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Jill Mahler 

Tape 2, 23.08.05

This is 23rd of August 2005. This is the second interview with Jill Mahler: Sue Geary, interviewer. OK Jill, we’re just going to fill a little bit of detail in if possible, from the stuff that we had before. So, what was your family surname?

My family surname was Partridge.

Partridge. And, what was your -
A good West of England name. My father came from Devon.

Yeah?

And, although the family had been quite large a few generations ago, in fact his father died when my father was two, so there were only two boys in the family, and his brother died quite young too, so we were really isolated. My grandmother, I think I told you, died as a result of
Of bombing, yeah.

bombing, and we moved up to Surrey. My mother also had a kind of funny childhood. I covered that though before I think. Her mother died when she was 12.

What was your mother’s name?

Well, Lederer I think. Her father was an international bridge player who had a famous bridge club in Mayfair, and he had come from Czechoslovakia before the First World War, because he was in the British army in the First World War as an intelligence officer.  But other than that I don’t really remember much. I met him a couple of times, but I was only two or three. I remember we went up to lunch in his club: not the bridge club, but in his gentleman’s club. [Laughing] That’s all I really remember about it: and he died too at a young age. I think probably from neglecting himself, he was very overweight and fond of the good life, [Interviewer laughs] and he died during the war. And so that’s my family. There were just the two of us, my sister. [Talking together: inaudible.]

What was your mum’s first name?

Catherine.

And your dad’s first name?

Reginald.

And was there any... [Had] they ever told you anything about why they chose ‘Jill’ for you? Was there any?

Jillian, actually.

Jillian. They always used to call you Jillian.
Heaven knows. [Interviewer laughs.] No idea. Probably because it wasn’t very common in those days,

Right.

especially spelt with a J.

Yeah.

So, no idea. [Pause.] My second name is after my grandmother. I think it is quite unusual, I’ve never met anyone else called Annas, but… 

Ah ha, yes. 

that’s all. 

Doesn’t sound English.  

Well -
You spoke about how important this Mrs Hudson-Smith was to you when you were at [both talking together] school. [Inaudible.]

Well -
She was a fascinating woman.

Well, she was because she was really a pioneer in her field of speech therapy. Of course, really we were more complex problems than just straightforward cp [cerebral palsy] but she started this school, a boarding school. And the first day I was one of the first pupils, and there were only seven of us, the first day, and then more came, you know, on following days, so I really felt like a pioneer [interviewer laughs]. And I was there for 18 months and, I mean now I believe it’s for very much more complex speech problems.

It still exists, the school?

Oh yes. In fact I was rather disappointed that when it was 50 years old, they didn’t invite old pupils back,
[Talking together.] Oh! Yeah.

or make any thing of it. Anyway, but you know, you always wish you had really made more of these people when you became adult but times and affairs and families kind of fill your life, and -
You mean that you’d kept in touch?

Well yes, or at least [knocking noise] went back to say, ‘Well thank you very much.’

Oh right.  

Yes.

So it made quite an impact on you, this woman and the therapy?
Well, I mean certainly it opened the door to a good education, 

Yeah.

and without a good inclusive education, I’m sure I wouldn’t have got to university or had a career,

Mm.

or anything like that. [Sound of pages being turned.]  

[Talking together.] Do you -
Well the decision wasn’t mine to leave that school. I mean I was told that they had done all they felt they could do for my speech, or they had completed the programme,

Yeah.

and then it was looking round for a school for me to go on to.
And did they teach you other things in the school or was it specifically speech therapy?
Oh no, you have a [talking together] full-time education.

The full curriculum. Yes.

Yes, and I suppose as I was fairly bright, you know. I had no problem in getting accepted by the public school I went to.

And was there reasons for… they told you that a mainstream school wouldn’t be [talking together] the best thing for -
No it was a mainstream school.

It was a mainstream school but it was a private school, was it?

Well [laughing] public schools are private schools aren’t they?

Yes, [laughing] that’s what I meant, yes. It was something you had to pay for, was what I meant.
Yes. I think they thought that, you know, I really wouldn’t manage in the rough 

and tumble 

[Talking together.] Oh right.

of a day school.  

Yeah.

I’d be better off in a boarding school, and unlike, you know, many disabled children who resent being sent away, I think it was the best thing that ever happened to me.

Yeah? Would you say more about why you feel that?

