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Okay.

Ah yes, so you were telling me about ... school days.

Ooh they, as I say, you know, we used to do, the, the best part of it was, as I say, the practical side of things, you know, like sort of, shoe repairing and doing some carpentry.  I mean, I mean I can repair a pair of shoes: you know, sole and heel a pair of shoes; I’ve got no problems with that. The other thing is, of course, carpentry paid me in good stead because, I know how to assemble things, you know, I mean, sort of it, it all worked out well, because it helped me... my independence, if you like, which was a valuable lesson.

Umm.

Dancing, sort of, you know: I’d say, about 14, I had my first experience of girls, you know [laughs]. Like there’s St Chad’s School, and there’s the Greyfriars School as it was then, which was an all… we were an all boys’ school and that was an all girls’ school: and on a Friday, we used to have the girls, some of the girls from up the girls’ school, come up the school and we use to do country dancing.  I used to, I had no choice in the girl that was plonked onto me.  I always remember ‘er, ever such a nice girl and I have seen her since [laughs]. And her name was Judith Crutchley.  Nice dark-haired little girl ‘er was, and she was my dance partner.  I had no choice in it, I was told, ‘That’s the girl you’ve gotta dance with,’ and we used to learn country dancing and things like this, and, it was a good laugh, you know.  I mean I d’ain’t quite master it fully but, you know, it was a good laugh, and, of course, as I said,   I’ve seen Judith since, you know, and she’s emigrated to Canada now but, fond memories of that, you know: it was really enjoyable, you know.

What about the, who were the most sort of, influential teachers at the school? The ones… 

I …
… you remember?

I think, the most the most influential person to me was the RE Education, you know, Religious Education, and the Headmaster.  I think they were the two people that really sort of, influenced me in, in lots of ways. The Headmaster from a discipline, disciplinary point of view because, although I’d spoken to my father about the situations that I found meself in with the other kids at school, it got to the point where I decided that I was gonna to talk to the Headmaster.  Now fortunately, the Headmaster would talk to us, and I had the privilege of actually talking to him about the problems that I was having: and him and his wife were very constructive, in giving me help, to overcome the barriers that were put in front of me. I found that staff’s attitudes changed a great deal towards me, and as the staff’s attitude changed towards me, so did the kids’ attitudes change towards me, and it made a lot of difference, to my life to my psyche, if you like, to my outlook on other people: and it, it went through sort of, say, from about 14 till I was 16, for a couple of years. Attitudes changed, and I developed, a lot better over that, few years, than I had done in the previous years, because for the simple reason is that, people started to realise that although I didn’t do things the same way as everybody else, I achieved the same way as everybody else, and it become acceptable, whereas at one time it wasn’t acceptable, and I think by, I think that was one of the breakthroughs, was me, having the opportunity to talk to the headmaster, and to talk to the Reverend Salter who was the Vicar and talk to him, about, you know, laid it on the line, if you like, and them, actually as grown-ups, listening to what I said.  I remember ‘em, having my mum and dad to the school, and my dad, telling the Headmaster that, you know, he was aware of it because I had been coming ‘home upset and things like this, and then nobody’d ever said anything because, you know, he says but, ‘Give him his courage. He has, sort of come out and said summat about it, you know. Maybe of, too late now but, he has said something about it. He should have said something earlier, you know. But there again it’s being slow, [laughs] you know but that…’
What, what do you, I mean, what memories have you got of friends, you made in school or were you...?
Well, at the beginning, you know, as I say, it was very difficult, and people used to sh…, I used to get left in the corner of the playground, you know. People were frightened of me. People thought I was a nutter. Basically. They thought I was mentally, you know a mental, in, sort of, mentally subnormal, and, you know, I wasn’t. Of course as... we went, sort of 14 onwards, things changed, because I sort of did country dancing as I said. Judith was a good pal, you know, at school I mean, not only at school: we used to go to the youth club and things like this and, I remember taking her to see the pic… to the pictures. That was a laugh and a bit that was [laughs]. That was quite summat that was, going to the pictures with Judith, I remember that. We went and watched How the West Was Won [both laugh].  And, of course, she was a friend, and then there were, there was some of the lads, sort of Michael Clark and, we had a Danish lad called Kurt Jensen. He become friends with me, and a few more lads, you know.  Who else?  Christopher Harriman and various other lads. You know, they sort of all rode home, more or less the same way as me on the bikes, so therefore we sort of, you know, we’d sort of ride home together like, you know, and, sort of mix, out of school and things like this: they’d called for me and I called for them, and, but, you know, there was always that ... doubt in me mind with them ... you know, sort of how can I put it?  You know, they, sort of, how can I put it?  It’s difficult to say today but, there was always that doubt that are they really your friend or are they just, you know, because I’d been treated so... that way... all that time, and then, all of a sudden, why have you all of a sudden changed, you know?

