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Pat Entwistle 

Tape 2, 04.04.05

[A facilitator is present, to aid the interviewer, and her words will be transcribed, except where she and the interviewer diverge.]
Facilitator: Right.

Right. As I say, once we’d shown the video we took a pack with us, which the school children could do, and then we would go on to any questions, and it varied; sometimes the children were virtually waitin’ for one pupil to start askin’ but once you got them started it was very interestin’, and there were two main questions that was asked.  Firstly, was ‘Does it hurt?’ and, ‘Can you pass it on?’ and of course, you know, I said ‘No, the only hurt that you got, would be when the doctor was sort of testin’ you, and 
Yeah.

they hit, you know.’ And I said, ‘No you can’t catch it, [interviewer laughs] you’re born with it or it’s passed on through rubella,’ and I was very adamant on making sure that girls, particularly, had their rubella injections.
Facilitator: Mm hmm.

Yes.

And it was awkward sometimes, because I was goin’ in to all denominational schools and it were difficult with the Catholic schools,  

[Laughs] Mm.

Facilitator: Mm.

particularly about the contraceptives and all those sort of things, and I remember one day tryin’ to make a point with the pupils about, I said, ‘Do you know I can see a disability in this room. Can anybody tell me what?’  

Yeah.

You know, and they couldn’t so I said, ‘Well, I can see a few pupils [voices in background] wearin’ glasses’.
Facilitator: Mm. [To Richard:] It’s what you say. 
Yes, but what...
And I said too, ‘How many of you here have called somebody wearin’ glasses ‘Specky four-eyes’?’ Of course this kid gets up full in tears, and moves out you see.

Facilitator: Mm hmm.

I thought, ‘Oh my God! [interviewer about to say something at same time] I’ve done something!’, so the teacher said, ‘Don’t worry: he’s always like that.’ I said, ‘Well I’m sorry, but I was just tryin’ to make a point that, you know, well everyone’s like that,’ So eventually, typical Scope just chopped it, said there was no more money, and it was something that we felt (other people that were doin’ it) that it needed to be taken [traffic noise in background] further, and goin’ on to secondary schools.
How long ago was that?

I would put it in the eighties.  

Is there any way you could take it to a [Scope] Partnership Committee?

[Interviewer talking at same time: inaudible.] Hang on. There actually weren’t even any early Partnership Committees then. We didn’t even have Alpha. Alpha 

Yes.

weren’t even set up. [Alpha was an initiative of the Spastics Society, consulting members of the Society for their views.] This is what I was going on to say: eventually, Alpha

Yes.

was set up and this I felt was a good thing because it was allowin’ people with cerebral palsy, who was living with either relatives or carers, some of them couldn’t even read, or they were bein’ told what time to get up, what time to go to bed, where to go on holiday, and they was in their thirties and forties!
[Talking together] Yes.

Facilitator: Mm.

And I just said ‘Hang on! You’re in your thirties and forties, [interviewer laughs] you don’t need somebody to tell you when to get up, where to go on holiday. You’ve got a brain – use it!’ And of course, the big guns in London, we got too powerful, you know, they didn’t like the idea of somebody with cerebral palsy tellin’ them what, and eventually they decided, you know, Alpha wasn’t workin’; we’ll go on to Partnerships [Scope Partnership Committees]. Of course, I didn’t agree with it [ceasing Alpha]. I thought, ‘Well, we’ve got this far,’ and we ’ad people comin’ to us, even the carers said, ‘Look, you’ve made a difference: they’re speakin’ more for themselves.’

[Facilitator misunderstands] Are you a member of Scope at the moment? 
No.

Are you involved with Scope at the moment?  
Mm?

Are you involved with Scope at the moment?

I am, well, I’m a life member.
[Talking at same time] Oh yes.

I was made a life member for me [voluntary] work, [interviewer saying something at same time] but I’ve not yet had the chance to receive all the... thing.

