much simpler.’ [Laughs.]
[Laughing] Oh, yes. 
[Sound of pages turning.] I’ve never forgotten that.

Yes, yes, indeed.

Can I just?

Do you want these?

[Break in recording.] Yes. So, after about two years of living in the old school house, and as the disability had become more and more apparent, I decided that I must try and find somewhere else, so I put my name on the housing register for this area, [bird tweeting in background] but it took I think nearly two years for them to offer me the place that I now do live in.

They offered you this place?

Yes. Yes. This was the first offer they made,
Oh I see.
after two years of being [talking together] on the register.

Gosh.
Even though the social worker and the doctor had written, in support of my application.

So you were making that hazardous journey across the road [laughing] every day for another two years?
Yes. You know ’cos then I had to call upon [rustling sound] my neighbour across the road to get me across each time because it’s just, you know, it’s horrendous section of the road, because it’s on the bend in the road.
Yes.
The lorries used to come hurtling round the bend, and you couldn’t see them. I kept saying ‘It would be lovely if they could just pick up the building and place it somewhere else,’ [laughs]

[Talking together] Absolutely.

because everything else was perfect and they’d made a lot of alterations for me. They’d made a ramp up to the rear door and adapted the bathroom and everything.

Very good.

Yes. So I was offered this ground floor flat in Somerton, what, four and a half years ago I think I’ve been here.
And how do you like living here?
Yes, I’m quite happy here, and mostly it’s a nice, fairly quiet area, and I’ve got this little garden, well patch anyway.

Have you entered into any village life?

No, this is one of the things p’raps that I kind of regret really, because I haven’t really got to know people in Somerton very well, and I think I’ve never been inside any of the neighbours’ houses in the whole of four years.

So why do you think you managed so well, socially, in community matters before and not here?

I s’pose because I was more able to get about under my own steam. My speech wasn’t quite so bad as it is now, and -
Although, I mean, when one gets used to listening to you it isn’t bad at all,
No

really.

But some reason, but when I first came here, my neighbour downstairs said, ‘We keep ourselves to ourselves round here,’ she said. [Laughs]

Oh.

I found that
Oh dear.

I’ve had a couple of the neighbours come in here because I’ve invited them in,

Yes.

but I’ve never actually been invited. But of course as most of them are elderly,
I see.
and again, hard of hearing... 

Yes.

I think this fear on their part, that they... which I understand really, so -
And maybe it’s that generation, they’re not so tolerant or they’ve never thought about people with disabilities. [Engine noise.]
No. 

Yes.

And people with cerebral palsy aren’t that very common,

[Talking together] Yes.

around this particular area, because it’s only a small town; twenty-five thousand people here.

What about the parish council? Do you know the representative for this area?

Yes, yes. I’ve got, there’s one councillor that I know fairly well, because she did come in, to help me at one time on a temporary basis. She’s quite good, but none of the others... but I have actually been to a town council meeting,
Yes.

[bird tweeting] but not to actually speak, just to try to get some more people but nobody seems to come. I’ve always got to wait for someone to come and I can’t really go to them.

No, no.
But having said that, about four weeks ago they had the what they call the ‘Annual Parish Meeting’, and I did go to that, and at the end they said, ‘Any other business?’ now I did speak up,

Good.
because two years ago I had this little [laughing] campaign about the bus stops. Every other place on the bus route between Yeovil and Wells, they’ve raised the curb at the bus stop, to allow people better access to the bus,

Yes.
except Somerton. And this blockage somewhere, there’s always excuses why nothing’s done about it, you know, being a historic place and everything else, and although I had the support of the Community Relations Officer for this area, which again [left?], so that was two years ago. So I raised that again in the -
Good.

and I think everybody heard me, everybody that was there.

Mm, gosh. I mean just putting a few more inches on the pavement isn’t going to upset the historical look of the -
Our town council (everybody says, it’s not just me) everybody knows it’s a -
[End of Tape 13, Side A.]

[Side B.]

You should take up as a cause and, 
[Talking together] Yes, I ought to.

get some publicity in the local paper.

Yes, I think I ought to try it again.

