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My name is Ann Austin.  I’m at Cerebral Palsy Midlands, to interview Pauline Johnson and today is April 9th. 
10th.

10th. Thank you.  All right Pauline, do you want, you wanted to say something [talking together] from last time?

Yes, yes I do.  I like to perceive myself, I like to introduce myself in situations like this, as ‘Pauline Irene Johnson, Variety Artiste, now retired, in, on the amateur c, on the amateur circuit,’ because my mother was in show business professionally, and I got into this at a very young age, and then when I got older, I got more serious about it and so, I’ve always wanted to be a variety artist, ever since I can remember: you know, since a child; and, lucky for me, when I joined this building which we are in now, in the old days when it was known as ‘Midlands Spastic Association’, way back in 1965: ‘66 that way, that, when I left school in ’65, I think I joined the MSA Club, the Wednesday Night Club when I was about, maybe seventeen, and from then, every time they wanted a, they were looking for, you know they were going to have a, sort of parties, and that sort of thing, [voices in background] social gatherings, where either parties, as I said, Christmas parties, you know to, nights to raise money and that kind of thing, and I said that I sang a little and danced a little, because of my mother’s theat…, because of my theatrical background, and they gave me a trial once and then the rest is [laughing] history basically, and I became, well, quite popular, if it doesn’t sound too much of a pat-on-the-back on my part, do you know what I mean but I became, a sort of, a personality actually on site, as it were, and it was: I remember a while ago, I can’t remember the year it was, but we had a couple named, in the good old days, their name was ‘Peter and Mavis Barrett’, who actually used to come, Mr Barrett used to come and visit my home, as I said earlier on the other tapes, as a child, and, you know, and he used to knock the door and say ‘How are you?’ and ‘Is she OK, blah, blah?’  And incidentally, they had a retirement do: [squeaking noise in background] a retirement party, because they were now going to retire.  I can’t remember where they were going, I can’t remember the year that was again, but, it was quite successful, and I had, Peter and Mavis Barrett, actually I asked them to put all the chairs out in a sort of rows, like a theatre sort of thing, and I sat on the, they had the, had the stage and I said ‘Well’ and I requested that the Barretts should sit in the front row, as far as I can remember, you know,

[Talking together]  Can I

and I can remember what happens to, and I can remember the act I performed that, and I don’t remember that, very vividly: that was an Hawaiian, I did an Hawaiian act then.  
Can you tell me why is this important to you?  Why is it important to, for you to be known like that?

Because it’s something that I would have liked, I, that is something, you know, that is something that I would have taken on as a profession, if I hadn’t had cerebral palsy.  Funny how fate is, isn’t it? You know, I often asked my mother, I said, ‘If I,’ I says ‘Do you think if had have been able-bodied, do you think I might have made it successfully-wise?’  She said, ‘Oh yes,’ she said, ‘I would have introduced you to the Variety Club, and you could have taken up with them.’  I said ‘Well I’m not going,’ I said, ‘well if that was the case, I certainly wouldn’t have you sitting on the panel,’ because my mother also, at some point in her career, was also a judge, who was judging up-and-coming artistes, you know.  
So how does it make you feel, Pauline, that you haven’t been able to fulfil your ambitions?

As regards to it being, I have to disagree.  
Mm hm.

Oh yes, I am quite satisfied with what I’ve done, as regarding to, as regard to performing an artiste, because I’ve given pleasure to other people with cerebral palsy, and I, to my physical, ability, as it were, I’ve been able to bring up, I was able to bring normal variety acts within … not world, I wouldn’t have but it’s a sort of environment: that’s the word I wanted: environment, because ninety-nine per cent of the time people with cerebral palsy or any other special needs person, is taken to pantomimes, on outings to pantomimes and to the theatre: and nobody actually isn’t … you know, I mean [??]  I have heard of [banging noise and voices in background] acting, actors who are prepared to act in mime, theatres with people with downs syndrome and things like that: special needs people in that regard; but as, as far as I know, there’s never been anyone [laughing] quite like me before: within, which I’m proud to say, but again, I try to show a little modesty, and the sort of, there’s an old theatrical saying ‘Be nice to know on the way up because you’ll never, you’ll meet them again on the way down,’ there’s a theat, I’m also very interested in theatrical sayings and superstitions, which I also learnt off my mother: they were very, very interesting.
[Loud voices in background.]  I was wondering if we could go back a bit to what your mother talked about?  I was wondering if we could go back to some of the earlier times?  But I do hear what you’re saying about wanting to be known as not just a woman with cerebral palsy.

