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Tape 6, 21.03.05

Side A only

I’m wondering how you feel that the, the DDA, the Discrimination Act, has affected you?

How it’s affected me is that, to be honest with you, it w…, it hasn’t affected me, at the end of the day.  It hasn’t given me any more rights than, I have, I have had for years.  I’ve had the rights, as a person to live ... as an, as I want to live: and ... the only thing that it is going to do, is, in my view alienate a lot of people, because they’re gonna to have to spend, they’re gonna have to justify spending money, and people don’t like spending money: and, I agree that transport is something that is left to be desired.  I mean, like train companies and ... bus companies and things like this.  Yes, taxi companies and things like this.  They do need to improve their ... performances, as far as disabled people are concerned, and various other, things, but, at the same time, I think that, you know, the sort of, sort of, gonna say, ‘Well, can we really, really, the amount of disabled people we get travelling with us, can we really, really justify spending X millions of pounds?  You know, it does come down to the financial side of things, really.  I mean, I’m all for, for it: I mean everybody should be included, but I believe that the disabled person has got to make theirselves want to be involved in it: and I think that, looking at it from the a, respects of today, that disabled people are not encouraged to get involved; and I think this is where ... the Discrimination Law adds weight.  You know sort of, the doorways, the ramps, and things like this will come automatically, but I do think that ...disabled people have got to make a conscious decision and say, ‘I am going to be a magistrate’ or ‘I am gonna stand up, for election to the council’ or … and this is the only way the disabled movement in this country is going to move forward, is if disabled people say, ‘Yeah, I’m gonna become a local councillor.  I am going to start to make some ... noises and differences, about the way disabled people are treated, if you understand me, and, sort of, that is the way forward, I’d, and I believe that is where the ... Discrimination Act will be of some benefit.  It’s not the answer to all the problems, but I do believe that it would, it will be of benefit in some ways: you know. That’s my view, but I believe that it’s up to disabled people.  It’s up to us as disabled people, to make a conscious decision to say, ‘Yes I’m gonna get the academic qualifications, so that I am academically qualified, to actually become a magistrate.  To apply to be a magistrate.’  Put the Government in the embarrassing situation to saying ‘No!’, so that when they do say ‘No’, you take them to court: you know, that’s me, and, you know:  the same with the local authority, you know.  If a disabled person stands up and says ‘Right, I’m gonna be a Labour councillor,’ and goes out and gets, gets voted onto some committee that is insignificant, you know.  He ain’t put on social services, he’s put on summat else [laughs].  I believe that, you know... it’s up to the disabled person themselves to say, ‘I’m not gonna stand for this,’ and I believe that all disabled people should unite and say, ‘Right, we know what we want, we’re gonna get it,’ but unfortunately, with respects to disabled people, there’re an awful lot of disabled people that would never dream, of doing anything like that, but they have got the capabilities if given the opportunities, you know. 

I mean, can you tell me a bit about your, your contract, your contact rather with… other disabled organisations, other disabled people?

Well, I’ve been a life member of Scope as you might say.  Work, sort of socialising with disabled people, working on committees with disabled people and, as I said, when you talk about ‘a committee’, you know, and, and it’s made up of disabled people [coughs] they’re making a conscious decision and saying, ‘Well, I want to change things’ you know, and I seriously believe that this is where we’ve got to encourage, to say, ‘Right, you want to make changes, we will give you the ammunition to make changes,’ you know.  I’m fortunate that [laughs] I’m fortunate that I can talk for the rest of the world, you know, and sort of, you know, I’m not frightened to stand up and say me piece: and a lot of people respect me for that  because, I tell ‘em what I’ll think, but I won’t leave it at telling ‘em what I’ll think, I will also say, ‘Well look, let me show you why I think like this,’ and, you spend a bit of time with it.  There’s plenty of people that say what they think, and they leave it at that, but I don’t: I like to be able to ... sort of, get that other person to understand where I’m coming from.  I won’t say I get it right all the time.  I’ve got many, many things wrong, but I’ve sucked eggs afterwards, you know: but the thing is that [coughs] I’m respected for the fact that I’ve got up and spoken, and not just left it at that, you know. 

What, what do you think has been the effect on you, of, of being in this position, and belonging to these organisations?