Do you go to the national forum?

No, I did do,

Yes.

as Chairman of Alpha, 
Facilitator: [Talking together] Mm.

Yes.

and, you see, what I found was, [travel noise in background] we would send documents down to London, and we would find these (what we’d already spoken about) [in Alpha] put in their documents, and not even said... they would be gettin’ the credit, and yet it was us, and we just got browned off with this, and 

[Starts to say something]

I don’t think... Alpha nationally, there was too big there, it depended on the area you lived; there were some very weak Alpha groups. Fortunately we ’ad one of the strongest, because we would go on and we’d say what we thought.
Was that in this area?

Yes. We were the Greater Manchester [Alpha]. You see, again, they’d change the boundaries. It was just Lancashire and Greater Manchester and then, in their wisdom, they widened it all to the north of England. Now you only ’ave one officer for the whole of the north of England, and it was impossible: they couldn’t cover the area, you know. So you were very much dependent on the local groups,

[Both talking together] Yes.

and some of the groups were very weak. And what happened was, about three years ago, I went in the AGM [Annual General Meeting] in London, and I was asked would I pass the trustees’ report on the thing, and what do I do? I collapse on the floor, and I’m taken into hospital in London, 

Oh right.

Overnight.
Facilitator: Right.

And that’s when they found that me blood was wrong, 

Oh dear.
and I’ve not been fit since, and then I blame a lot of it on the work I was doin’ for Scope. I mean, it was that ridiculous that me own wife had to book an appointment to go Christmas shoppin’ [with me]. It was that mad. [Voices in background.] And [laughing] she said, ‘You’re volunteerin’, you’re not bein’ paid; this is stupid,’ and when I collapsed that was it: she put her foot down [sound of horn beeping] (if she could!)  
Facilitator. [Laughs] Mm.
Yes.

I didn’t... [inaudible: object] To be honest, I think we began to lose faith in the chief execs, and there were things comin’ back, that were just, we felt, were ridiculous.  

[Break in recording.]

So now I’d like to discuss your parents and relatives. Right, what is your memories of parents or relatives, later on in life?

[Voices in background] Bein’ brought up as an orphan from the age of two, and bein’ put in care, it was 1951-52 when I met this boy called David Robinson who was a very bad cerebral palsy [traffic noise] sufferer, whose parents took an interest in me when they found out. And in December 1952, I came to Denton to spend my first Christmas in an actual house, cos up to this I’d always been institutionalised and I’d never been in a house before. So I met David and his mum and dad, and we had a very nice Christmas spent with them, and later on his auntie and uncle, they came my foster mother and father, and they would come to see me every month at the school, Bleasdale House. And some three years after, when I moved to Singleton Hall near Blackpool, they came to see me there, so I was virtually fostered but still under the care of the Lancashire County Council who the foster parents had to get permission every time to have me.

[Talking together] Yes, yes.
Facilitator: Mm.

It wasn’t a foregone conclusion that I would be…
So did they offer to foster you?

Oh yes.

Yes.

Yes, but later on they wanted (or some of the family – they wanted) to adopt me, but unfortunately the Lancashire County Council said, ‘No’, and me parents must have signed the papers that I wouldn’t be up for adoption, which was unfair because I’d ’ad no contact whatsoever: none. And I couldn’t understand why, but that was it: Lancashire County put their foot down, and that was the way. I was very happy with the [foster] family, at the time. Can I go onto the grandparents?  
Yes.

Have we time? Margaret and Jack, who was my foster mother and father, her mother and father were still living and we got on fine. They were just like me own [marriage] family: very warm, [talking together] very loving.

What memories do you have of your [foster] grandparents then?

Very happy ones. [Interviewer laughs.] They lived in a cottage, down what we called Town Lane [Town Lane, Denton] and a daughter, another Aunt (Auntie Marion) and Uncle Peter, looked after them at their home, and they had one boy, and we were just like a normal family. [Traffic noise. Voices in background.] It was great,
Both: Mm.

but sad because they didn’t have the power, they had to get permission every time they wanted me.