Oh no, no, no:

Yes.

and I think that if anyone were, you know, if you’ve got a talent, or you’ve got some sort of intellect, or, you know, you’ve got [??] a lot of people have desk jobs and things like that, who I, why not go into every walk of life, if you are physically able to, or you are mentally able to, and it’s your own personal capabilities, to the fore, such as, why not a solicitor?  Why not … you know, why not go and do it?  All sorts of the world, things like the law, and as I say, a barris, not necessarily a barrister but a solicitor, you know, sort of, or perhaps, you know, [????] but if you’re able to get a career, good luck to you, that’s what I say.
Can we go back a bit then, to your early days again?  

Yes.

I just wonder about your memories of just, of being at home when you were little.  What memories do you have?

As I said, as I said on the other tapes it’s mainly to do with growing up and sort of, going to the, you know, going to the school, going to school, going to the hospital for this, for this examination, and that examination, to the Orthopaedic Hospital just to get, to collect my boots, when they’d been drilled a hole in the right boot, to accommodate my calliper.  

Can you tell me a bit more about how you were treated and what you felt about it?

You mean by my parents?

I was thinking that time about the hospital, but whatever you feel.

Well, it’s, that’s rather vague.  Oh obviously, I remember getting on the table, you know, getting on the bed and being examined and, you know, seeing how, how strong the foot was, you know, you, sort of, get you to lift up the foot and they sort of, get you to press against the hand: do you remember that? And… you know, and this, you know, take your shoes and socks right off, and sort of see how you walk in a general sense.

Did you have any periods when you had to spend time in hospital?

As a matter of fact, thank God no, [laughs] I’m very lucky, as I said, the last, the only long period, as I said on the previous tapes, is only when I was a baby.  I did go into hospital to have my tonsils out, like a lot of children do.  Oh, I also went into hospital…  Apparently, when I was a child, they noticed, they, said how, I don’t know how they noticed but, I did go into hospital to have some teeth out, because apparently there were some teeth growing on the one, more, more teeth on one side of my mouth, [traffic noise] than others, so they had to be removed, surgically, [talking together] so that was
Do you remember that, do you remember that time?

Yes as a matter of fact, I do, and I also remember going as I say, going to have my tonsils out.  I do remember that.  [Talking together] Yeah.
What was that like?

It’s, you know, it’s again vague-ish, but I can remember, certainly sitting upstairs and crying ‘I want to go home’ like most children do.

Do you remember how, your, how cerebral palsy was talked about in, either around your family, or by the doctors?

Oh you know what the doctors are like and I mean, as you can remember yourself, I mean they can say, you know, sort of, ‘Ooh,’ you know and sort of, ‘she walks like this,’ and sort of business, and then also, or, also they got this habit of looking at your shoes, aren’t they, haven’t they you know and I do know that I wear out my right slipper out more than my left, because obviously I walk on my right toe. Actually I’ve got, now I have to have hard skin removed from there now every time I go to the chiropodist, but it’s not hurting in any, in that sense of the word, it’s just that it just, they noticed that, this slipper, you know, do wear more and more than the right slipper: [laughs] but, you know, but that’s life, isn’t it?  That’s how, that’s life, the way things are, aren’t they?  You know, but as long as I can get on my feet and as long as I’m OK and thank God I walk unaided still, thank God.

And, when you were young, did your parents talk about you having Cerebral Palsy much?  Or did other people talk about it?

You mean within the family?

Yes.