It’s been good, because it’s given me an insight into other people’s lives, to be able to, see into other people’s lives, and to be able to, sort of, how can I put it?  Understand life, as a disabled person, not only from my own point of view, but, from the point of view of the other side of the coin, you know: sort of, anybody can get insular, as you might say.  It’s so easy to do that, and I believe that, in some respects, some disabled people are insular.  Rather than stand up and be counted, they take all the rubbish that they’re given, and it’s time to sort of say, ‘Well look, son, you don’t have to take the rubbish.’  I’m gonna tell you something … There’s a young lad, and he’s a nice young lad, and he lives independently. Apparently, he got married and it didn’t work out, and it meant him living on his own. Now he’s got a disability, and he finds it difficult to get about, so, he has care ser…, he has care come in to help him every day, to getting him the breakfast, and all this sort of thing: like once in the morning, once in the afternoon: and, for quite some time he suffered in silence, never said a word, that the afternoon carer, they were ringing him up in the afternoon saying, ‘Oh I can’t come this afternoon.  Can you get somebody else to get yer supper?’ and things like this.  Now instead of him getting in touch with social services and saying, ‘Look, this ain’t good enough,’ you know, he just let it go on and on and on: and it was only by, having a discussion, not just with him but, a whole group about, care and he told us about it.  Now, the care company that he’s got, has been paid for his care.  I said ‘So you’re paying them for nothing. Y’m having to pay again, for somebody else to come and sort you out. That ain’t right,’ you know, and this is the sort of rubbish that disabled people have to put up with.  This is why I say: ‘that you’ve got care people, that really speaking, don’t care. They’re only there for the money, you know: seven pound an hour, [laughs] you know.’ So, you know, having sort of been able to sort of talk to that lad, and to be able to sort of say, ‘Well look, let’s get something done about it’ has helped him, you know.  He’s started to stand up now, and talk, about his feelings and about what he thinks, you know, whereas at one time, he used to sit back [laughs] and say, ‘Well I can’t do that’ you know.  ‘I don’t understand this’ or ‘I don’t understand that,’ but his attitude over ... the last two years has totally changed because, he’s been in an environment that he’s felt comfortable with, and, instead of sort of being the shrinking violet, he ’as actually sort of started to ask.  He’s not ashamed to ask, a question: you know, ‘I don’t understand this’ or whatever, whatever it is, and it can be so ... how can I put it?  Because of his educational standards, he can be very, it can be a very basic thing, but by sort of ... not sort of saying, ‘Sit down you fool,’ and things like this, which normally, people do do, he’s been told, and he’s been told properly you know, and he appreciates that and he’s starting to come out of himself, and there’s gotta be more of that, in my view, because I’ll get him elected as the Mayor of Redditch; [laughs] if it was left to me. [pause]

I’m wondering, you know, how you would mobilise, or you know, what do you think is the best thing to do?

I think meself personally that, y’, there is one organisation at the moment that I feel goes to the extreme. I dunno whether I ought to mention ‘em but, y’know, well I call them ‘Dan Amusements’ DAN, [laughs] and, you know, it’s all right, chaining yerself to a bus, and, sort of, putting yourself under a lorry, and things like this, but it doesn’t achieve anything.  I believe that, you’ve got in order to achieve something, you’ve got to be responsible for yerself,  because, when you chain yerself to a bus or chain yerself to railings, or train yerself to a railway line or what-have-yer, people that are not disabled, are saying, ‘Look at that fool.’  It gives a bad ... name to disability, because people … you, you can be totally innocent to s… things like that, but they’ll look at you and they think, ‘I wonder whether he’s a lunatic?’  You know, because they do think it’s stupid, a lot of people do: and I think that you’ve got to be able to move forward, in a proper, orderly organisation.  Now, Scope at the moment are running an Equality Campaign. Now I believe that this is one of the biggest things that Scope have ever done, in respects to campaigning for equal rights and ... human rights, and things like this, which I think is a great thing.  And I think that, you know, Scope has got to get all the other organisations on board.  Once you’ve got all the other organisations on board, then I really, really think that, it will be an effective campaign.  But, on the individual ... sort of, basis, I believe that every disabled person should be campaigning for equality, you know, and I very much do believe in equality, you know, and I believe that, anybody that isn’t ... getting equality, I believe that they should get somebody on board with them, to get them going: you know, and I know that this can be effective, and I know this from my dealings with ... other disabled people: that, you know, you can trigger ‘em [laughs].  You can trigger a person off, but you’ve got to be careful how you do it.  You, you can’t just ... you know, you got to do it in the proper manner, rather than a silly manner.  It takes, you know, sort of time to do this you know.  But...
What do you feel about the way disabled people are ... the image ... that’s presented in the media?