Yeah. What are your memories of other relatives from outside your immediate family?

Well they, ’ad quite a few cousins outside that, and they just treated me like one of the family. You couldn’t... in fact I think David and I were treated more like brothers: which, really, we were. [Voices in background.] May I have - ? 
What memories do you have of your parents’ friends?

Friends. I didn’t meet a lot of their friends – only the ones that the foster parents used to work with – because where I was livin’ then, it was a big ‘hatting’ town, there was about four hat factories and we just met them from time to time. And they always asked how I was 
[Laughs.] Yes.

and when... The other thing which has quite amused me was when we came home for holidays. Some of the people would come up and say, ‘Oh ’ello, are you home for Christmas or Easter? When do you go back?’, 
Both: Mm.

you know. [He and interviewer laugh.] I thought, ‘Well why bother [laughing] askin’?’ but this was it. I was part of a family and this was great for me cos I’d ’ad, up to this time, [aircraft noise] just nobody.  

Mm. [Voices in background.] What family stories or other reminiscences do you remember?

I remember the first time that the foster mother and father took me to the Isle of Man.  We got a train from Denton Station to Fleetwood, and they rigged me out a beautiful hat, jacket: green silk. [Interviewer laughs.] And as we were comin’ in to Douglas Harbour, five o’ clock in the mornin’, and a seagull did it all down me jacket, [other two laugh] and the stain never come out, 

Facilitator: Yes.
you know. But, we ’ad lovely holidays, always.

Have you got any more happy memories like that?

Yeah. I have, but it’s very difficult when you’re tryin’ to… There were sad moments as well as happy, like any family would have.
Facilitator: Mm, yes.

Do you want to share any of them?

Well, I think I felt it, as well, when the grandparents [parents of foster parents] died.
Both: Mm.

Because me granddad had one leg off, because he was diabetes: now I’m talkin’ about 1953, when diabetics it was really bad because there weren’t the modern drugs, it was just insulin.
Both: Mm.

And I think ’e ’ad to ’ave it twice a day. And gradually he lost his, I think he’d already lost his legs, or a leg, when I met him but, they were great. In fact he used to stop overnight sometimes, like any grandpappy.
Do you want to go on to about how you met your wife, and how that changed your life? [Laughs.]

Right, yes, it did very radically because it was Joan. When I first came to Denton I ’ad to live, properly, after I’d been to trainin’ college in Leatherhead. I came back to Denton to live with them and somebody came to the door one day of the house and said, ‘Oh we’ve got an evenin’ for disabled people: would you like to come?’ [interviewer laughs] so I took it, well, ‘Yes,’ so I went, thinkin’ it was just a one-off thing, and it turned out to be that it was a club for disabled, run by disabled.
Facilitator: Right.

All the policy makin’ was done by the disabled, and Joan [Pat’s future wife] at that time, as she is now, she was the secretary of ‘Inskip League for Disabled People’ that was started in Oldham in 1947,

Yes.

by three ex-servicemen who, at that time, any disabled person [traffic noise in background] had a job gettin’ into any normal clubs,

Both: Mm.

you just
No.

weren’t accepted, and this is why they formed a club.

Yes.