[Sound of aircraft.] Well I think I mentioned it on the other tape. Although things were tough in the beginning, you know, after the first 18 months I really found myself and I went on up through the school and became House Captain and finally Head of School.
Right.

And so suppose I had quite a successful career in school.

Yeah, that’s great. What was the name of this school?

Lillesden.
Lillesdon.
Yes, it -
And where was it, somewhere in Kent?

In Kent yes. It is now part of another school [Bedgebury School, Goudhurst, near Hawkhurst, Kent].
What part of Kent was it?

In Hawkhurst.  

Hawkhurst.
That’s between Tunbridge Wells and Hastings, in the real boarding school belt.

[Laughs] And you mentioned that the first 18 months weren’t very good and then the house mistress used these kind of like games with you. Can you remember?
Yes.

Can you remember what that was, cos that sounds kind of a fun [talking together] thing to get them to be with you rather than…

Well you know, it was only one thing but it did the trick. I don’t know why we had it, but she arranged a treasure hunt for some occasion and there were different written clues around etc., and she wrote one clue about me which was very funny. [Interviewer laughs.] I don’t know what it involved, I can’t remember, but it was very funny, and from that time onwards, you know, it became a house joke and people laughed with me instead of at me, 

Right.

and I learnt [laughing] a sense of humour. 

Pretty crucial isn’t it?

Yes. What I’m always trying to tell the people I work with to have a sense of humour. [Laughs.]

 [Pause.] You took O-levels and then A-levels. What was your choice... How did you choose your subjects to take for A-level? The ones you were best at?
Well no, it just happened that I was more or less kind of lumbered with History and English. They weren’t things I was interested in at all but I was more or less lumbered with them.

Why was that?

Well I suppose the sciences weren’t being taught at the higher level, it was more art subjects, and I was certainly no linguist either.

[Laughing.] Right, but you enjoyed art didn’t you? So that’s one of them.

Oh yes, yes.

So what a levels did you take? History and?
History and English.

English; they were the two that you took.

Yes, you know English is several exams and there are about nine set books (or there were).
Oh literature as well as...
Yes, yes. I mean nothing that inspired me at all; [interviewer laughs] and in fact they were the very worst subjects I could have done because it all involved a lot of writing, 

Oh right. [Talking together.] Yeah English.

which was awful for me. I mean, things have changed so much in the education system. I mean my education wasn’t in any way done from an enlightened [laughing] point of  view. I mean, nowadays one would hope that, you know, the student would be considered more, about what suited the student 

[Talking together.] Right.

rather than what suited the school. [Both laugh.]
You said that you wanted to be a doctor.
Yes.

What was it that drew you to this? Well there was this doctor that you’d...
I suppose, you know, you have dreams of making things better for people when you’re young, and I suppose even then I felt I might have been able to offer insight into cp and other problems like that.

And as you said you were inspired by this Doctor Coleston...
Yes. Carlson.

Carlson. He had cp?

Yes. He was an American, yeah. [Earl R Carlson.]
And how did you know about him?

Well I read his book [‘Born That Way’]
Aha?  

Yeah.

So what were the attractions when you moved to social work? What were the attractions of being a social worker?

 [Both laugh.] I don’t think.

It was a default position because you couldn’t be a doctor, was it?

Well, I don’t know. I mean of course there were things I was quite interested in, and I told you I wanted to be what was called an ‘almoner’ in those days, and they were a very snooty lot,
Yeah. [Inaudible.] 

and the Institute of Almoners. And no way would they consider me. And anyway, I had a very good rounded training at Trinity and because of course it was a non-welfare state... 

This is in Dublin?
... in the Republic of Ireland, so I saw how things were done in a non-welfare state and -
And can you say what those differences were?

Well not really, except it was more run by the religious orders,

Aha.

than the government. I mean for the very poor people, the government did provide some kind of help, but otherwise it was mainly the religious bodies: like I had a practical placement in a hospital called St Vincent’s and my supervisor was a nun who was the kind of social worker or almoner.

That was in Dublin, was it?

Yes, yes. And I did have a placement in a school for cp but that wasn’t run by the religious orders. I think that was more a voluntary body, but I mean we had loads of practical visits from Jacobs Biscuit Factory [interviewer laughs] and Wills’ Cigarette Factory right along to the Morning Star night shelter in the slums of Dublin. We went one night and it was like stepping back into Dickens’ time. [Laughs.]

Yeah? It sounds like it was an enjoyable time for you, was it?

