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You were telling me about the assessment course you were on.
Oh yes, well, the assessment course weekend, it was only there for two weeks, as I said, and I went into this office.  I think it was about three days before we were due to go home and [voices in background] there was a panel of experts, lined up on this table, and there I am sitting like this, you know, and her said, [speaking in ‘posh’ voice] ‘We have your notes here. We understand that we have tried to see if you can do this, that or the other.’  You know, because I can’t even remember what it was, not even half of it [????].  ‘And unfortunately we can only ascertain… [laughs] that you are unable to work.’  
Is that what they said to you?

Yes.  ‘We unfortunately will have to declare you, we will have to unfortunately declare you,’ what’s the word, oh damn! The actual word they used: ‘unemployable’, that’s the word I wanted.  Unemployable!  So this in now, maybe, ‘64, 1964 this took place, I remember that most vividly, 1964.  

How did you feel about that?

Oh, I felt, ‘Oh, I see,’ so I said, ‘Yes, I see: yes I understand,’ I said, ‘Yes, yes, that’s OK.’ and, and then a couple of days later I came home.  So, from then on I, as I said, put my energies, my main energies at the time, for twenty-five, nearly twenty-five years, nearly, you know, twenty-five years as an entertainer for other people with cerebral palsy: and I’ve loved it ever since, and I al, and I loved it.  It was something I was capable of doing and I … I have no regrets, doing it.  It’s something I wanted to do, and that is deep, deep within me.  It’s nothing to do with, I was, it’s nothing to do with pushy parents, nothing like that, just because my mother was in show business, ‘Oh let’s try and teach her to do this, and, you know, and try and make her do that.’  It wasn’t that at all.  As I said before, it was mainly, she started it off, for sort of, entertainment to get your, me limbs going’ you know, to help me to, you know, dance, and use my hands more, and to speak properly and to … project my voice, you know, and I think I’ve been, I’m very, very, happy, because I did all that.  I have no regrets whatsoever.  I gave a lot of pleasure, which I hope I, a lot of people can remember me for it, and I, you know, I consciously decided to pack it up after I appeared at the Aldridge Little Theatre as the Snow Queen, back in 1990.  That was what’s known as “a Swan Song” by the way, but I… it’s funny, isn’t it how you, you know, concentrate on the abilities that you are capable of doing?  And I encourage that, most sincerely.  Now when I … went to Prospect Hall and I was in, they taught me to, you know, to, they were going to teach me to live totally independently, I am very glad I managed to master that, because it’s the most precious, wonderful thing that you know, you can ever have, and you, when you have a visible disability, you appreciate your independence more, I feel.  I can only speak of that personally.  Your independence is much more, you’re more aware of your independence: you’re more aware… this is my own personal, I am more aware of it, and I’m more conscious of that, you know.  Never ever, take, and as I say, people who are able-bodied and, you know, get up every day, go to work, bring the ch, you know, go to work, take the children to school, do this, do that, bring the children up: you know, never, you know, because when you either become struck down with an illness, this is generalisation once again, if you’re struck down like strokes and things like that, they find themselves physically impaired, and they find they have to go into something like a nursing home, and their independence suddenly snapped away from you, you know, they soon, it’s a terrible, a terrible shock to them, because you can be doing, all down the years and then suddenly they have a stroke: things like that, you know what I mean?  
Tell me about you friends and friendships down the years.  What about when you were young, in adolescence, did you have special friends, or?

[Laughing] Oh yes.
Can you tell me about it?

Yes.  Friends, I made friends with Susie Bucknall who was, is still here.  
Sorry could you… 

Who comes at this building now.  I’m just seven days’ older than her.  We’re the same age, [talking together: inaudible.]
And where did you meet her?

At school, funny enough.  She was in the same class as me at one stage, and then when I came here, after I’d left school and she came here too,  ‘Oh hello, why are’ you know, as you usually do, as most people do, you know. ‘Oh! Oh, you know, fancy meeting into you,’ that kind of thing, you know what I mean?
So you’ve had, you’ve known her for quite a long time?

Oh, yes, since we were girls, and we’re the same age, and there’s seven days between us.  
What about…?

I’m seven days older than her.

What about relationships with people of the opposite sex?

[Laughs]  Oh now!  Now, you’ll need a couple of more tapes for going into those sort of things, lovey: believe you me, so, [talking together] you’re suggesting
Tell me about when you were a youngster.  What boyfriends did you have then?

As I said, I started off with Geoffrey Britton at, at the age of fourteen, and he was fifteen,

[Talking together] And where did you?

and that was at school.  
And what did you?