Anyway [voices in background] I went, and at the end of the evenin’ I went home, and me foster mother said, ‘Well, how did you enjoy it?’ I says, ‘Oh it’s great’. I said ‘It’s a club for disabled, run by disabled, you know.’ I said, ‘But by gum,’ I said, [interviewer laughs] ‘there’s a secretary there,’ I said, ‘Ee, I wouldn’t like to marry ‘er!’ [Other two laugh.] Just like that, I said, ‘Oh gee, she’s a right thing.’ Anyway, eventually we found out that we ’ad a lot more in common. There were quite a few years’ difference between us but that didn’t matter, and so in 1962 we decided to get married, and we were married on 21st December, 1962, four o’clock wedding, the Full Monty: Nuptial Mass. so we didn’t come out till about half past five, and then a friend of ours from the club was takin’ all the weddin’ photographs as a weddin’ present, but unfortunately, something went wrong with his camera, 
Oh dear.
and the local paper photographer turned up, and Joan said, ‘What ’ave you come for?’  So he says, ‘Oh I’ve come to cover your wedding, because yours is the first disabled couple wedding that we’ve in the area, so it’s big news.’ Well, this was a new church bein’ built from the old – a brand-new buildin’ – 
Facilitator: Right.

and somebody a’d been tamperin’ with the thermostat, 
Oh yes.

and this was in the foyer, and they put a notice on top of this thermostat: ‘Please do not touch’, and when the photographer’s picture came out in the paper, front page, you could see this over Joan’s head: [laughing] ‘Please do not touch’. And it was a very cold night, it was icy, but the wedding was marvellous. We got one or two comments but that’s what we expected. Nice wedding. We went to Joan’s cousins in Marple, for our honeymoon and, nice, just nice, and then in 1963 Joan was expectin’ our daughter, Ruth, and she was due to be born in the August, but she was in a hurry to be born, and she were born on August 16th and which I was surprised because Joan was havin’ a caesarean birth, and with it they told her she ’ad to hang on. Anyway she was two months’ premature, and they ’ad to, well then. And she were three pounds two [ounces] at birth, and went down to two pound 14, 
Wow. 
so we got comments about that, ’specially when I went to Dunlops Rubber Works in Manchester, they couldn’t believe that, first of all I was married, and that we’d got a daughter. [Sound of siren, plus voice.] So they said, ‘Well, how did it happen?’ so I said, [interviewer laughs] ‘What d’you mean, ’ow did it happen?’ I said, ‘We’re a normal couple.’ ‘Normal? You ’aven’t got a daughter,’ I said, ‘I have,’ so they said ‘Yeah, well how?’ so I got a bit edgy on this, so I said, ‘I’ll tell you what,’ I said, ‘We ’ad an arrangement with the bread man, and ’e used to come every mornin’ [interviewer laughs] at eight o’clock, to lift me on,
Yeah.

‘and then ’e used to come back at night to take me off,’ and I said, ‘One mornin’ ’e forgot to come back, and that’s how we’ve got a daughter.’ They was not amused, but that’s my sense of humour,
Yes, yes.

and that’s the only way to treat it, you know, cos some of the questions... it’s unbelievable.

I can imagine. [Loud noise of plane.] Have you got any more children?

[End of Tape 2, Side A.]

[Side B.]
Right. So have you got any more children, or any more grandchildren?

We ’aven’t got, well, we’ve just got the one
Yes.

daughter, because they said it would be dangerous for Joan to ’ave any more. And eventually Ruth was married when she was 19, and it was about four or five years before they ’ad any child. First of all she ’ad a daughter, our granddaughter, Hayley,

Yes.

and she’s now 16 this year, [traffic noise] and then two or three years after, she had Matthew, that’ll be 12 this year. Beautiful, grand, we’re a very close family, they can’t do enough for us, without bein’ over... [Voices in background.] They’re very good to us. Me son-in-law, he’s disabled, but that was at school when he was nine – the teacher made ’im jump over the vault and ’e didn’t want to do it, and ’e caught ’is spine.

When your daughter was young, did you get any help with her?

No, because Joan and I ’ave always been very independent: 
Mm, yes.

that’s the way that we were. Although I went to two special schools for handicapped, we were made to do most things for ourselves, because their theory was, you know, you can’t rely on people: the more you do for yourself, the better, and that’s our policy. I think they’re far too soft nowadays, you know.  
Yes.

Facilitator: Mm.

We was always taught: ‘There was no such word as can’t.
Yes.