It was never, you know.  In what capacity are you referring to?  Such as I mean you’re not talking about cerebral palsy, you know, every week, or every month, or every year, sort of thing: you know what I mean?  But it’s… you get more [??] by strangers in the street, or on the bus, do you know what I mean?  ‘Ah! there, there!  Oh what a shame!’  Oh, incidentally whilst we’re crossing of my mind, you know, when, I don’t know whether you’ve noticed this yourself but, when they say start talking about, I know this is on, on television and in the media: when they say well they’re raising money [background noise] to raise money for special needs children or, or ‘This child had got cerebral palsy,’ they say, ‘Oh what a shame.’  It’s all very twee-twee, isn’t it?  Tweet-wee: and I don’t mean twee-twee, you know, with the birds.  You know, it’s all twee with these little, when you’re children and [??] children today, and they still think about people, children with cereb, I mean the general things when they’re raising money, and things like that, they talk about ‘children with cerebral palsy’.  They never even mention: and this, and I am getting on a bit on a soap box: from time to time you will find, as part of this interview, that I will get on, you know I will get on and off this soap box, over certain situations regarding people with cerebral palsy, in general.  Now if you notice, that as I say, when you’re a child, or, children even now, today, in this, the beginning of the Twenty-first Century which we are now in, they say ‘Children with cerebral palsy.  Ah well [????] we’ll have this and we’ll raise money for that’ and he’ll, you know and if they interview some parent who’s got a child with cerebral palsy, it’s ‘Give them a present and giving [???] the kid, but they never seem to think this is a general, or this is a personal observation, on my part, that I have noticed this as I’ve got older, and I do notice it still now as a middle-aged woman, and into early and now getting into an older situation, that adults with cerebral palsy are never ever mentioned at all, either in, in the news or in the media.  Now, I find, you know, I find that very, somehow, somehow demeaning in some way.  I don’t know whether that is your perception of that, you know…
Could you tell me a bit more about that, how you feel about it?

Because I feel that, this generalisation once again, not me personally, but people, that people, but people with cerebral palsy who are adults, are never, never mentioned in the media.  

And how does that make you feel?

Annoyed.  Annoyed, you know what I mean?  You hear the odd occasion, you know, when some gentleman in a wheelchair let’s say, trying to cross the road, ‘Oh, can I help you?’ and then I’ve also had that myself, [laughs] and then I get sort of, you know, then I get, you know, [mimicking, drawing out the words,] ‘Are you all right?’  [????] ‘Yes thank you.’  ‘Are you sure?’ and you got that sort of, and, and I am using this sort of tone of voice to illustrate the stranger in the street, who is actually saying to you ‘Well can I help you?  Are you all right?’ and well, I don’t know about you but I say, ‘Yes thank you very much.  I’m perfectly all right thank you,’ but there are certain, of course, there are certain situations where you have to, hopefully though, grit your teeth and say, excuse me can you help me to do this, or that?’ you know: but it’s, but generally speaking you know, it’s, you know, it’s so, you know, with the general members of the public you know you get, “Oh dear, dear, diddums, waddums, pat on my head” syndrome.

Do you remember that when you were a child?  Were you treated like that then?


The odd occasion.  Very rare, because a child then you see.  

What, how were you treated then, by other people?

Now?

No, when you were a child.

