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As I say, I know, I know fellas today that, I sometimes think well, has it given people a complex? There are people that, I think that their early upbringing has given them a complex about, the way their conduct their lives in some respects: and, you know, I, I think that, it is, it all comes down to how they were treated at school, how they were treated at home. I do believe that it does influence people’s later life and, you know, as I say, I’ve been very lucky but, you know there are people that I do know that I went to school with that, have not been so lucky, you know, even, even though I’ve got a disability, I certainly, consider that I’ve done better in life than some of the people that I know. You know. I certainly do.

Despite…
Despite having the disability, yes. 

Yes.

You know?

What about the other children, did you …
Oh we had …
Have friends? [??? inaudible]                              [both talking together] 

Oh yeah, I had made friends the same as everybody else… and I mean, the thing that, that, that you don’t see today so much is, is, is that, they accepted me for what I was.  They didn’t sort of, you know, say, ‘Ooh you can’t do this’ and or ‘You can’t do that’ like, you know, sort of, play cricket, one-handed.  
They accepted that I would play cricket one-handed. This is, course, when I was younger, and, you know, sort of, it was accepted. You weren’t called a ‘cripple’ or, or anything like that you know.  Kids didn’t do that. It’s even, it’s in fact the same today: kids will muck in with each other, if you know what I mean, but, you know, it was very relevant that, I was accepted by those …
Umm

…youngsters that I grew up with. [laughs] By, you know, I had just as much fun as they did in a way, because for the simple reason is, is, is that, you know, I’d got up to all sorts of … the same things as they did, you know. Had the good hidings and [laughs] had, had all the things that they had you know [laughs]: you know, and, and you know, I was brought up no differently, you know. 

It sounds very… you know, when you when you said just already, you know it sounds very …very happy and almost idyllic …
I wouldn’t say it was … I wouldn’t say it was idyllic, I mean everybody has their regrets with                                      [both talking together]

Yes,

things …                                      [both talking together]

I mean what, what … 

you know                                          [both talking together]

kind of things, do you … look back on with regrets?

Well, I regret sort of, how can I put it, some of the daft things I did, like burying me sister’s bucket and things like this, you know. But they d’ain’t exactly enhance our lives [laughs].  You know, you regret, sort of, not getting married and having children of your own. I mean, I, I could say that. I mean, you know, it would’ve been nice for me, I mean, you know, to have had a wife and have children, but unfortunately, nobody ever really took to me [laughs] you know.
And I mean you, you must have had difficult times, not only as you’ve, you’ve mentioned being in hospital…
Yes 

 You haven’t talked about how that was difficult for you: do you think it was? [pause]

No, I think, y…, you know, sort of, how can I put it, it was sort of something that I was told: as I said, it was explained to me mum and dad, in my presence, what was going to happen and why they were going to do this operation; and I think that, you know, I accepted it, because, when we got home, obviously me dad would, say, well, talk to me mother about it and say, ‘Well, what do you think?’ you know, and, she would say, ‘Well I hope he’ll be all right’ you know, ‘and what happens if it goes wrong?’ and all this sort of thing and I think, you know, at the end of the day they put their faith in, what the doctor’d said to them, and, when it came to going in the hospital it was a bit of a mini-adventure.  

You treated it like that?  [Both talking together]
It was a bit of a mini-adventure, because for the simple reason is, I was going away from home and, you know, and, and, and, I was gonna be special for a fortnight or so you know… and, of course, you know, they, they came to see us and things like this, and of course, I had bags of sweets and things like this, you know, and all this sort of thing you know, so …
Did you get lonely? You don’t remember being…
No, I don’t know the lad next to me; this was, this was in what they called ‘The Woodlands Hospital’ in Birmingham here, it, well I don’t know whether it’s still there, it used to be the, the old…
It’s still there yes.

There, it was a mini-adventure, coming over here, you see, I mean, because for the simple reason is, is, the other thing was, was that, you had to do school work, and y.., you had… and, sort of, they had, they had a film on a Saturday night and things like this, and we watched that, you know, and, so, you know, there was, there was plenty sort of, keeping you occupied, as you might say. You know, I don’t think you really give, give much of a thought [laughing], you know, to, to what, to what was happening, you know: and, sort of how can I put it, when I came home, I had to have my arm, in a sling and everybody was saying, ‘Oh what a poor little lad you are’ and things like [laughing] this you know, and, aunties making a fuss on you and things like this, you know: and, it’s the way it was, the way it was, you know, and as I say, that, that, that I, I can’t really say that I was lonely. The worst time was when I had me tonsils and adenoids out.  I didn’t like that experience for one bit because, you know, it was very upsetting because, they put me… this was, sort of, the local hospital, not the Woodlands, but this was another hospital in that they put me in a man’s ward, you know, they didn’t put me in a, a children’s ward because they didn’t have, you know sort of, I was, I think I was about nine or ten at the time.
Why was that?

And they put me in a man’s ward. And of course, you know, it was terrible really. 

Umm.

But I was only in there for, a week I think that’s, and I went home, and I had to suck on bananas [laughs]. You know I couldn’t eat anything… hard like, you know, like my favourite sweets or my favourite chocolates, you know. 