‘Try it first, then if we think that you’re havin’ problems, then we’ll help you, but …’ I remember ‘avin’ to... I even helped one or two things in, to feed them or to wash them. They never wanted me to do it, because I used to (particularly washin’) get soap everywhere, where it shouldn’t be.
Facilitator: Yes.

[Laughs.]

‘Oh it’s in me eyes!’ ‘Well shut your eyes then.’ [Other two laugh.] ‘Oh it’s in me mouth!’ I said, ‘Well shut your mouth then.’ [Laughs] This was, you know, they used to, you know, but -
So what memories have you got with your daughter, when she was... 
Very happy.

... when she was growin’ up?

We didn’t have any problems [interviewer starts to say something] but when she went to school, and she had one or two then, but she never told us. It was a mother of another girl who we were friendly with, and she heard this certain girl say something to Ruth, but Ruth would never tell us: she was very protective that way. But she remembers one day; she was in the secondary school, and there was a lad there [traffic noise] who were foolin’ about, and the teacher said to ’im, ‘Sit down,’ he said, ‘you’re actin’ like a spastic.’ And this – Ruth’s  friend – she said, ‘Excuse me sir, but Ruth’s dad is a spastic, and that is insultin’’, and, to me, obviously then, it was not a thing for a teacher of a school to come out with,

No.

because we had problems. This was why we were so adamant on havin’ the name change, [from ‘Spastics Society’ to ‘Scope’] because it had many wrong impressions: it virtually said; if you were a spastic, then you was also mentally-retarded,

Yes.

and it was far from the truth where I was concerned.

Both: Yes.

I think the education we had was limited, and we’ve done well, because it wasn’t just academically... we had to be taught how to dress ourselves, feed ourselves and eventually, get ready for the outside world. And I vowed then, in a early age, that if I could possibly help to make things better or to make people understand, I would, and that’s what I’ve done. In a lot of ways I think I’ve been able to do this.

Have you got any more memories? Did you say you’ve got a granddaughter?

Yes.

What memories have you got of your granddaughter when she was born,
Oh.
and how does she react to your disability?
Well, do you know it’s a thing that never enters the... they just cannot visualise us bein’ disabled at all. It weren’t the granddaughter but the grandson (and there I’m going back, what, four or five years ago, when you, you know, he was very young). Joan had artificial limbs up to five years ago. She walked on these artificial limbs, and of course yer skin’s goes funny when you get a bit older and she began to get more and more blisters on her stump. So it was either leaving them off or she could ’ave finished up with gangrene, and so she took the decision that she could no longer wear the limbs. And one day, Ruth (me daughter) said to Matthew, ‘We’re goin’ up to see Grandma Joan, but she won’t ’ave any limbs on: any legs,’ cos ’e’d always seen ’er with legs: never seen her without. So Matthew came in, and Joan was sat there in her wheelchair, and ’e said, ‘’Ello Grandma!’ So, ‘’Ello Matthew.’ ‘No legs,’ [aircraft noise] and Joan said ‘No.’ And she wondered what ’e was goin’ to come out with next. He said, ‘Never mind, you’ve got wheels.’ [Interviewer laughs.]

Facilitator: [Laughing.] Yes.

I’m right, you know, they’ve never mentioned... they don’t think that way, you know.  To them we’re their grandparents, full stop, there’s no… And Hayley – if anybody said anything funny, it’d be God ’elp ’em, [interviewer laughs] you know, because she just does not... they’re not protective, but they don’t think of us as bein’ disabled at all, it just doesn’t enter… Like Ruth, she never even, because I remember we was once invited to the Red Cross holiday in Blackpool – it was the fiftieth year – and there was a man down there, had all his face and that were burnt with steam: a thing ’ad blown up and hit him.
Facilitator: Right.

And now (why he picked on us, I don’t know) but he used to come every mornin’, and Joan used to just fasten a shirt button for him. Our Ruth said, ‘I wonder how he manages at home,’ and Joan said, ‘Well, how do we manage?’ and she [Ruth] just turned round and said, ‘Well you’re different.’