Well it was, “Ah, isn’t she sweet?” or, I can remember my mother telling me there was one occasion, we were talking about, I dunno, [laughing] I can’t remember what we were talking about, but she said that there was one woman, asked her directly.  She says, ‘Has Pauline got downs syndrome?’  She didn’t use the word ‘downs syndrome’.  ‘Is she a Mongol?’  And in those days, you know this was a, downs syndrome used to be known as down, ‘mongolism’.  It was an insult to the, and according to my mother, and I agreed with her, it’s an insult to the Mongol race.  ‘Is she Mongol?’  ‘No she isn’t!’  ‘Is she mentally, you know, deficient?’  Is she mentally deficient?’  ‘No she is not!’ you know and, ‘No she isn’t’ you know, what I mean, that’s, you know, I don’t know whether, [??] your remembrance [??] a lot of that but it’s so … you know; when you know, when you clearly haven’t got a, sillier, you haven’t got any, well, you’re a little bit slow in the hand-writing may be but I mean, and I… unfortunately I’ve remained that way all down the years, but what I mean is, you can’t, you’re saying, ‘Well’ you know ‘she’s got any [drags out the word] learning difficulties because [laughs] huh!
But what did you feel about sort of, somebody who was asking very directly, as apposed to the people who don’t, just flannel round the subject?
It’s… amusing at some point, in some places.  I mean I had an incident only, had some a while ago and the incident was [laughs] a very unusual, very recently actually, when I was going to have my flat … workmen were going to come in and put central heating in the property because my flat is an ordinary council property and it hasn’t got central heating.  Now at long last, Birmingham City Council are putting the central heating in a lot of properties and on the 6th of, yeah, 6th March last, two guys come in and they said, you know, to see where the radiators were going to go, and they were answering this questionnaire, and that, and they got this, you know, ‘Do you have a physical disability?”  Well when it came to that and I said I’d got cerebral palsy, [laughing] [traffic noise] this chap, this is a very, and you can keep it on the tape because this is very amusing: extremely amusing, because this chap said, when I said I’d got cerebral palsy, ‘Oh yes,’ he says, ‘I know someone like that.’  I says, ‘Oh yes?’  And he says, ‘Don’t you have to,’ [laughing] this is where the funny thing is, this is: ‘Oh, oh you have to have a physic; you have to have a massage don’t you?’  And I looked at the other, I looked at the other older gentleman, like, sort of, ‘Ooh, how do I answer that kind of thing?’  As I turned round him I said, excuse me?’  I think you’re referring to physiotherapy.  Massages are something quite, quite different,’ and oh my God, [laughs] That was amusing, [talking together] in itself [laughs].

How did, how about when you were younger, and people, the people who knew you?  OK, we’ll leave your parents aside, but what family, friends, neighbours:  how did they, [talking together] treat you?

I [???] well, they did say ‘Good morning’ of course and ‘Good afternoon’, in the usual, polite exchanges like that, but generally, it’s nothing to do with them, sort of thing.  If Mr and Mrs Johnson next door, or Mr and Mrs Johnson down the road, has got a daughter who’s got cerebral palsy, it’s nothing to do with us, is it?

So… it was quite a private neighbourhood.  People didn’t talk?

Oh yes there were always a lot of, I mean, yes, yes that’s right.  She did make some friends, later years when we moved to 900A Coventry Road, Pay Mills. [??] There was a lady from the [??] around the corner who, who was teaching her German.  Ursula.  

What about you, [clears throat] what about your friends when you were young?

I was quite… was then known as a ‘loner’. [Voices in background.]  I don’t know why it was but, as I said on the previous two tapes, you know, most children were a little bit jealous of me in a way, which is very, very, sad and I don’t … you know. You’ve got this child with cerebral palsy in a school, who are catering for special needs children of all kinds, which are not only, a lot of people with cerebral palsy, you know, went to that school: but you had the odd person who was deaf and dumb, there was, I remember Jeff, Raymond Overton, who died some years ago who I knew, came here years later, but he went the same school and he was totally deaf and dumb, and got, so I mean to have, to be struck to, special need, with three, it’s just, just that man alone, with three things wrong with you: you know, you’re deaf, you’re dumb: well you’re dumb because you’re deaf, and you have cerebral palsy.  [Mechanical noise in background.]  I mean that was very sad in itself.
So why do you think they were envious of you?

Because of Mum’s … theatrical things and you know, and every time she picked me up she was always glamorous, even when she wasn’t, you know, it was not in her costumes now I’m talking about.  You know I’m talking about being dressed up in an outfit, let’s say, with a coat and shoes to match and a handbag to match, or something like that or, you know what I mean?

Yes, so how did you feel, about the way they treated you, with not having friends?