[laughs] The media, it, they always, the media always seems to, sort of, pick the sob stories.  They don’t, sort of, you know: the equality campaign, they’ve given very little credence to it.   Other campaigns that’ve happened in the past, they’ve given very little ... media coverage in it.  And I don’t think they do give the coverage.  I mean, like for instance, Cancer Research, Macmillan, and Red Nose Day, and all these sort of things, they’re… you know: but those are... how can I put it?  The Red Nose Day … I won’t say, I can’t say Cancer Research and Macmillan’s because it ... they’re they are, but Red Nose Day: because there’s that many celebrities like the Beckhams and all these idiots, getting involved in this, they give it credence: but they don’t … give the struggles that, like me, and so many other disabled people, they don’t give any credence to the work that we are doing, behind the scenes, if you understand me.  The things that go unseen, you know.  They don’t sort of, try to ferret these things out and say, ‘Look, this is what’s happening,’ to give it significance if you understand me: sort of, you know, to give some significance to what you’re doing, and to what, what the organisations are doing: like, for instance, you know, how often do you hear Scope’s name being mentioned?  Very, very little: or other, or the Leonard Cheshire ... charity and things like this, you know.  No, Leonard Cheshire have got more or less the same sort of campaign going on, you know.  But there isn’t any credence to it. They, they’ll put on the media, sort of, if somebody has difficulty in getting into a shop, they’ll put that on, [laughs] you know, but what has it achieved, apart from giving the shop a bad name? [laughs]  You know what I mean?  You know, and people have put theirselves up for that, you know.  That ain’t adding weight.  I would I would want to sort of ... go on a step further than that, is to say, ‘Well, why has this happened?  And why is this happening?’ you know, and, and, sort of, do some research into it and saying, ‘Well, look how many other people are …’ you know, have a phone-in: ‘how many other people have had the same problems and, where and why?’ you know, and to take it up.  I’ll give yer an instance: something that I’m doing at the moment is called ‘open the toy shop’.  I’m having a campaign of my own: and I’ll tell you how I’ve done it.  This campaign is to open the toy shop for disabled children, and the campaign is to make manufacturers, or get legislation, for manufacturers to be compulsory compelled to put in a plug adapter on the back of all their musical and singing and dancing toys; so that they, parents, can go in the shop and get it off the shelf, and plug in their Johnny’s push switch or what-have-yer, and things like this.  Now, I am in the process of, getting legislation passed.  I mean, organising it: let’s put it like this.  Now in my... sort of, project, I go around talking to parent groups, I talk to social workers, and various play groups, play group leaders and things like this.  Now, I’m getting all those people on board, so that we can collectively go ... to the Government and say, ‘We would like legislation that toys sold in British toy shops are ... compliant to this standard, you know: show and set the standards that you want setting.  All we’re asking for, is a plug adapter to be put in the back of an electronic toy, so that a big switch can be put on it for young Johnny or what-have-you, you know, and I’m getting quite a lot of, quite a lot of support for it. You know, instead of going in the shop and sort of saying, ‘Well, what, what can I buy him?’ the whole blooming shop is, you know, so that it’s ‘Open the toy shop’ campaign for disabled kids.  That’s summat I’m doing.  I shouldn’t ‘ave said, [laughs] but it’s something that I’m doing at the moment, is, you know, but I’m doing it by going to the professional people that work with disabled kids, and parents: getting them on board, if you understand me, and I believe that, when you look at it in the context of that, is, to say to disabled people, ‘Come on board with me. I’ll be ya leader. Come on board, and we’ll go and do it,’ you know.  And I believe that it is disabled people that’ve gotta have a leader, you know, because, you’ve gotta have a leader that’s prepared to go to Government officials, and talk to Government officials.  Not chain yerself to them but, [laughs] you know, sort of go to them and talk to them.  Listen to what they say.  Let them give their reasons why they can’t do it.  Go away.  Think about their reasons, analyse their reasons, then go back ...and shoot ‘em down in flames... you know that’s my way.

And how do you think that’s different from how you would have been?
What do you mean?
Thirty, forty years ago?  