We became friends and you know, we used to have a quiet kiss and a cuddle in a store room of kind, you know what I mean?  But it wasn’t that serious.  So, that is just, I mean, a little instance which you can be mentioned and just dismissed.

Did you go out with him, at all?

No, he, no, no, no, no, very I mean, very strict parents.  Here we go about, about over-protection parents.  You know, here we go again on the soap box.  Now
Tell me a bit more about other friends you’ve had. 
[???]

You said you had lots to tell me about that.

Yes, well, I had … several friends, but I can’t remember them from sixteen to eighteen, but from eighteen on, onwards, I can remember some.  Now, there was, you know, there was several young men which I can’t remember the names of: but, [laughs] you know, which are, you know, but I, when I was eighteen I was, had a crush [laughing] on an older, a man who was older than me, who’s dad came here.  Dennis, now he was older than me, a couple of years, two years older than me.  I didn’t know that at the time: then I only learned that later: and, I had this crush on him: and, terrible crush it was, oh, my God what a terrible crush it was, my Christ Almighty.  How, and nothing developed from there until later, ‘til much later, until I, ‘til early 70’s.
But you’d known him from an earlier, from quite a lot earlier?

‘Til as I say from ‘68 onwards. And… he says, ’You love me, don’t you?’  And I said, ‘Oh yeah, I do.’  And then he started visiting me at my home, and yeah, and yeah, and then when I moved, then in the ’90, in the early 90’s [laughing] when I moved to this half-way place, he was only, he was not so far away from me and I bumped into him again in a club, funnily enough.  I’m talking about in a club of ‘The Outsiders’ at the time, and he joined up as well, and it started on, then it started up again, for a short while, and then it petered out again.  As I say, there’s been quite a few.  Names I can, there’s been Robert, Robert Hawkit, there’s been … as I say, there’s been Dennis, Geoffrey: who else?  There’s [??] many years ago: two David’s funnily enough.  But this is, it’s like business diaries, you know: backwards and [laughing] forwards-ing, you know what I mean?
Were they people you met here, at the centre, or…?

Some, some were and some in, in this outside of thingies and [background noise] … yes.  [Talking together]  I mean,
Was there anybody very important amongst them?  
Not, not until later.  Not until much, much, later. … No.  

Do you want to talk about that?

Well … well, when I became independent, I did …This is where the eyebrows begin to raise: possibly, but then I hope not: from the some, I’m talking about the people who are listening to this.  I mean don’t forget this is the Twenty-first Century for God’s sake.  However, [voice in background] I did have a couple, a few escorts [Laughs].

Tell me about that.  How did you…?

