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Right, my best summed-up early schooldays is that at the time I didn’t think it was so good and some things I were quite happy with at school, certain aspects, and other aspects I warn’t at all happy with. The discipline side I learnt to cope with. Being put in callipers and night splints, I didn’t learn to cope with. In retrospect, there isn’t anything about it that bothers me, it’s just a phase o’ life that you’ve got to get through: it’s part of getting’ to where you’re going.
Mm.

I don’t think it did me any lasting damage at all: in fact I think there were certain aspects of it that probably, long-term, are good for yer. You know, even to the point of having unwanted callipers put on your hips.
Mm, yeah.

It strengthens your resolve to do things that you wanna do. It lays a basis in your life, it’s there in the back o’ your life, it’s there in the back of your mind how bad things can get, and [laughing] it constantly reminds you of how good things are now.

Now I’d like to move onto the next section, which is about, out and about. When not at school, what memories do you have of being outside, or playing outside, the garden, local park, woods, fields?

Well when we lived at Moortown, we lived opposite Adel Woods, and as young children we often, in summer on a Sunday afternoon, walk through these woods, past something called The Seven Arches to Adel, and there’d be a field and a tea house there and, 
Mm.

people’d congregate on hem in them days. So that’s an early memory; walking through there with me mother and father and maybe other friends or relatives. You know, it’d be an event, we’d walk to Adel and then we used to play out in garden, a lot in summer. [Voices in background.] We always had bikes (tricycles and what-have-you) when we were young. And then, also in summer, we’d have days out and we’d go to Ilkley, and as a family we’d walk up onto Ilkley Moor, up to White Wells Tea House that used to be there, and then maybe across to the Cow and Calf Rocks, and then back down to Ilkley, and get a bus or a train back to Leeds. And then on other occasions we’d have a day out to Knaresborough, and once again we’d get a bus or a train to Knaresborough, and then spend a day p’raps walking along the road, along the side of the river at Knaresborough, and then back home in the evening. We might even have had an odd trip to Harrogate, or Otley, and me mother and father sometimes used to walk over Baildon Moor, but it were considered too arduous for me, so I always got left somewhere else, probably with me grandparents, while the rest of the family did that walk over Baildon Moor to Ilkley – not that they did it very often, but they have done it, and I never did it with them. But I did do most walks, you know, very rarely did I get left anywhere. I used to go everywhere with hem.

Interviewer: Where did you -
And then you see we used to get our annual holiday at east coast as well. Always we had two weeks at east coast.

Mm.

Last two weeks in July, every year, sometimes to Filey, sometimes to Bridlington, Sewerby Park, and then when we went there, we p’raps had day trips up to Scarborough or whatever places we warn’t actually staying in, we’d have day trips to as well. I would say that they are some of the best memories that I have of me childhood: our two weeks’ holiday at the coast. We really looked forward to it every year.  

What memories do you have of seeing friends at the time, when you weren’t at school?

Well I didn’t have many friends when I warn’t at school, because when you go to boarding school it’s difficult to sustain friendships at home cos you’re only home for a weekend when most of time you’re doing things with your family. But I did have an odd friend or two where I stayed with me grandmother. You know, I used to be friendly with [a] couple of children that lived in same street at Armley, and obviously I had me brother all the time, so when I were at home and he were there... He rarely stayed, if ever, with me grandparents – he didn’t like staying with anybody, he had to be at home all the time. Obviously having a brother at home, you’re not reliant on extra friends for entertainment; you’ve got ready-made friends there.

Mm. What about going out to the shops?
Yeah, I’ve always gone out to the shops, always. You know in them days you p’raps used to shop regularly for food: you know there weren’t the supermarkets that there is today. I would go out to shops with me mother: she’d have a trip up to the shops and I’d go with her, and same when I was staying with me grandparents.
Mm hmm.

Me grandmother would go out shops and I’d go with her, and it’s hard to describe, but shopping were a different experience in them days. You’d walk down a street and different shops for everything. It’s nothing that you can compare to today.

Interviewer: And what -
Definitely.
No.

No supermarkets: the supermarket warn’t invented then. [Interviewer laughs.] Also we used to go to town shopping occasionally, so you’d go to Leeds and there’d be big shops like Schofields, and Lewis’s, Matthias Robinson’s, and what-have-you, and we’d probably go to town and make an event of it by having our dinner out while we were down there, and go to one of these places, probably either Schofield’s or Matthias Robinson’s for our dinner. While we were in town, we’d have a proper meal, and this were part of the ritual of going shopping.

Facilitator: OK?
What early memories do you have of travel?

Once again we went to all these [voices in background] destinations around... We went to Ilkley, Knaresborough, and our annual holiday. In fact very early on in life, we didn’t get booked anywhere on east coast so we got Rail Rover tickets and for a fortnight we stayed at Crossgates wi’ me father’s parents, and there were a station there and every day we went somewhere different – caught a train out of Crossgates, probably to east coast, [sound of door banging] but we went to different places. One day we went to Scarborough and another day we went to Bridlington, another day we went to Filey: we just went to different rail destinations on a daily basis. That were in the days of steam trains. So I had a few journeys by steam train and often when we went on our holidays we went on a coach, a bus, a special like holiday coach that just took yer away and just took people on holiday and then presumably brought those coming back, back home.

Mm.
Facilitator: OK?

It were about 1958 when the first member of our family got a car. [Sound of horn in background.] 

What about family, or other trips out, including day trips?

Well we just regularly had day trips out throughout the summer. It were just a regular thing.

Interviewer: What about winter?
Well I played games in winter, and gone out in summer.  

What are your memories of weekends or times when your family were together?

Well we obviously visited me grandparents every Saturday, and as I say in summer I either went out on a Sunday or played games at home. Got visited by me father’s brother or [interviewer laughs] one of me mother’s sisters, or something like that.  

And what do you remember about festivals or customs, locally?

Well when we lived at Moortown, 
Yeah.

we went on annual bus trips. We had a couple, maybe once or twice a year, we had trips to the coast from a housing tenants’ association or something like that, and we’d p’raps have a trip to Blackpool illuminations in autumn, and maybe a trip to Skegness or, not Skegness, Cleethorpes, or somewhere through summer. We used to have these bus trips from our estate at Moortown, to the coast: that were a tradition. Several coaches probably, you know,
Mm.

there’d be a lot of people went on these trips, and we probably had several coachfuls of us.

Did you ever move house early on?

Yeah, we moved house. Well, when we moved from me grandparents we moved from one set of grandparents to another’s, and then when we got our own house, when we moved there, and then we moved again in 1956 to Farnley, where me father still lives, same house. I don’t live there any more, and I’ve had a few moves, but that’s a later-on thing.

Facilitator: OK.

Yeah.

[End of recording.]   
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