It didn’t bother me really, I mean it didn’t really bother; I had a few, a couple of friends: 
[Talking together]  Could

but not to say, not say, they say, you know, ‘We’re real bosom pals, we’ll stay together all those years.’  ‘Oh, remember when we were at school?’ that kind of situation.  
[Talking together]  So what’s

Once you’d left school, you know, like a lot of people do, you know, you leave school and you lose contact with each other, you go your separate ways: you lead your separate lives, that kind of thing.
But, can you just go back to then. [End of Side A.]
Side B
I’m wondering what other kind of things you enjoyed doing when you were young.  What did you play with?  What did you?
Well obviously I played with a load of beautiful dolls, [laughs] and my beautiful twin-dolls pram and my teddies and things like that, because I had, oh that was at home: and my Triang, the, and I had a little desk and easel made by Triang.  That’s a, that was a brand name, you know.  Do you remember the Triang toys?  You do: and, you know, I said ‘Ooh, you, this is remarkable,’ I had a, so many times [???] and she used to buy these beautiful, beautiful toys, in a shop in town somewhere, which is now closed by the way.  Of course I had the odd silly little thing, say from Woolworths in those days, do you remember?  That, they weren’t quite, quite [?]  and my beautiful rocking-horse, which I’m now, you know, photographed.  I must bring you my pictures next time, by the way, and show you, and 
And reading, did you, when did you learn to read?

Ooh I can’t remember, but I do, can, I can, I do remember reading. I had my first watch: Mum said ‘You can have a real watch,’ she says ‘you can learn to tell the time properly,’ and I had my real first watch at the age of eleven.  I had it for my eleventh birthday, and I’ve got photographs of me showing it off, by a, standing by, I think it’s by the fireplace, actually leaning over like this, you know, and showing it off.  I was actually eleven then.  
Let’s talk a bit more about school and, your memories of that.  Can you remember your first day at school?

[Banging sound.]  Oh no, I can’t!  No don’t ask me that because that’s a complete blank.  I don’t actually remember my days at school.  There are again snatches that I remember.  I remember, going by this [??] you know, and reaching for a pin.  [Laughs.]  I don’t know, I don’t remember doing [??] that, but it was, I, you know, I didn’t go to school ‘til I was six you see and because when we were living with my grandfather in Wiley Road, we didn’t go, as I say I didn’t go, I didn’t get a school place, until we moved to 151 Grange Road, Small Heath because the school that was available and more convenient that mum wanted, my parents wanted me to go to, was round a couple of corners which was in Little Green Lane, Small Heath.
Was it a special school?

Yes… It was a PH [Physically Handicapped] school, Little Green Lane.  Victoria, you know, Victoria School for the Physically Handicapped, in Small Heath.

And what was it like?  Can you, was it, were there many people there?

Yes, there were quite a lot, and as I say, I do remember Mr, as I’ve mentioned it before, Mr Perrett who was the head, the main head, was the headmaster of the school, of that particular school. Very as I said, a very nice man: a very, very, nice man.  You know: very nice.

Can you remember any particular memories of?
Yeah well there was, my, as I say, Mum used to buy as I say, beautiful, as I said before, beautiful, beautiful displays for Harvest Festivals and, that we used to have at school, you know.
Can you tell me about a typical school day there?  Can you remember how it went?

That’s, well I went, I mean obvious we used to go to the playing fields a lot.  I mean it’s, [some background noise] picked up by another special bus from West Midlands Travel, and we used to pile in there and we’d go to this special: I can’t remember where it was, don’t ask me where it was because I don’t really know, I don’t even know where that was, they was playing fields, where a lot of children played, you know: rounders and all that sort of thing, you know what I mean and football and that kind of thing, in playing fields.  It was, I mean it was used quite for, extensively by other schools I know, that I know of: do you know what I mean?

But were, what was, what were you good at school?  What did you enjoy doing?

At the school?  Well I was very [engine noise in background] … I like, I liked Science.  I, we all had a little bit of [??], a little bit of that and not really, not in a serious… like, you know.  You cut up a little bit of, you know … tadpoles or what was it?  On one occasion we, sort of, cut up a, I think it was a frog.  [Laughs].  Can you believe?  Oh yes, I can remember that most vividly, and
Was that in your junior school?