Did anybody from primary school go to the same secondary school?

No, no, no because I, I: that was it.  If they’d’ve all gone to the church school with me, it’d’ve been a different kettle of fish [laughs], but I mean, I did keep me, I did keep me circle of friends from the primary school, although I didn’t go to the TP 
Riley School that they went to, and me brother went to, out of school we all had a ... mix together and, you know, had a good time and got up to all sorts of devilment, you know. [sniffs] Yeah.  I don’t think, to be honest with you, I don’t think we as youths were very much different to what they are today, you know. [laughs]. Not really it was just that, how can I put it?  We were more secretive: to put it quite bluntly, we were more secretive than kids of today. 

Looking back, do you think that, decision of your parents ... was…
It were, it …
… a good one?

 … it was a brave decision.

Sorry?
It was a brave decision.  It d’ain’t work out, how they thought it’d work out, because they, they wanted me to go to theological college. But of course, the thing was, was that although it was a, a sort of a, an idea, it d’ain’t work out that way.  Our other, our dad had another idea when I left school: we’ll have a paper shop, [laughs] you know, but none of this worked out because, when I left school, I went to the, Labour Exchange as it was then, and I went to see a disablement bloke, a bloke that dealt with… because we’ve moved on now that, it was the law that companies had to employ so many disabled people. 

This was when roughly? What time?
This was about the end of the fifties, fifty, sort of the end of the fifties.

Right. 
Fifty-nine fifty-eight fifty-nine. And I remember our, our Dad took me down the Labour Exchange and we went and seen this woman, and ‘er found me a job, and it was with a tent company, Horleys, I don’t know whether you’ve heard of Horleys? They make tents and things like this, camping equipment. So... I went to the firm and, it was in the warehouse, sort of, you know, just getting tents and, a hundred tents for Africa, or what have you, you know, or somewhere like that, [sniffs] and, anyway, that, that was my first experience in work.

Do you remember anything about this, placement interview or those, you know, getting you into work? Can you remember anything?

Well all, well all it was, was that they took me name, address and me, give me a National Insurance number: and, sort of our dad says, ‘Do you think you can find him a nice little job?’ or summat like that, [laughs] you know, and ... I mean, I remember her ringing up Horleys and saying, ‘I’ve got a young lad that’s disabled and he needs a job,’ and I remember going, that very day, going down to the firm, with me dad, and me dad sat with me in the interview, and, sort of, the man behind the desk said, ‘What?  How old’s Barry?’ and all this sort of thing, and ‘He’s just left school’ and this sort of thing, and ‘We’ll give him a job in the stores, you know. Ten and six a week.’  So me dad says ‘All right.’ [both laugh]  So on the Monday I’m, he sent me down the town, to Foster Brothers, and I had to go and get a ...of course, they don’t supply your overalls in them days; I had to go and get a warehouse coat, and he says, ‘That’ll be a half a crown out your next week’s pay packet’ [laughs] So, that was the reality, you see, once I started to work, I had to start to contribute. 

What?                                         [both laugh]

Anyway, I went I went to work on the Monday, and I always remember Brian Davis, he was the foreman.  He says, ‘Good morning Barry’, and he had me in the office, and 
told me what he wanted me to do and that, you know.  [sniffs.]  Anyway [laughs] I did it, I did it, you know: I did it, and I mucked in and, and sort of, ‘Come on son!  It’s teatime,’ and, of course, being a tent company, there was a lot of women there, you know, and of course, [laughs] I had, I had to fall in with the rest of ‘em, you know what I mean, and of course there was a, a canteen like, you know, sort of, a proper canteen, you know, and me mother use to give me half a crown for me dinner, sort of, you know, I used to have, have me dinner and I had me dinner at work, you know, and I used to sit with Brian and all the other gangs, and of course, some of the women’d come, you know, sort of sit with us and talk to us and that, so of course, me being the youngster, I got a lot of ribbing, you know.  Mind you it was, it waren’t the... nasty ribbing, it was the... sort of, you know, the…
Umm
… you know, you grow up and you, yer sort of grown-up ribbing, and, I enjoyed that. You know I mean me ten and a tanner a week, [laughs] you know.

That was you sorted.

Yeah and then of course I started... you know, going out socially and things like this, with some of the lads we’d been bought up with and things like this you know, and of course, I decided I’d had enough and I decided I was going to go and work for another company, and I learnt how to, I went down to a company called ‘Reginald Tilsley’s’ you know, a car company, and I learnt how to do body work and things like this you know, and that was a craft in itself because... I decided I was going to have an apprenticeship in it, so, I went to school, went to the College of Art in Walsall for that, you know: learnt how to do, prepare all the body for the spraying of the vehicles and things like this … 

Umm.
… and learnt how to get a dent out and assemble things, and things like this, you know, and, I did that for quite some time you know.