Oh yes. Yes it was very interesting, and although I think I’ve been to six universities since, Trinity Dublin will always be my alma mater.

You have learned (I can’t think of the word) at six universities since then have you?

Yes, yes.

What were the other universities?

It sounds as if I’ve been chucked [talking together] out of all them! [They laugh.]
Yeah, yeah! A university crawl.

That’s over a long time though. I mean I went and did a post-grad year then at Swansea, and then I did a year at Haifa University, not studying for any 

That’s in Israel.

Degree, yes.
Mm hmm.

But I was studying things like the psychosocial implications of disability and things like that, and then I started my Ergonomics degree: oh no, after that I went to Bristol University and did my Masters in Social Admin, which was so bloody boring. [Interviewer laughs.] And then I started Ergonomics, which was the best thing in my life, but I came to it far too late in my career. Funnily enough though, when I was at Dublin, we’d had a lecturer who was talking about a very new subject of Ergonomics and I was terribly interested. At that time you had to have a degree in Psychology to do it and I didn’t have time to [traffic noise in background] get a degree.

So how old were you? You said you came to it late, like how old were you when you did the - ?

Oh, well into my fifties.
Oh right I see, much later.

And I started at UCL [University College London] to do Ergonomics and I was working at night with Social Services in the out-of-hours team, and I used to rush up to London in the daytime, to attend these lectures and then back at night. It was pretty killing. But then after a year my job changed and I couldn’t do that, so then I went part-time to Surrey University to do Ergonomics.

And can you say a little bit more about how that’s applied in life situations, the ergonomics?

Oh well Ergonomics roughly is fitting equipment to the person instead of the person to the equipment, and I always made it my job in lectures to point out that there were also people with disabilities that needed to be catered for, as well as mainstream workers, etc. And from that I’ve gone on to access: making things accessible, and I did some courses at the Centre for Accessible Environments, and if I can get on with my computer I would like to be a full-time access auditor, but I’ve been having a great deal of trouble with my computer because typing is very laborious and it’s [talking together] really giving me trouble with my neck and shoulders.

Would one of the voice-activated systems work?

Well, I had hoped that it would do, but I went to Ability Net [the charity] about six weeks ago to be tested for a voice-activated thing, and they said that the system could not recognise my voice. I didn’t speak well enough; which was a damn nuisance because I really do need to talk into a machine rather than type. So I was talking to Phil and the other guy about it last week and they gave me a few suggestions to kind of pursue the problem, so I will be doing it.

And up until the time you went to Israel you weren’t kind of identified with the disability movement, shall we say, were you?

No.

So what was it that changed for you? Was it something [talking together] in Israel, or was it when you came back?

Well, no, when I came back in ’85 [1985] the disability movement was quite strong in Bristol. I mean, Bristol is quite a place really for radical thought in a way. I mean at that time they were giving funding to gays and lesbians whereas other places in the country were saying, ‘No, no, don’t talk about it’, [interviewer laughs] and things like that. And the disability movement was really getting off the ground here and they’d become stronger and stronger.  

[Talking together] So was there anything...
Or they had.

Right, was there anything that happened for you specifically that made you more, kind of feel you wanted to work in that arena [talking together] or feel more identified with those issues?

No, I don’t think so, cos in a way it worked to my disadvantage, [laughs] 

[Talking together.] In what way is that?

vaguely. Well I became quite a bit militant and aware of my rights,

Aha.

and I would start talking back and up to people, employers, where before I might have just shut up and kind of... [inaudible]... on, and that didn’t make me very popular at all.

How did it make you feel about yourself though?
Well it made me feel that I needed to, you know, talk up for both myself and for people who couldn’t talk up for themselves. Mm, yes.

I think it’s going to get to the end the cassette, so… Well, we’ve reached a natural pause.

[End of Tape 2, Side A]

[Side B.]
We’ve moved on from Ireland,  but when you were in Ireland what was the reaction to  people to you in doing your social work as an English person, and as someone from a kind of more not a rural background shall we say? Was there any?

Well, no, because in fact I went to work in a very primitive rural part, over in the west of Ireland. Still in the north, but over in the west. And in a way it helped, because they felt that I did not kick with either foot – that’s the expression.  

[Talking together.] Can you say more about that then?