[Voice in background] No this was when I was a little bit higher up: you know.  I can’t think of anything, I can’t remember quite a lot about my very early years at school: [talking together: inaudible.]
Can you remember good moments or the bad moments?

Oh yes, as I told you, I was quite worried, quite extensively, by as I say, I mentioned in the other tapes, you know, when we were both taken in front of Mr Perrett and sort of, you know; for her terrible scarring of her scratching me all down the one arm.  

This was another child was it?

Yes, that’s right.  

Can you remember how it started or, [talking together] anything about it?

[Laughing]  No I can’t.  No, no, it was just, she was picking at, I don’t, I can’t remember those things, you know: it’s all, it’s, I don’t know what it is.  My, the favourite name for me at the time was ‘Johnson’s Wax Polish’. [Laughs.] Oh it’s ridiculous, it’s you know, as silly, how silly it sounds now, doesn’t it?  [Voice in background] You know, [calls] ‘Johnson’s Wax Polish’ and things like that.’  How ridiculous, you know… you laugh at it now.  [Laughs].
Do you remember, do you have any memories of school trips or outings?  

Oh many.  As I said… the outings to the playing fields.  Several come to mind down the years, of course, and the Christmas parties at the school, you know what I mean and, oh going to a specific [laughing] sort of, like something like Trentham Gardens, something like that you know what I mean?  But generally speaking, I can’t quite, don’t ask me to rattle off, sort of, ‘I went here, I went there with the school’ because I can’t quite remember.

Did you ever go to the sea?

Yes.  When my aunt Vicky, my mother’s sister, lived in Essex.  [Voices in background.]  I can’t remember where it was now, but it was somewhere in Essex, and eight maybe?  Seven, eight?  Maybe six, maybe seven or eight.  I actually have a picture of, again, I have a photograph, wearing a bathing costume and playing in the sand with a bucket and spade like most children are.  
Do you remember enjoying it, or?

Oh yes, very much so.  Oh yes: oh yes.  I mean my life actually is very rarely, it’s very well-documented in photographs. [Laughs.] Anyone wants a, a sort of a photographic archives, you could, you know, you could sort of, you know, follow me from birth to the present day.  [Laughs].  

What about your secondary school, did you stay on at that school right through secondary years, or not?

I didn’t go to secondary school in the sense of the word.  I stayed, as I said I stayed at Victoria School in Little Green Lane until I was, until they were going to pull it down, you see: and this is, I’m now about, thirteen to fourteen now: and so they were gonna be pulled down.  That particular school was gonna be pulled down, it was going to be demolished, so… they transferred me to a school in Sheldon; and I remained in, I went to this other school in Sheldon, I can’t remember what it was, I can’t remember the name of that school now, but I do know it was in Sheldon, and I remained there from thirteen ‘til I left school at sixteen.

Can you remember the, any decisions that were made about going to that school?  Any talk about it?

Yes, well they, they said ‘Well it’s gonna be closed down, we’ve got to find another school,’ obviously, and quite a few of us were transferred to that school.  
And were there other children there?

Yes. Oh yes they, yes, there were obviously other children there.  

And what are your memories of that school and being there?  

Well there was another gentleman who was the headmaster, but I can’t remember the man’s name.  I can see him now, funnily enough.  He had darkish hair, pleasant features, but I can’t remember his name.  No, I can’t.  And I can’t remember the teachers from that year, that school either, because that’s a blank to me now too.  

What did you like about that school?
Well, that school … were on a complex: it was a special site in Sheldon was, they were going to build three schools, there was the, one for the deaf, one for the blind and one for the physically disabled.  Actually I do remember, making friends with another class.  My class made another friends with another class who came from the deaf school, and we visited each other, you know what I mean?  [bangs the table or ever to make her point] They visited us and we visited them etc etc.
At school, or at home?

Well obviously what I’m talking about, the whole class went to their school, and their class came to ours, and it was only like, this big complex, it was only like going from, walking, say, a couple of, [??] from, from across the yard there, and around, and round there, the corner, sort of thing, you know what I mean?  