This is now getting into the spicy bits, now.  They’re much more for, a bit more, a bit more spice, so, pin your ears back and don’t be so, you know.  Anyway, I decided to, I had a bit of money after Dad died, you see, and with Mum …  We’re having to go into the … early 90’s now: we’ve drifted, we’ve gone back, but we’ve gone forward, we’ve gone much, much, forward now.  I, when my mother died, she left me a bit of money obviously, and Dad was still alive, and I was a bit lonely like a lot of people are.  I put my name in the, I saw this advertised in a paper: ‘Escort’, in an escort agency, or in, or in I knew about [???] I wanted to meet a man: not necessarily to pay for it, [laughing] as it were, but a sort of … and when I  went to The Outsiders, when I met, when I joined The Outsiders as it was then, you could put down your name down and age and you know, likes and dislikes generally, and your hopes and needs.  It said, then I put down, “Friendships, with a possible view to meeting a gentleman friend.”  So, but I never met anyone there who was that special to me, so we, you know, just skipped that sort of thing, so I’m looking in the Evening Mail, so I decided to answer a couple of lonely hearts in the ‘Lonely Hearts’ column section: and I met a couple, I met quite a few men, quite honestly: and when I answered, it cost me the earth, quite a lot, I mean these 098 numbers, you know, and these, I ring these 08, 0, 0908 numbers, you know?  Very expensive.  In the Evening Mail, they’re still there, I mean you can see them in any newspaper if you look, and there’s so many of these, some popular ones on the internet as you well know, but of course, I ain’t got the facilities for the internet,  and I answered a few ads. and when … I, to, well generally when I usually leave a little message for the person, I used to say, “Well, my name’s Pauline, I’m five foot, five foot one, light brown hair, blue eyes and I am, what, whatever age I was at the time, you know: I’m mid-fifties etc., etc., I answered your ad etc., etc., and I have slight cerebral palsy.”  A couple of men did ring me back, and decided to meet me, but nothing really came of it.  So I thought ‘Well, blow it, I’ll put an ad in myself.’  Yes, I did!  I’ve advertised myself in the Evening Mail.  Again, it cost the earth, again, you know, you leave a message, ‘I am Pauline,’ no, ‘I’m Pauline, my name’s Pauline, I’m…’  [???] When you first read the newspaper, it’s quite free to dial a certain number and you put your message that you want to be printed in the newspaper.  I can remember one ad I put in, which was, “Mature lady of fifty, early fifties, with slight cerebral palsy seeks gentleman of similar age group for friendship and more,” or words to that effect.  And then I get the paper and see if it’s in the paper, you know, see if they’ve printed my ad in properly, and just wait, and then, and then you also have, you’ve got, also got the printed, what number to dial, to get your messages back: so then, the number to get these messages back, and they’ve got several numbers so I was ringing them up and then they’re leaving their contact numbers, so I rang the contact numbers and said, ‘Hello, thank you for answering my ad.  Yes, I got your message,’ or words to that effect, and then you started to talk to a certain lot of men, you know, and, then I said, ‘Oh, this is a,’ I remember one particular man said to me, ‘I was very interested to know your ad [???] said you’ve got cerebral palsy: what is it?’  And then of course, you’ve to get them you know as it is: what is it, and you have to give them a slight lecture of how it affects you personally, a general perception about people in general with cerebral palsy, you give them a quick lecture on cerebral palsy, which is really ridiculous, really, but anyway; he agreed, there were a couple of them did agree to meet me in town and in pubs, you know.  There was one occasion I remember, I agreed to meet, there was quite a few in Square Peg, in the city centre: so I’m sitting there in the Square Peg waiting for Mr X and then, I told him obviously what I was wearing, this is how, the usual format, you know, ‘I’m wearing this colour coat,’ do you know what I mean, ‘I’ve got this colour glasses on,’ and, you know what I mean?  And there was one young man spotted me.  I was sitting there while drinking a drink: it was pop actually, and he says, he walks up to me and he says, ‘Are you Pauline?’  I says, ‘Are you Joe Bloggs?’ you know, I can’t remember the name so [??].  ‘Are you Joe?’ meaning Joe Bloggs.  I said ‘Are you Joe?’  ‘Oh yes.’  I said, ‘Oh yes, yes: hello.  Would you like to sit down?’  ‘No, I’m gonna shoot off.’  In other words, ‘I’ve walked up to yer, I can see what you’re like, now I don’t like particularly what I see, so, you, so I’m gonna, so I’m shooting off.’  With that, I just got up, finished my drink and I walked off.  You know, you do get that sort of … unfortunately, though it is.  And a couple of men have tried it on, more than once, [laughing] you know, you know.  Some of them successful, some of them have been successful, so I am not, [laughs] I assure you I am not virgo intacta. [Laughs] I might as well say it as think it, because you want a … true record of people with cerebral palsy in general, don’t you?  
Did you have any lasting, or
Yes!  
…important relationships?