[laughs] I don’t know really… Thirty or 40 years ago, I think, when I was, well, if we go back 40 years, I was 20. I lived in a very, sort of, how can I put it? protected environment, if you like.  I didn’t have to worry about this, that and the other: me mum and dad was there.  They did the worrying; I d’ain’t.  I just, you know, sort of went to work and paid me board and, went ‘n’ enjoyed m’self, as you might say, you know, and I think that’s totally different today, [laughs] you know.  But as, but it’s, as I say,  m… over the years, call it ‘maturity’ or call it ‘education’, I think that my total attitude has totally changed, complete circle, as you might say, you know, where, I had no responsibilities, I weren’t bothered, and things like this.  I think over the years, I’ve sort of, developed responsibility, and sort of, you know, I’m responsible for myself, and not only for myself, but, I’ve sort of, how can I put it? put challenges... to ... meself, Government and, and things like this, and I am prepared to sort of, you know, challenge things.  Nobody’s got all the answers, but I do believe that disabled people can make a significant difference theirselves: which is what we have to do.  Well, that we have to do is to sort of say, ‘Right, we’re gonna do this in a proper orderly manner,’ you know and do it right: and get it to suit us, because [laughs] nobody else’ll bother…

When you talk about your disability to other people, you … how, how differently, would you describe yourself?
Wh wh?

Now, from when you were younger.  What kind of [both talk together, interviewer inaudible]

Well, when I was younger I was always told, ‘Well you can’t do that, you can’t do this, and you can’t do that,’ you know: but I used to go and do it, you know.  As I said earlier in my ... conversation, Anne: like, for instance, I always found other ways round it.  I was always told, ‘Well, you can’t do that.’  Like, for instance, I always remember: ‘You can’t ride a two-wheel bike: you’ll kill yerself,’ but, I used to go over the park, and there was this girl I used to go, next door neighbour’s girl, her got a girl’s bike.  I always remember, it was a blue and cream Phillips bike. [laughs] Got a nice bell on it, and, I always remember, going over the fields, and I’d got me three-wheeled bike, and  I wasn’t happy with that three-wheeled bike, I tell you, ‘cos it’d got a handle on the back!  So, June, her said, one day her says, ‘Would you like to ‘ave a go on my bike and I’ll ’ave a go on your bike?’  So I says, ‘Oh me Mum, me Dad won’t let me go on these.’  Her says, ‘No,’ her says, ‘he won’t know’ [laughs], you know, so, she got out of the saddle of this bike, and I started pedalling it, and I was up and running and I rode a two-wheeled bike.  But me mum and dad never said I could, [laughs] you know, and I, of course, after that, me dad sort of bought me a two-wheeled bike.  The first time I went out on it I fell off it and I broke me leg [laughs].  But I got up and lived another tale, you know. But, you know, sort of, I’ve always been given ...you know, in me younger days, told, ‘Oh you can’t do that,’ you know.  ‘Oh, I’d,’ you know, they’ll look at you and say, ‘Oh, you won’t be able to do that,’ you know, and I’ve always said, ‘Well, I’m gonnoo’ [phon.] you know.  I’ve sort of, how can I put it?  Had the devil, and I’ve gone and done it, you know, and they’ll say, ‘Well, [quietly] bugger me!’ [laughs] you know, and, you know, they sort of, ‘Well, I dain’t think you’d do that, our Barry,’ or ‘Oh well, Barry, you’n gonna hurt yourself,’ you know, and I’d say to meself, ‘Well, if I hurt meself, it’s me own fault,’ [laughs] you know. You know, and, that’s the way it’s been with me, you know: I’ve always sort of, you know, thought, ‘Well I’ll do it anyway.’ You know.

And nowadays, how would you describe yourselves, yourself in... your disability to other people?

Oh I don’t. 

You don’t?

I’m not disabled. You know, physically, there are things that I can’t do, but ... I don’t look at meself as a disabled person.  I don’t look at meself as a disabled person: other people do.  I get real annoyed when, you go into a place and they sort of, you know, like: I’ve been into a restaurant and you know how you get the tray?  You know, you go, you know, the self-service restaurant?  You put yer meal on, you put yer cup on, and everything like this, and the girl says, ‘Oh I’ll carry it over to the table for you,’ and I say, ‘No thanks, I can manage thank you.’  Because for the simple reason is, I hate that.  You know, she is saying, ‘Well, you’re a cripple,’ or, I’m sor…, I beg your pardon, she is saying, ‘You’re disabled.’  You know, she is saying, she’s recognizing the fact that you’re disabled, yes.  But I like it if I ask for help. I don’t like, sort of people sort of saying, ‘Oh, I’ll carry y…, you know: it sort of, how can I put it, gives me the impression, ‘Ooh I’m sorry for yer.’ [laughs] It’s just, you know, it’s just summat that I hate, you know.  It is a pet hate that is. [pause]

I think we’ve talked ourselves into the ground.
Pardon?

I think we’ve talked ourselves 
                                                          [both talking together]

I told yer I’d

into the ground.

I told yer I’d talk the hind leg off a donkey.
[End of tape.]
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