Mm.  And, you say you enjoyed the science there: cutting up the frogs.  [Pauline laughs.]  What else do you remember?

Yes, that’s right.  Oh when Mum used to go out, I can’t remember how I... because I done it from Dad’s works.  Now Dad used to work at the Brewery still then: this is … because Dad was redundant in ‘66, ‘67, something like that?  No, no, no, no, that’s right; that’s right, yes, he became redundant in 1966, just after I left school, and then he became a patrol-man for, I said it was, Telewest: I mean, the Post Offices as it was then: an he used to work in Anthony Road and Ford, Anthony Road and Fordrough [?]  Lane, that’s where he used to work: you know because, you know, he remained a patrol-man for the Post Office, which later became, you know, [talking together: inaudible.]
What was it he brought into school then? Or you brought in?
Well he brought a white coat [laughs] and I was older now, and I loved that white coat, because I used to go in, I’d walk along with him like a proper, you know, like a proper … science bloody …  [laughs: inaudible.]   It was a white one you know, [???] you don’t know what, like what they do, you know.  It was more like a doctor’s coat [laughing] rather than anything.  [Laughs]  When I think about it now: amusing.  It’s strange, the things you like to do when you’re young as I say.
What about exams?  Did you take any exams at school?

No.  No.  It wasn’t that kind of school.

Were you not allowed to, or…?
No it wasn’t, it just never was, it was never suggested, it was never...  Don’t forget this is now … where are we? …. ‘63, ‘64, ‘65.  Now I left school in 1965: I think it was the Easter of ’65, so I left in 1965.
Would you have liked to have taken exams, Pauline?

I don’t, funnily enough, I don’t think that I’d, no, I don’t think I would be, I don’t think I would have been that, that clever in that sense of the word.  I was quite, quite happy: I was quite happy, to, I’d already had, by that age, I was quite happy to entertain people.  I was entertaining people on and off, as it were at school, you know, because that was my main ambition; to go on the stage, and in my own … as it were, circle, in my own circle, I achieved what I wanted to achieve, and I’m still quite happy with what I’ve done in, over the years, as an entertainer.  I’m quite, quite happy with that, and I’m quite, quite contented.  I did what I wanted to do, I succeeded in what I wanted to do, and I got [laughing] notoriety over it, funnily enough, by being an artist in this building by, this person and that person, I’ve got my own little fan club, believe you me!  But you know I am quite contented with what, what I achieved and I’m quite, I’m quite happy with the way things turned out; as regards to that: very happy.
Did you spend time, when you were younger, practising, rehearsing, 
[Knocking sound.]  Funnily enough,

learning things?

Pardon.

Learning things?

Yes.  

What, can you tell me a bit more about that?

In what regard?

Well you said that you enjoyed entertaining people, and I was just wondering what kind of, what you kind of, did to prepare for that?
Oh, learning new songs, learning new routines, that sort of thing, and preparing my own … dance choreography.

Did you go to any classes?

No.  No.  No, no.  I didn’t go to any dance classes in that sense: no, I did not!  All I’ve learned I, as regards to a dance routine, and as a performer, I’ve learned off my mother; and I’m quite contented and I’m quite happy, the way things have turned out as regards to that.  

So when [talking together] you were 
I don’t…

Go on.

I don’t have any regrets, you know.  I have a little regret maybe that I didn’t, wasn’t able to, literally follow in my mother’s footsteps, as the saying goes, and get paid for what I do, but I’m definitely quite contented the way things turned out.  

So you spent quite a lot of time with your mum when you were young.  
Yes.

She was the main person around for you?

Yes, that’s right, yes.

Mm.  Were there any other kinds of things you did with her?