Yes, because it’s, you know, the whole... the Part Three of the DDA [Disability Discrimination Act] which came in October is all about access.

Yes, and we have got the low-level buses 

[Talking together] Yes.

on these routes that they can lower the platform and they are wheelchair accessible.

Yes, yes.

They’ve got... but if you can’t get the wheelchair on there in the first place.

And it’s not only wheelchairs, it’s mothers with pushchairs,

Yes quite.

and some elderly people can’t manage high steps.
No.

Yes.  So maybe it, you know, maybe if you’ve got the energy [talking together] you should start a campaign.

It is the energy to keep going.

I know. Absolutely.
That means you’ve got to get somebody else on your side to, help out.

Yes. But I thought Somerset had quite a good access department. I mean I know Dorset doesn’t and it’s pretty hopeless at things but - 
There were some places, but the access group I sometimes go to in Yeovil, they’ve always got a battle on their hands to get things done in Yeovil.

Where? Where in Yeovil?

Where?

Where is the battle?

Well, getting, lowering the pavements,
[Talking together] A-ha.

at crossings and things like this.
They haven’t done it?
Well they do it but it takes so long,
Yes, yes.
you know? And parking also is a very big issue these days,
Oh yes, yes.
for disabled badge holders. Did you know that in North Dorset Council you’ve got to pay to park in their car parks, even though you’ve got a blue -
You can write to the North Dorset District Council, and get a special permit.

But haven’t you got to live within the North Dorset?

No, I don’t think so. 
Oh.

But I’m not sure about that.

I did read on the Dorchester Tube the other day that you couldn’t park free if you’ve got a tax exemption.

Well I use the special pass I got from the West Dorset District Council,

Really?

and so far that’s been accepted. You, maybe you should ring Nordis, and ask them, you know, their advice. Do you know the organisation Nordis?

Mm.
Yes.

Yes. ’Cos I often go into Sherborne [talking together] to park.
Yes of course. Yes, yes. Do you still go to the Friends’ Meeting House?

Yes. Not as much,

[Talking together] No.

as what I have been. This year’s been... There again access is a problem,
Is it?

with parking. This house, it’s on the opposite side of the road to the old schoolhouse,
Yes.

so you’ve got that busy road,
Yes.  

and you’ve got a road junction there,
Yes.

and [inaudible] would park, you’ve got to get there really early to park down the side of the road, [rustling of papers] and then you’ve got to walk along the road ’cause there’s no pavement. [Dog barking in background.]
Wouldn’t one of the Friends kind of reserve you a parking space?


Well, it’s difficult. They have got a little car park in the large courthouse there, but Friends don’t like to use it because it’s difficult to get out of it [laughing] because, there’s a visibility problem. But that’s one of the reasons why I don’t go. I did go last Sunday. Helen took me over there and picked me up, so that she could,

[Talking together] Oh good.

get me in and come and get me again.

Yes. Are there any other Friends’ Meeting Houses near here?

Yes, in Street. 
Oh.

That’s quite accessible; they’ve got a ramp there to get to the door. That’s the nearest one, yeah. We used to go to Street for a time. Used to go to the one in Street.

’Cos my friend lives just north of Sherborne and he goes somewhere to the Quaker meetings.

Yes, they have... there’s Sherborne and Yeovil meetings.

Ah Yes.
They have their meetings at the Digby Hall in Sherborne.


Yes, I know it. Yes. So -
I just wanted to say something about social [rustling noise] interaction.

[Break in recording.]

David you know that I’m now working in a residential unit with ten adult men and I know that some of them feel very strongly that they’re isolated in the community. They would like to get to know more people, especially those of the opposite sex, and [bird tweeting in background] I wandered if you’d got ideas about how people go about meeting others?

It really comes down to the opportunity of how you can meet and interact with others in a social situation. For people like ourselves, with cerebral palsy, and especially if one’s got a speech impediment, this is extremely difficult.

Yes.