I was neither a Catholic or a Protestant,

Aha.

so they felt that they would get a more equal treatment from me, whereas it was very sectarian you see, even in those days, and if you were Catholic and you got an obviously Protestant Orange Man social worker, you wouldn’t feel at ease at all, 

Oh!

and vice versa, whereas if I was a foreigner and didn’t kick with either foot, [interviewer laughs] it was better [both laugh]. Of course I’m sure I was very naïve and there were loads of things that were going on that I didn’t really know about, but, I did say to you that the two of the guys I worked with were in the Orange Order?
Aha.

And one was a ‘B Special’ and -
Yes.

 I told you that?

Yes. Tried to find information out from you?

Yes. Things like that. And, well when you’re in your early twenties, and you haven’t been brought up in that kind of atmosphere where even the schools are segregated, well you just ignore it and go on your way. I would jump over to the west of Ireland, you know, to the sea, cos the Republic goes almost right round Fermanagh and when you’re in the north of Fermanagh, in Belleek, well you’re only six miles from the sea, over in the west of Ireland. So I was jumping backwards and forwards, you know.

Going to the sea?

Yes.

And how did you get about? Were you driving then?

Oh yes, yes.

Had your own car?

I’ve been driving since I was 17. I passed my test. Yes, I mean, one couldn’t get round without driving,

[Talking together] No. Yeah, yeah.

because it’s an extremely rural area.
And what was your social life like?

Well, I suppose -
[Talking together.] And how did you live?

It wasn’t all that great. I suppose it wasn’t really wonderful, compared to some people’s social life, but I was quite happy really. Well, I’ve always been an outdoor pursuits person and I had a friend with a dog that I used to take out a lot, and one of my colleagues had a boat and we would go fishing on the lake when...
[Talking together.] Yeah, you said that he took you out...
I didn’t fish but, you know,
... on the lake.

things like that – you join things like evening classes. I remember in one WEA [Workers’ Educational Association] education class learning about Russian authors and then I also went to car maintenance, wood work, and we tried to start a Liberal Party [talking together] to go in.
[Laughing] A Liberal Party? This is in Ireland?

Yes, something in between the Protestants, I mean the Unionists and the Republicans. I mean, the candidate was pretty hopeless. He was a young English guy from London and I remember one of the old councillors on the county committee, saying to me, ‘If you value your job you won’t have anything more to do with the Liberal Party’ and, you know, really threatening.

And did you? [Laughs.]

Well I think we quite soon had an election and he lost hopelessly, of course.

So how long were you in Ireland, overall?

Five-and-a-half years.

Five, oh it was that long?

Yes, and I left in order to come back and do a post-grad year at... well, yes, my idea was to get a further qualification so I came back and I got a job for Wiltshire County Council, cos I looked on the map and I saw Salisbury Plain and I thought ‘Oh good, well there’ll be open spaces and places [laughing] to walk’. Little did I know that the army was all over the plain and you could hardly walk anywhere, so I was only in Wiltshire six months. And I was seconded by them to Swansea University to do this post-grad year, and I never went back [both laugh] to Wiltshire, which was bad but I had become kind of ‘mixed up’ with a colleague who wanted to marry me and things were getting a bit kind of hot, so. [Interviewer laughs.]
[Laughs.] ‘Mixed up’, what a comment! What happened there then?
[Laughing.] Yes. You see in those days it was quite easy to get jobs; I never had a problem getting a job. Then… I don’t know... I’m trying to think, that... Where did that go?… Oh yes, I had been at Swansea and I’d had some practical placements in Glamorgan so I worked for six months for Glamorgan Social Services and then went to Monmouthshire, the next-door county. And then, I was there for two or three years and I suffered from ‘burn-out’. [Talking together.] 
Yeah, you mentioned that before. So what were the reasons?

Well most personal, I lost someone very close to me very suddenly. It made me, you know, extremely upset at losing him.
When you say ‘losing him’ you mean he 

He died.

died, yes.
And then also, you know, social work is pretty tough. You’re all the time giving and you’ve got people taking all the time from you, and I was dealing with ‘problem families’, that’s what you called them in those days, and problem children, and the county Children’s Officer offered me the job of Adoptions Officer for the county, but by then I really felt I had nothing to give. I felt I, you know, had to have a change: so I went to the kibbutz.

So that was at the point you chose to
[Talking together.] Ostensibly.
up sticks and go to Israel?