Umm.   Well I mean, before you actually started work and perhaps when you were younger,

Yeah.

your parents wanted you to be a vicar.

Yeah they, they, they …
What was your idea?

What was my idea? I had no idea.

Right,

I had no idea.
You didn’t know what you wanted to be?

I just fell in what our mother says [laughs]. Our dad had so much ... our dad, you see, was looking at it from the physical side.

Right 

You know he says, ‘If he can learn to read, and write, there ain’t no reason why he can’t be a vicar.’  And I mean, you know, that, that was just that was just our dad’s ideology, as you might say, you know [laughs]. The other thing was, was that, I do remember him saying, ‘Well Barry, we’ll have to buy a newsagents.’  I do remember 

him saying [laughs], ‘We, well, we’ll have a newsagents: you’ll be able to get up in the morning and get the papers, [laughs] you know.’  I do remember that, [interviewer laughs] and I remember saying ‘Ooh that’d be great. I can have, I can have as many sweets as I want,’ [laughs] you know as far as I was concerned, you know, but, that, none of that ever happened, you know.  It was just sort of, thoughts of me dad, as you might say, me Dad’s sort of ideas, you know. 

And your ideas? Umm?

My ideas were never... never that, you know. I mean like, the warehouse job, you know, I enjoyed the warehouse job.  I loved it. But sort of, maturing and talking to yer mates and things like this, what they was doing like, Tony Smith was, he went into engineering, and he worked for a firm making, I think it was, you know, sort of pistons and pinions and all this sort of thing for cars and all this sort of thing, and another lad went ... What was his name?  Trevor.  I forgot his name now: Trevor, anyway, he went into carpentry, and he did fitting for pubs and things like this. Course I was mixing with these people socially, you know, and my job was just a warehouse man, you know, and, and sort of … it was interesting, because I mean, we were sending tents and all the sort of thing, out to South Africa and places like that, you know, and, and the like, you know, all over the world, but I wanted summat different and, I decided to apply for this job at Reginald Tilsley’s in Walsall, in the body shop. I’d become a body shop apprentice.

And so this was your decision 

This was my decision.

                                                       [both talk together]

was it? Right.

This was me. This was nothing to do with me mum and dad. Of course, the money had a lot to do with it: I mean, I was on tenner a tanner at Horleys, but I could have 
Got, I got four pound ten down at Tilsley’s, as an apprentice: so, I went down, and I had an interview with a bloke named David Hoddinott.  Funny man he was. And he took me round the garage and showed me on, working on the cars, and things like this and he says, ‘Do you think you’ll be able to manage to flatten all these cars?’ You know, cos you had to, rub them down by hand. So I says, ‘Well’ I says, and this was me caught, talking, you know, so I says, ‘Well’ I says, ‘if you’re not sure, I’ll show yer I can do it’. So I showed him I could do it, you know. So he took me back into the office and he says, ‘I’ll give yer a try for a couple of weeks, to see how you get on,’ so I went down on the Monday, and the, the, I’ve forgotten their names now, I can’t, I’m sorry, I can’t remember their names but the foreman came, and he sort of told me what he wanted me to do and there was this old Ford Prefect, and it needed some body work doing on it so, the panel beaters’d been and done all the body work on it and everything and it, it needed rubbing down before it was painted, so I got the job of rubbing it down and everything: and that was me first job that was, I remember that. Black Ford Prefect.  I think it was a 1953 Ford Prefect, I remember it. Somebody’s pride and joy anyway. And I rubbed all that down, and the foreman come and rub his hand, rubbed his hand over to where I’d actually been told to rub it down, and he says, ‘You’ve just got to rub it down a little bit more,’ he says, ‘now, feel that,’ and he took me hand and, you know, showed me...made me feel what, what I was doing, and he did teach me properly; you know, like, he took the time to show me how it was done. It was an art anyway: and, a sort of, he give me that job and I did that, and he was quite happy about the way I was progressing. Anyway they used to have these trucks in, that the chassis had to be painted. So I had the job of rubbing all the chassis down and hand painting all the chassis, and it were, it were, I enjoyed it, you know, and sort of body work and things like this, you know, and putting parts of cars back together like, you know putting the seats back in after they’d been repaired and things like this and, it was quite interesting, and of course, socially when I was out socially, I could say, ‘Well I’ve been working on a Ford Zephyr today,’ you know and a, and sort of, you know, it, it was it was interesting you know, and I think that’s where I get me bent from a, from a lot of, from the practical point of view, you know.  And then, sort of I ... had the opportunity of furthering meself again, and a job came up at Walsall College of Technology, and, it was for a laboratory technician in the Electrical and Mechanical Engineering Department. 