Well obviously we went on [background noise] a lot of outings, particularly from the, early ‘70s, from the 19, you know, 70s when we moved to Hay Mills, because there was a Boeings travel agent’s right in the same road as us, so you know, I used to be, get picked up there on the coaches, and we’d gone, here there and everywhere, we’ve been to Rhyl, Wales, London, Windsor Castle and Scotland, by train, and I used to love going by train, and it was lovely, the, you know, those proper dining cars; I really did like those: really, really, really nice: and we went, you know, we went to Crich Tramway Museum: very , very interesting Crich Tramway Museum, near Derby, I think it is.  We’ve been to … there was Oxford, I’ve been to Oxford and I’ve been ferried around outside, she photographed me outside the School of Music.  [Laughs].  
What do you remember about, you know, what did you enjoy about these trips?

It was really nice and we were photographed for St, though funnily enough, that particular day St. Jude’s were raising money and you know, they, one guy was dressed in a monkey suit and somebody dressed like a clown and, and with a drum and things and I’ve been photographed with them, you know: and we went to a, my mother, we went to a… military display, you know, somewhere, and I’ve got photographs with soldiers behind me, you know what I mean and, and airmen.

Was, did you, was this just with your mother, or was your father there too?

No.  Me father did take me to the fair when I was a little girl, quite a lot, you know, and [??] I’ve photographs with my father, in his arms, funnily enough.  As a little girl; photographs, you know, at the fair, so, and so, you know.
And was that unusual?
No, no, no he did, he enjoyed a lot to the fair: I will say that, you know, when he was younger, and I was a little girl: you know.  
Was he affectionate at all to you?

Yes.  He used to call me ‘Flower’.  That was his nick-name for me, ‘Flower’ or ‘Bab’ or ‘Chick’, you know what I mean, but … he was, he wasn’t a bad man, not really, he wasn’t, no, [??] when he was younger.

Did you enjoy being with him, going to the fair with him and things?

I did, yes: I did.  Yeah I did, [background noise] yeah I did: and, and when he got his scooter: I mean obviously, I mean you know, he didn’t, he didn’t need his scooter to get to work, because he used the transportation, to go to work.  I was supposed to go [??] on his scooter, you know.
How old were you then?

A little bit older then, you know: maybe twelve, thirteen, something like that.  Yeah!

And did you family ever have a car then, or…?

Oh no.  No.  
Just the scooter.

As I say he had a scooter to go to work.  
What do you remember about any Christmases or festival times or special times at home?
With, with Dad you mean?

Pardon?

With Dad you mean?

In general, at home with your mum and dad, or?
Well obviously mum was working on Christmas Day quite a lot, so she had to do dinner the night before, so, how she managed to do all that sort of thing I don’t know, it’s, you know, she’d say, ‘All my presents are wrapped up,’ year after year after year: dinners were cooked and, and she used to go, [hiccoughs] oh excuse me, she used to go to the, she used to go the artists’ club, and then she used to go to these parties or, … you know, parties at working men’s clubs, to work, you know, to use, to everyone, to perform.  
So when did you celebrate your Christmas then, if she was out? 

Well there, she used to give me my presents in the morning, then go off, later.  

And did you, what were your feelings about her often being away and out and things?

Ooh, ah you mean, do I object to her doing that?  I mean there was several people tried to suggest that I was neglected in some way but which is absolutely ridiculous, which is totally absurd.  I’m not, I wasn’t rejected by my mother at all.  Oh no, no, no: [talking together] definitely,

But do you remember what [??]

quite the opposite, quite the opposite actually.  Oh no: quite the opposite.

What about the time when you were about to leave school, did you have any advice, or…?
Yeah well I mean I went as I say on that assessment course.

Could you tell me a bit more about that?

About this assessment course?  Well… they gave you this to try to do and that to try to do, and I couldn’t do anything like that.

Well what kind of things were they asking, you or?

Piece-work kind of jobs and, you know, as I told you before, about that black telephone.  They asked me to take it completely apart and put it together again.  I took it apart, but I couldn’t put it together again: no way could I do that, and it went from there, and it went on like that for the remainder of the course.
What other kind of things were you asked to do?

You know … oh I can’t remember, it’s only that that sticks out in my mind.

How long were you there, can you remember?

Two weeks.  [End of recording.] 