Both: Mm.

And that’s the way it goes, and that’s the right way cos you don’t need sympathy. All you want is a bit of support, 

That’s it, yes.

and treatin’ normally.  

Facilitator: Yes.

I can’t understand people, the way they think.

Facilitator: I can’t.

OK. That’s very interesting. I’d like to again go on about your home life, and where have you lived as an adult?

Basically here. All these were when I first came to Denton, all these were prefabs, and when we were married we lived in a one-bedroom flat nearer to Denton, so of course when Ruth got to a certain age [voices in background] she had to have a room of her own. And these prefabs were the only accommodation they could offer because, you know, even in 1960 there were very few adapted houses. So of course we came, I’d already been married from the prefab anyway, so they were no different to me, and I think Ruth was 11 months [old] when we came up and, you know, we managed. A few things we might have done unconventional but it doesn’t matter, so long as you get to it. [Interviewer starts to say something.] She was very… [laughs] I remember one day, I was in between jobs, and it was a February, and when she was very young she always wanted to go out: [interviewer laughs] always, and we had ’o gate her, [keep Ruth behind a gate ] and one day Joan says, ‘Right Ruth, you’re a bit older now,’ she said, ‘when you go out, you must keep hold of the thing.’ And one mornin’ she only ’ad her pyjamas and house coat on, and the next thing I knew, she was ’alfway up the avenue in her pyjamas. [Other two laugh.] And there was a bloke on a ladder cleanin’ the lamp, [laughs] and he caught her and he brought her back. And another time, I don’t know what had happened, but she got out, and Joan said, ‘Right! Come back here!’ She [Ruth] said, ‘No.’ She said, ‘Right wait till I come out,’ because Joan did not believe in tellin’ me (‘Wait till your father comes ’ome!’): [interviewer laughs] any problems, she solved them herself, 
Facilitator: Mm.

Yes.

because they’ve forgotten by the time you come home. And she’s stood on the thing, with ’ands round her hips like that, and she says, ‘Well I might as well come and ’ave it now.’  
Facilitator: [Laughing] Yes. Yes.      
And that’s the way, you know.

Both: Mm.

She couldn’t see the disability whatsoever.  

That’s good.
But she’s a corker now. You know, very carin’, like the rest of the family – they’re very carin’ without bein’ over the top.

Facilitator: Yes, that’s good.

What effects has disability on payments had on where you have lived?

In the past, just a bit, but gradually as I got into more and more voluntary work, I got in and I’ve helped to make people, with others, helped them to make them understand the problems, and the way that they push the... [inaudible]. [Voices in background and engine noise.] Like the lack of housin’ for disabled people, that was a big issue, and one of the biggest achievements was transport, or the lack of access onto public transport.
Yes.

This is why I joined. I was on the Transport Users’ Consultative Committee for the north west of England, and that covered from Crewe to Carlisle, so you could see it was a massive area that we covered. This was a government appointment. We was appointed by the then Minister for Trade and Industry, we didn’t get paid we just got our travel expenses and a meal. [Knocking sound: voices in background.] and I was subsequently on two big enquiries: the Heysham-Belfast [enquiry into the closure of the Heysham to Belfast Ferry Line]. When that was held in Morecombe Town Hall some of us got threatenin’ letters: what would happen if it went ahead? We were searched goin’ into the hotel across from the Winter Gardens, and they’d got Ian Paisley over [interviewer laughs] as an objector. He didn’t get his own way, the Chairman in the railway thing said, ‘Right, good mornin’ Mr Paisley, you’ve got exactly 10 minutes to make your point: there’s other people to hear,’ and dead on 10 minutes, [laughing] she shut him up, and he went. And the second one was [voices in background] the 1986... the Leeds Carlisle big enquiry [Leeds-Settle-Carlisle line].  We spent six weeks goin’ right from the... We didn’t cover the Yorkshire side because they ’ad got their own, but we ’ad a joint report and we saved the line. And one of the objectors was Barnes Wallis’s son: you know, the one that invented the bouncin’ bomb?  