Umm

                                        [both talk together]

So 

And this was when, roughly?

This was in the... late, I think it was about ‘69. Yeah it was about ’69, yeah, came up, so I applied for it, and, I applied for this job and of course, there were quite a lot of applicants for the job, and, I was in the waiting room and I thought, ‘No way, I ain’t gonna get this,’ so I walked away from it.  I walked away, and I went home.  Anyway, a couple of weeks after, I had a letter from the ... Personnel, The Personnel Department, asking me why I hadn’t turned up for the interview, so I explained that I didn’t feel that I was able to ... do the job.  ‘Well why don’t you come and have an interview and let us decide that?’  So I went. Anyway, there was this guy named John Wilson, who was the Head of the Department.  Nice man, you know and, he asked me what I’d been doing and I explained to him what I’d been doing in the car industry and things like this.  He says, ‘Well why do you want to change?’  I said, ‘Well it’s a new challenge,’ I says ‘and besides that,’ I says, ‘when you work it out, working for the Walsall College of Technology, it’ll always be here.  I shall probably be able to have a job,’ as I thought then, ‘for life.’  So, after a little bit of sort of, sort of thought, he says, ‘What about your physical disability do you think that you’ll be able to ... pick things up and cope with it, and things like this?’ And I says, ‘Well, the only way to find out is to give me the opportunity picking someone up for you.’ [laughs]. So he, he sort of says, ‘Okay, fair enough.’  Anyway, I had the job.  I got the job.  He says, and funny enough he says to me afterwards he says, ‘See,’ he says, ‘if you had’ve stayed that day you had have been able to have started.’ Anyway, I had to go and have a medical.  I had a medical ex…, cos, when you worked for the local authority, 
because of the pension thing, you had to have a medical. You know, superannuation pension.  So I had a medical and I passed that, and, anyway, they confirmed my appointment.  So I went on the Monday.  My God, was I proud!  ‘Walsall College of Technology,’ I thought, ‘and I’m working here,’ you know, I mean.  I thought, ‘What a... smashing... you know, thing to happen.’  So I went, I started work there, in the Electrical Engineering Department.  I hadn’t got a clue what were, what an Avo Seven was or what a multimeter was or anything, you know, I hadn’t got a clue at that time.  Anyway, me big chance came.  Ivor Brown, he was the sort of course tutors, you know, like the main lecturer, said, ‘You know, Barry,’ he says, ‘you can have day release,’ he says, ‘and you can learn the... electronics industry’: so I’ve thought, ‘Right-o,’ so I went and seen who I called ‘Tug Wilson’. I always called him ‘Tug Wilson’, I did. His name waren’t Tug, it was John [laughs].  I went, I went and seen him and I says, ‘Look’ I says, ‘I would really, really like to do day release, to further my ...education, you know’ I said, ‘because I am a thick, I am a bit thick, you know.’  Anyway, the end of the ... like, you know, for the New Year, they enrolled me in the Electrical and Mechanical Engineering…, I did Radio and TV, you know, for, up to ...City and Guilds standard, you know: and I did that and had me day release and everything, and all paid for, you know, and of course, by the time I’d finished I’d got an ONC in Mechanical and Electrical Engineering.  I did some part-time lecturing at night: like at night-time like, you know, when, did some part-time lecturing at night and of course it made a lovely boost to me wages, you know what I mean, and, that was it, you know, and I thoroughly enjoyed it. And of course, it gave me a lot of skills that I hadn’t got, but course, I’d also learnt other skills as I’d gone along, and …
And what was your... family’s reaction?

Well, my mum and dad was chuffed pink, I mean, you know.  Me brother was over the moon that, you know, I mean he sort of says, ‘Well to think that, you know, you were supposed to have been uneducatable,’ he says, ‘and here you are, you know, working in a, working in the College of Technology and, sort of, you know, doin’ 

repairing equipment, and putting lectures up.’  I got asked to build different things for different ... tutors, you know, like tutors’d come on with a, with a, a drawing and say, ‘Can you make this for me?’  And w…, and you’d sort of say, ‘Well what’s it for?’ And, by them telling you what it was for, you were advanced in ... your understanding of what was going on, and thoroughly enjoyed it, you know: it was really… something, you know, and I enjoyed it.  The, the bug was, was that, in 1982 I had a nervous breakdown, and of course I had to retire, on the grounds of ill health.  That was one of the worst times of me life, because, I was going home one night …
Umm
And ... some guys set about me, badly.

Oh!

And of course, that totally shattered my whole confidence, and it led to me being put in hospital, you know, because it affected me so badly, you know.  However.

Umm. Stop?  Do you want to stop…?
                                                         [End of recording]
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