Well I only went for three weeks [laughing] really, and then I was due to come back and work in Abergavenny Hospital as a social worker, but in fact  I didn’t come back for three months. I wrote to Abergavenny Hospital and declined the job and I stayed on three months as a volunteer in the kibbutz cos it’s like living, hanging in limbo: or it was. You didn’t have to make any decisions or, you know, the world could pass you by, and as long as you went out to work every day... We only worked six hours a day.
Was that doing things within the kibbutz?

Yes, picking oranges
[Talking together.] Right.

and sitting in the orange grove, [laughing] eating grapes, watching the big black snake wriggle up and down the row as you ate, and going out in the early morning and cooking breakfast out there and that, going out about six in the morning. And so it was a very pleasant life and you got so many days off a month to travel, and I travelled round Israel with a fellow ‘kibbutzim’ (I mean a fellow volunteer). And I saw more of Israel than I ever did in the years I was married cos I had a terrible stay-at-home husband, and then, by the end of three months, Peter (who had been in charge of volunteers and I’d got to know quite well), it was his turn to have a trip abroad because in those days money was very short and it took a long time for a kibbutzim’s turn to come up. That was in ’69, and he’d been there since ’50. 

[Talking together.] Right.

So he said that he was coming to England to visit his aunt and uncle and I said, ‘Well, I’ll meet you and take you round a bit’, etc. And I did, and he kind of proposed to me [laughs] and then I went back the following March and, you know, we kind of lived together and we got married and had three children.

[Interviewer laughs.] ‘Kind of’!  

So...
So Peter was the one that you went travelling with? [Talking together.] Peter was your husband’s name?
Oh no, for God’s sake no! No, he would never travel. No; a fellow volunteer, an American girl I went travelling with.

No? Oh. No he would never travel, he was stay-at-home. Right. 

So what nationality is Peter?

Well, he’s now Israeli [talking together: interviewer inaudible] but he was born in Austria.

Oh Austria, yeah. So you mentioned somebody in Wales because you didn’t go back to that other job cos you’d met somebody in Wales that you were going to marry. So you’ve had a few marriage proposals there that [have?] you? [Laughs.]

Yeah, quite a few, I suppose. [Laughs.] Mm.

What happened with that one?

I couldn’t stand him. [Both laugh.] He was all right when we were both working for Wiltshire but then he came on the same course as me in Swansea and it gradually got worse, somewhere, so I decided ‘No sirree.’ [Both laugh.]
But different with Peter?

I guess so.

So how long have you been married now?

Ooh ages.  

[Laughing.] Ages. [Talking together.] We’re talking about 60 now.

God. It sounds awful to say 35 years.

I was gonna to say it must be that mustn’t it?

God, yes. Mm.

So were you married in Israel in the kibbutz?

Yes. Well, kind of. I mean I wasn’t officially Jewish, you know, because to be Jewish your mother had to be Jewish,

Right.

and although I had a Jewish grandfather it doesn’t count. Well, Israel is a theocracy, so it has no civil marriage, so anyone who isn’t Jewish usually goes out, in those days, either to Cyprus, 

Oh right.
or had to get married, well, you know... In a way I thought I… I mean, I’m not a religious person but if anything makes sense to me the Jewish religion does, and I thought for the sake of the children too I should be Jewish, so that they would be Jewish and have no problems in later life. So I embarked on a course to convert, which is a trial and tribulation in itself because Judaism, unlike most religions, isn’t a proselytising religion.  They don’t encourage people to become Jewish, [both laugh] they say it’s hard enough being born a Jew without converting to Judaism! [They laugh.] So I had a great deal of trouble, you know, converting.
Peter’s Jewish, is he?

Oh yes. But, I mean, I know more about Judaism now than he does,

Well it’s often the way, isn’t it?
because he lived in a very assimilated family in Austria and they never kept any Jewish customs, and they had Christmas trees and things like that so, you know. Anyway I finally converted and we got married, finally, and it’s [laughing] always been hard because it was hard to get converted [rustling noise] and, by the time we officially got married there had been a month of my first son being born, [interviewer laughs] which, you know [talking together] in those days...
And what’s his name?

Well his Hebrew name is Joel, and then he has a middle name, Patrick. [Both laugh: inaudible.] Anyway we got married, I think it was about March the 21st and Peter had to go immediately.
So what was that, in the seventies?

Yes.

1970?

No, ’71.  

’71.