If somebody has been institutionalised, either from school or perhaps been mollycoddled at home for the early part of their life, and not had the experience of meeting others, it is extremely difficult and I s’pose looking at it from the other person’s point of view, so off-putting to come face to face with somebody who might have a quite severe disability that’s not able to communicate [voices in background] spontaneously. It’s the spontaneity that really counts I think.

Mm, yes.

Now I’m sure, in my particular experience, because I was at boarding school until the age of sixteen and had very little contact with someone of the opposite sex, when any opportunity did arise, I was really scared, 

Mm.

and of course it made it a lot worse because I just dried up, [laughs] and,
Absolutely.

yes and I’m sure it put me back, socially, about five or six years. It took me ’til I was in my early twenties and didn’t... went to the ’62 Club. I think that was the time when I really, personally interacted, you know, freely with people from the opposite sex.


Looking back now, do you, or even now, are you an advocate of integrated education?

I would think so, yes.
Yes.

Looking back on my life, I wish I knew at that time, it just wasn’t possible and practical, that I could go into a mainstream school [dog barking in background] but I just wish that it had happened. Yes, yes definitely.
Yes.
[Break in recording.]

I mean, as far as employment is concerned, I thought that I could have got a lot further, given the chance to prove myself, and at the time I wasn’t given the chance: nobody seemed to want to give me even a trial period. They just took one look at you, and just kept on, ‘We’ll let you know’ sort of thing. And from what I’ve read and seen in those days things are a lot better, because the Government set up different schemes to help people like ourselves get into employment, and give incentives to the employers and so on.

Yes. I mean even sleepy old Dorset has a scheme whereby they arrange employment for people with disabilities, with and provide someone to support a person 
Really? Yes. 
in that job.

It’s so different these days from what it was.

Yes.

Yes. And, if I could just comment on the housing... There’s a definite lack of suitable accommodation for people with disabilities and really all the Governments have dragged their feet over this one.

Yes. If things could be, would you prefer to move back to Midsomer Norton? If you could get a transfer to a place similar to this?

If it would suit my needs, yes. But I prefer Somerton to Midsomer Norton.

You do?

Yes, definitely. 
Oh.

But I was speaking generally. There’s such a lack of housing in the public sector. Well round Norton there’s not much building going on at all, any kind of public sector housing, but what is building is just not suitable for our needs. That’s why I find places like Milton Keynes so successful, because then they started from scratch and built it at the time rather than, having to adapt places later on. And I know on two occasions when I’ve moved house that the housing after I’d left had restored the bathroom to what it was before.

How short-sighted.
It’s so stupid.

Yes.
Whereas they could let that property to somebody,

[Talking together] Yes.

another wheelchair user. I’m sure they would do it here as well.

It’s crazy.

Yes.

[Break in recording.]

[Bird tweeting in background.] Well, I’ve almost come to the end of what I would call ‘my life story’ [laughs], but I would just like to read what I wrote, as part of my original life story which I wrote up to the age of when I was twenty-two, and it took several years actually but because I haven’t really said anything about how it was in my early days. So I would just like to read this, [rustling noise] if that’s all right? I wasn’t diagnosed as having cerebral palsy until I was four years old. My mother realised something was wrong, as I was very inactive and muscles were rigid and stiff.  The many visits to the health centre was futile, as nobody could tell her anything other than what she already knew. I was poked and prodded by scores of doctors, nurses, and welfare officers, most of whom gave me up as a hopeless case, or could not find anything wrong. One, having failed to find anything abnormal, remarked as I gave her a smile on leaving the room, ‘Oh, I think one ear is bigger than the other.’ The one person who gave my mother encouragement and hope was the visiting district nurse, and she showed my mother how to move my arms and legs, which eventually got me crawling and finally taking the first steps about the about the age of three and a half. And when I look back on my life and [dog barking] all that I’ve achieved and done, I feel a great sense of gratitude to my mother, for her persistence, and getting me to move and to use my limbs in the way she did, because, well she was totally by herself. My father was away in the army in wartime. And you know I think back, if my mother had not done that, encouraged me, and got me moving, I never would have achieved about half of what I have done. And I do owe her a great debt of gratitude, I know.

Mm.

I think that’s all I have to say. 
[End of recording.]
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