As a matter of fact one of my… [laughs] escorts, as it were: [sound of hooter in background] I met Tony … it was the summer… It was August of 1996, I remember.  I met him in the church in the Bull Ring on a Saturday afternoon, lunchtime, it was about twelve o’clock, and the church was open, he walks up the aisle, because in that church you can go in and just sit and sit quietly if you want to, [voice in background] and, in, you’ve got on the side of the church there’s a sort of church hall, where was, that particular day, was having a garden fete, or was having some sort of jumble sale maybe, or having some kind, we went in there, he bought me some cakes, [voice in background: traffic noise] and he escorted me to a function that was being run by the nuns.  I gave him £50 that day so that, you know the, because funnily enough, he said to me that, this one: I didn’t know, he was Gee, again he was just, this was Mrs Joe Bloggs having a go, [???] he didn’t know, do you know what I mean, so he said ‘Oh, oh’ this is true [??], ‘oh’ he says ‘you can have me for ten pound an hour.’  I gave him, as I say, I gave him ten, twenty, thirty: it was five hours, at, that’s in £10 an hour, that’s £50 for five hours, and he escorted me to a garden party run by the treasurer of the [??] and then I discreetly slipped him the, an envelope of money at the door, [voices in background] after he left: and then I said, ‘Well thank you for doing [??],’ he said, he said, ‘Thank you for doing that for me,’ and I says, ‘I might be requiring another outing sometime, is that all right by you?’  ‘Yeah.’ he said, so!  Anyway we’ve been to this other function.  It’s not a question of, ‘Excuse me do you [???] ?,’ you know.  I didn’t quite exactly ask “Do you provide personal services?”  He said ‘If you wanted,’ because [laughs] you want complete, because you want completely, you want me to be quite frank, and speak in the language, you know, about it, because this is me, and this is not…. I don’t speak crudely, though, you’ll be perfectly OK by that, but, you know?  And I said, ‘Well, I’d like to see you again, if I may,’ and he says, ‘Yeah, OK.’  So another time I rang him up… to take me somewhere, and we got talking and you know, and he says he liked me and I said I liked his company, and, to be honest with you, one thing led to another and a proper affair grew up, and it lasted for eighteen months,  because apparently, he decided not to, he says, ‘I’m not getting any,’ he’s told me he says, ‘I’m not gonna …’ What does he say?  ‘As you can [???] escorting other ladies while escorting me,’ you know.  ‘I don’t mind obviously, you know, if what he wanted to do.’  He says, ‘No.’ He says ‘No no, I’m not getting any feedback from it so I’ve given it up, but I still want to see you.’  [Voice in background.]  So it sort of stopped then, kind of, it, when I say ‘it stopped then’, I mean it started as a proper relationship and he took me, he took me out. I mean I stopped paying him, and he started taking me out as a girlfriend, and [??] as I say the relationship from then on lasted for eighteen months, you know.  Yes, and then he’s rung me up one day and says, ‘I don’t want to see me any more, and I’m leaving, going to London to start another job,’ so I said, ‘OK then, fair enough.’  And that was the end of that!  And then I got somebody else, another somebody, another gentleman, and then I answered a couple more ads in the newspaper, put me ad in again, to no avail, and yet I met this other gentleman, on-and-off, who I’m now going to see today, funny enough, who, [laughs] that was a laugh in itself.  I mean, apparently he had a thing for me without me knowing, I mean, when Mummy used to come here when it was a variety club and he used to say, ‘How long,’ you know, ‘How’s Pauline?’  Well she used to say, ‘Well, why don’t you go out, go up to [voice in background] her and ask her?’  They said, ‘Well just walk up to her and say, ‘Hello Pauline, how are you?’’ and then we had to go to this special function, funny enough, this was in there too, at the [End of Side A.]
Side B
Yes, as I said, George escorted me round the Convention Centre, and that was that!  Then a couple of weeks later [???] came up to me and he said, ‘You’re a member of The Outsiders, aren’t you?’  I says, ‘Yeah, that’s right.’  He says, ‘Well I suggested that George might want to join the club.  Is it all right if you could have a word with him about it?’  This is now in the early 90’s, this is now ’92; early in the, that’s right: early ‘93.  I says, ‘Oh yes, by all means, I’ll have a word with him when I can spare the time.’  Well, when we went to that convention centre I said to him, ‘George, would you like to come in for some coffee?’ meaning, you know, and I’ll talk to him then, when and I got in the one, in the same vehicle so we were all being dropped off and he dropped off and I says, ‘Would you like to come back to mine and I’ll take the opportunity and talk a bit about it now?’  You know he says, ‘Oh no, I’m sorry, I ain’t got me bus pass with me so, you know, I’ll have to leave it at some till time,’  I says ‘OK then, we’ll leave it to some other time.’  Anyway, to cut the story short, this other day came, and there, it was, I think it was the following Tuesday, he came back, and he came to visit me from Leighton Projects he used to work at, which is near me, and, and I gave him a cup of, you know, a cup of tea and a sandwich, and I started talking about The Outsiders, ‘til suddenly out the blue he says, ‘I don’t want the Outsiders, I want you,’ and what a smack in the eye that, you know, I was gob-smacked by, you know, is the phrase, I was completely gob-smacked when he said that.  I said, 'What?’  He said, ‘I don’t want The Outsiders, I want you.’  You know, and, ‘Oh!’ you know [??] and then he says, ‘Can I kiss you, and again?’ and then it started, and then it started from there.  Then he spent the first Christmas, Christmas ‘93 he spent it, he spent it, he spent Christmas with me: you know.  
Is he still with you?

He… yes.  We’ve had problems in the past and… we split up here and there and everywhere, and then we started it off again, then we split up again, until recently, we’ve gotten together yet again, and it looks as if it could be permanent now.

And how do you feel looking back?  About your relationships and the way, you know, you’ve presented yourself as a ... advertised yourself.  Does that, how do you feel about that?
Well that, it’s my life and I’m quite happy the way things are, and I’m happy the way things have been in my life, basically, and now at the age of 56, coming up to 57, in my mid-fifties, early sixties, I think that I have, I feel that I have actually done something positive with my life.  I feel that I’ve done something worthwhile, in a general sense, and, and I’m quite content with that.  

OK.
[End of recording.]