Both: Mm.

Well his son – cos he used to work for [sound of cutlery clanking] British Rail at one time, 
Both: Yeah.

and fell out with them. And it’s very interestin’ because we even got to know the sex life of a bee, on the moors of Yorkshire. [Other two laugh.] Very roughly, you know.  A lot of it was repeatin’ it all, but the thing is we saved it, and now they’re doin’ all the stations up. [Voices in background.] Education: when they were talkin’ about pupils, disabled, bein’ integrated into normal stream education, I ’ave always ’ad reservations because I don’t think (through experience mostly) that you can integrate every disability, it’s just not on – particularly if you need speech therapy or physio, it just disturbs the rest of the class.
Yes.

But I, still to this day, am not convinced that it wholly works because it’s not in the infants or the secondary, it’s when you go on to further education, and when you’ve got these tower colleges. Under the fire regulations, they’re not supposed to go above the third floor. Now the subject that you want could be on the sixth floor, you know, and you’re just not able to follow. So that was a good example where my experience came into it. I think we’ve progressed. I think the internet now, particularly with the Open University, will ’ave eased a lot of it. [Laughing.] That’s if they can afford the fees.

How would you describe your place in the community, or sense of community?

In some ways, I think we’ve gone back: we’ve gone two steps forward, and taken so many back.

In what way?

It’s all down to money now,

Yes.

today. You know, with the ser... I’m not political, this isn’t... with the cutbacks and services, and I don’t know about your authority but the disability bit of it is just mostly on the ‘back burner’. I mean it’s not for the want of tryin’ because we had a good planning committee where we used to go and look at plans every month, send our recommendations in. Environment: funnily enough, we once did a survey of public buildings, and we went to a church and a bloke came out and said, ‘What are you doin’?’ I said, ‘We’re suveyin’ the church for access for disabled’. He said, ‘Well d’you think you should be on private land?’ and I said, ‘What d’you mean?’ He said, ‘Well this is private land, is this church.’ I said, ‘Excuse me, but the church belongs to the community. There’s no such word as ‘private’, and we’ve as much right to be able to come into a church as anybody else.’
I agree there. So do you think you are valued in your community, like in this area?

Yes, I am. [Laughs.] Yes, I am. Not just meself – the people I work with. And I don’t mean this in the voluntary sector. I can see better things since we’ve started, like we’ve always made sure about dropped curbs. We’ve always been reluctant about these when the central governments have brought these disabled right things out because, particularly one we thought. We called it, ‘the fishnet thing’, because it had more holes in it than a fishin’ net. And even now, although every buildin’ is supposed to be made accessible, their interpretation of access and ours are completely different.  They just think, ‘Well, if we put a ramp outside, with railin’s, you’ve filled the criteria.’ Well you haven’t, because you’ve got to also think about the buildin’ inside: particularly librairies. I mean, if you go into a library, the book that you want can be on the top shelf. It’s no good people sayin’, ‘Oh well, you’ve only got to ask,’ – that is takin’ yer independence away. That’s not what we’ve been fightin’ for. We’ve been fightin’ for equal rights.

Did you ever use the DDA [Disability Discrimination Act] as a tool, when you challenged people?

Sometimes.

[Interviewer still talking.] Yeah, but a lot of people didn’t know what you were on about, basically.
I mean in these days, like if you can’t get into a building...
You see it’s difficult, but I mean we had... naturally, we do mention... but, like this town or like most towns in the Tameside area [area of Manchester], you can be talkin’ about Victorian buildin’s and there’s a lot of times when it just isn’t feasible, and I think you’ve got to learn to comprise sometimes.
I agree.

I know it’s not -
[End of recording.]
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