Bananas were a bit special at one time weren’t they?
Oh yeah, they were, yeah, they, you know sort of …
Been treated were you?   [???]                        [both talking together]

You know, I was treated; yeah, I ate bananas and ice cream, you know, things like that, you know.

What kind of things were you, going back to school, were you good at? What, and what kind of things, what subjects did you hate? 

I hated PE.

Umm.

I hated PE, because for the simple reason as I say, teachers didn’t, the teacher didn’t exactly enhance himself to us because, you know, you were going to be chased about and bullied, you know. That, that was the one thing that really, really ground at me because, he bullied, you know, and I hated that. I liked doing ‘sums’ as we called it and, writing, but I also liked painting you know art; well, it’s ‘art’ today but it was painting in them days, and, you know, sort of, going out school outside the school, and doing some bedding plants and things like this. We used to do, that, you know, and sort of, you know, we used to enjoy doing that, you know, and mixing with all the other, kids like, you know, and doing that and, sort of playing in the playing ground, you know. Ball games and that sort of thing you know. Getting into trouble and breaking windows. You know.

Did you have any trips? Did you go on any school trips?

Yes we went, yeah we went to Llandudno [laughs]. I always remember going to Llandudno, me and our Dennis. Our Dennis was sick as a parrot, you know. He suffered terribly with car sickness and he’s, he’s sick as a parrot, he was. Anyway, we got to the Horseshoe Pass and of course we had all these Midland Red coaches in them days, they were the posh ones, and we all got off at the Horseshoe Pass, and of course, we were feeding the sheep weren’t we? This is devilment at its best, this is.  Me and Tony Taylor decided we was gonna make a pet of this lamb, so we took this lamb on this coach with us… and we put it under the seat, thinking, ‘Oh well, we’ll take it home with us and we’ve got a pet lamb’ [laughing] Anyway, we was, halfway to Llangollen and, and, sorry, Llandudno, not Llangollen; Llandudno: we was halfway to Llandudno, and the teacher all of a sudden heard this ‘Mmmaaa. wwwaaaaa’. Anyway the teacher says, ‘I can hear a lamb,’ ‘cause, of course, me and Tony just sat there. Anyway the teacher went up the bus and he says, ‘What’s that lamb doing under there?’ you know.  So we had to go back…
Ummh.

and take this lamb back, but that’s the sort of roguery that we got up to, and got into trouble for, you know, and things like this. And of course this teacher told us, you know, says, ‘Oh you, you shouldn’t do that,’ and explained to us why we shouldn’t do that. We didn’t get a good hiding or anything like that off him, but we were told why we shouldn’t do it which, you know influenced us, you know. 

I was going to ask what punishment did you get but …
We didn’t. We didn’t get any, we were just given a good talking to, you know, a good talking to, and he, he, he sort of, really made it, sort of, you know, made you understand that you shouldn’t do things like that, you know. [sniffs.]
So you talked about that lot, the gang, the friends at school.

Oh yeah, yeah, yeah.

Yeah.

But of course, in, in later, I’d like to talk about, about, if I can come again, is to talk about a bit later on in me life, if you understand me, as… 

Oh yes.
… from 16, and, you know, …
We can take as long as we like and I would like to…
Yeah, yeah                                         [both talking together]

…say[?] to move on to that.
I mean, this is just the early parts of my life, this is …
Yes.

I mean, you know. As you say I’ve had, I’ve had regrets, in my life the same as everybody else but, you know, as I say, it’s not that difficult. But, you know, as I say, we had a fairly re…, decent life, you know, I did [inaudible] generally well looked after by my parents, you know, and the rest of the family. 
Yes.

That’s how I find it. You know: you saying ‘idyllic’, I don’t really go for that, if you know what I mean. I mean

No. Perhaps that’s too …
… you know.                              [both talking together]

extravagant.
It’s not, you know, we, we had our difficulties and things like this, when …

[both talking together]

Of course 

…when I was ill. I mean, you know, [talking together]

Yes.

the thing is, is, is that, as a youngster, I suffered with the mumps and all these sort of things and, but it affected me worse, because of the psychological side of my brain, was finding it difficult, to understand what was happening to me, if you understand me, where, where a kid can get mumps today, and, and, and, you know, they, they, they can understand it, in my day, when I was younger, I found it a little bit difficult to get me head round: ‘Well, why I have I got this great big swelling on me face?’ and all this sort of thing, you know: or all these spots all over me body and things like this, I found those sort of things, difficult to come to terms with, if you understand me. Then, and if you …

More difficult than, than the rest of the family? Or…  

Yeah, that’s what I’m trying to say. [interviewer inaudible - both talking together]

That’s what I ‘m trying to say to you, this …  

Yes

…when our Dennis had, mumps and things like this …

Yes

… he just, sort of, you know, took no notice, as you might say, you know, whereas me, I was wondering, ‘Well, why have I got this great big lump on me face?’ Or when I had the chickenpox, ‘Why have I got all these …, you know?’ I think I got over-anxious about these …

Yes

…that type of thing.

It made you, it made you feel anxious … 

Umm.                                [both talking together

…any illness.
Yeah. Yeah: and so, you know, well, you say ‘idyllic’, it wasn’t, you know …

No

You know.

No… let’s close there 

                                          [interview stops here] 
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