Peter immediately had to go into the army, to do a month 

[Talking together.] Oh it’s forced service isn’t it?

army service and of course, it was, you know, ‘Will he get out, or will the baby come first?’ [Both laugh: inaudible.] Anyway he got out on the 21st of April and Joely was born on the 22nd, [interviewer laughs] so, mm. But with so much trauma in his life, you always had these fears, ‘Will he be killed before the baby’s born?’ etc, cos he was up on the Lebanese border and [laughs] I mean he’s a hopeless soldier, anything less militaristic you never met, he’s hopeless [laughs]. And of course in March it’s always all a lot of thunder and lightning and storms, and up in one of these metal border posts, and that, you’d think, ‘Well, maybe if the snipers don’t get him, he’ll be struck by lightning [both laugh] or something.’ Anyway, he did eventually get home in time.

And you lived in the kibbutz for all the time through your marriage?

Yes. Yes.

And, what is the structure for [talking together] marriage and children in the kibbutz?

It’s like having 200 mother-in-laws! [Interviewer laughs]. It really is. I’ve often thought of [laughing] writing a book entitled 200 Mother-in-Laws!
Sounds like you should.

Because, well, Peter was the eternal bachelor. No one ever expected him to get married and I was one of these queer foreigners and, you know, everyone was doubtful; would they look after this baby properly? And so they were all very free with their advice.

[Laughs. Aircraft noise.] So are there any different views of Israel at that time (and indeed now), in disability, as opposed to England?

Well, it was pretty grim when you went outside the kibbutz into town and that, because there was a lot of superstition about physical disability also being, you know, mentally disabled.
U-huh.
And also, some of the shop keepers were quite primitive and they had this idea that if a disabled person was the first customer they’d have in the shop in the daytime, then they were likely to have a bad day. [Interviewer laughs.] So it wasn’t very good at all.  

And what about within the kibbutz itself?

Oh that wasn’t bad, you know. I mean, in a way this was one of the reasons why I thought about living in a kibbutz and having children there because I felt, well A) it would dilute the pressures of a nuclear family, and B) the children would be brought up in their peer groups, so that other children would always see who their parents were and, you know, just accept.
Mm.

So that was OK until a new child might come into the kibbutz or into the group, and -
So what difference did that make?

Well then they’d say, ‘What’s wrong with your mother?’ you know.

Oh, right.

And I did find my second son, him getting almost hysterical if he hurt himself and I followed this up and I found that the kind of nurse maid who looked after the group had told them that I’d been very ill and that’s why I was disabled, and he was afraid the same thing would happen to him.

And how old was your first son when your second son was born?

Twenty-two months.  

[Laughing.] Twenty-two months. 

Which is…

I thought you were going to say 22!
pretty, you know… 

… close together.

I mean, I did certainly find it hard because the heat, for one thing, and working outside in it, it was pretty difficult.

And what’s your second son called?

Adam.
Adam.

Yes, yes. And my first son, well, he was never still. You might call him hyper-active now. He was never still whereas Adam seemed so restful after [laughs] Joely. But, you see, the children are brought up in children’s houses: well they were from the very beginning. As soon as you came home from hospital the baby would go into a children’s house, usually about six babies in the house, of roughly the same age, and the child would grow up with that group, through until he’s 18 if you... [talking together: inaudible.] 

So they weren’t with you in your...
Well, not at night, no. But when you finished work in the afternoon, then the child would come home and have tea with you and, you know.

So who looked after them in these children’s houses?

Well, that’s part of somebody’s work.

Oh right.  

Yes.

Kind of like a nanny person.

Whereas I worked: where did I work? I worked in the public garden all round the kibbutz. 

Mm.

[Rustling sound.] OK, and things like that. Some people would work in the children’s houses, others would work in the kitchen, others would work out in the fields and so on and so on.

So did it make it easier for you having two little kids like that? [Talking together: inaudible.]
Well in a way, but at night with the first one they had a bell connected to your house and if the child cried you had to get up and go to the child.

Right, and did that happen very often?

Quite often when Joely was young. So when Adam came along I said, ‘No way. He’s not going in the baby house until I’m ready’, so Adam slept at home, for a year.

And that was unusual, was it?

Yes it was unusual.

Did that cause any problems with the - ?

It did, cos for one thing my husband was a dyed-in-the-wool kind of ‘kibbutzim’ and to go against the regime was pretty hard. In fact, the secretary of the kibbutz had threatened him at one point with expulsion [both laugh] but, you know, I just could not go through that thing of having a child...
[End of recording.]
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