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You ready then [laughs]?

Well, I’m ready, yes.  It’s nice to see you again.

Yeah, well I’m here. You know what they say about bad pennies. [laughs]

Is that right? [laughs] Just to record, this is Monday, the

Ninth

Ninth of May, and I’m interviewing Barry Morgan.

Again. 

At my house in Selly Oak; again, [laughs] and it’s nice to see you.  There were a couple of things I was wanting to pick up with you, I hope that’s all right? 

Yes, no problem.

One, one thing that has been around, that you’ve talked about quite a lot, is education in its various forms 

Yes.

and that’s quite a sort of strong theme in your life.
Yes.
I was wondering what you felt about some moves these days, towards inclusive education?

Moves towards inclusive education, I think that, basically, it is possibly a step forward, providing that the needs of the individuals is met, because, in experiments that that have gone on, it can come out that a person may need 19 hours a week, help in an education situation, and that’s fine, but, in reality they probably get something like 10 hours a week, which really speaking, doesn’t really, to my way of thinking, fulfil the needs of the person concerned.  If it’s been adjudged that they have 19 hours, they should have 19 hours.  The other thing is that I, personally meself don’t think that, it has been funded correctly. 

Can you tell me a bit more about that?
Well, you know, the idea, the ideas are great, in a way, but unfortunately, it all comes down to, sort of, the Government putting the funding, the necessary funding in, for this particular type of thing.  The other thing is that there are insufficient people that are actually trained to deal with people that need special needs, if you understand me, particularly in the educational ... environment.  A lot of teachers, also, say, ‘Oh no, I’m not taking the responsibility for looking after … a person that’s got a special need,’ because it isn’t in their remit.  For instance, you can have a child that’s in a wheelchair, and they need to go to the toilet some time in the day, then the teacher will not do it, because they’re not trained to do it, or, you know, they don’t feel comfortable with doing it, so, before we start, sort of, mainstream education, we’ve got to get all this particular type of thing into place; and obviously, it’s going to take funding, and it’s also going to take training of staff, to actually be prepared, professionally, to be able to deal with it, and I don’t think at the present time, we have got to that situation.  

Right, and how do you think you would fare [Barry coughs], or a young Barry would fare in mainstream, cos you went to … you were in mainstream?

Well, I was very lucky, because for the simple reason is that, as I explained, I went to school and my mum and dad insisted my brother was with me.  I was lucky 
in that respects, but, if I hadn’t of had my brother, I would’ve b’ fared pretty badly, you know.  The thing is I would’ve been left in me, on me own, and I would’ve probably wound up with wet trousers… quite often, you know.  My brother was there to help me and to sort of, [coughs] how can I put it?  See that I was okay during the day, but, you know, if he wasn’t there, I would’ve fared fairly badly. 

And how do you think you might’ve fared if you were... a youngster today, in school, in mainstream school? 

..I would’ve fared all right…, particularly with the improvement in my physical condition.  Of course, my physical condition over the years, I have managed to be able to control my limbs a lot more than I used to be able to when I was a youngster. I’d’ve probably fared all right, the, the, you know ... I’d’ve probably have to been given some allowances, [laughs] but I’d’ve probably fared all right.  There are people that probably wouldn’t have fared, you know, okay. 

Yes.

As I explained you know, with the help they need it’s not always there.

Right, true: yeah.  And... one query we had, you went to St Chad’s …
I went to St Chad’s School in Litchfield, which was a Cathedral School.

Right, and I was wondering was that a private school? Or?

No, no, it’s a Church school,

Umm.

it’s a C. of E. it’s a C. of E. school.
Umm.

 No, it’s not a private school.

Right so your parents didn’t have to pay or anything?

Ooh no, [laughs] no.

And I wanted to ask a bit more about that: did you have the … when you were coming up to the end of that time, did you have the option of taking exams, or?
It was automatic, you automatically went, did eleven plus and things like this, and there was no sort of, well, you know, doing it and things like this.  I did the basic, sort of, you know, exams and things like this, you know: I learnt me two times table and penmanship, in them days, you … writing.

Handwriting. 

Handwriting, yes.

Oh right

And, you know, I did okay.  Let’s put it this way. [laughs].

And you left?

I left in 1959.
Right when you were?
That was, that was when I was 16. 

Sixteen. And you went to a day centre in Harborne.
Yeah, that was in 1962.  I went there in 
Oh right.

1962.

Right.   

I had worked ... in between 

Right. 

that [inaudible]

Can you fill me in the bit about, cos, I’ve got a bit confused about the… what you did.  You left school in 1959. [talking together] And then?

Yes.

And then? 

Then I got a little job, as I said, you know: I got a job.  My dad went and took me to the interview and that, and, it was ten and a tanner, ten and sixpence a week.  [laughs] I’d better not use me Black Country accent. [laughs]. It was ten and sixpence a week and I bought me first bicycle with, out of that, and I had … me Dad paid for it, and I had to pay me Dad back, [laughs] every week, you know, and that, sort of, made a difference, that did, you know, going backwards and forwards to work, you know.

And so what, can you tell me what led up to this going to the Day Centre, then?

Well, I sort of, lost, well, I found that I wasn’t up to me, up to the job that I was expected to do, and unfortunately, they had no choice but to sort of let me go: and, of course, that meant that I had to, you know, become unemployed, and at that point my mother and father decided that they were going to seek some help, if you understand me, and at the time the Midlands Spastics Society were in Harborne.  My mother got to know about them, through a work friend that she worked with, and, course, approaches were made by them, if you understand me, to see what help there was.  Course, [coughs] a, what they called as ‘a fieldworker’, came to see us and to talk to us and, a place was found for me to go to the work, the Day Centre.  It was only for a, sort of, a couple of hours a week, but it was better than roaming the street, doing nothing.  

And how long were you in that?

Only about, about 12 months, before they decided that I was good enough to go and go to Sherrards Training Centre in Welwyn Garden City.
And I was wondering if you could tell me a bit more about that. Were you?  Was it a … residential?

It was a residential ... rehabilitat…, well it was residential, yes.  I stayed there for three years [laughs].
And it was … young men and young women or ... just?

Oh yes it was mixed [laughs]. It was mixed.  

It was mixed [laughs].

Oh yeah, yeah. Made quite a lot of friends, you know when I there, and, sort of, how can I put it?  It was sort of a big experience for me, being away from home, and being so far away from home.  My mum and dad thought it would, sort of, you know, help me become more independent which it did.  You know, I used to see them about every 12 weeks, [laughs] you know.

And how did you, how did you feel about it? Did you …?

How did I feel at the time?  I was quite happy about it because, obviously, it was discussed beforehand, what the outcome of me going there was likely to be.  The beauty of it was that they taught you various trades, and things like this, and whatever was best suited to you, you, you furthered it on: and, of course, the other beauty of it was, was that you didn’t leave until they’d found you employment. They found you, in those days, they used to have lots and lots of, sort of, you know, people that they could approach, in respects to, helping you find employment, and things like this, and they usually found you a job, before you, you know, left like, you know, when your time was coming up to being, to leaving, they found you a job.

So, so you moved on to … to?

I did car repair and ser, ser, maintenance and painting, if you remember.  I helped out painting the vehicles and things like this, for Tilsleys.       

Right, I’m just trying to see the name. Can you remind me of the name for that?

Reginald Tilsleys. 

Tilsleys, yes, sorry, yes: and what kind of things did you do in your...  I was going to say your, your free time at...
At Sherrards?  

At Sherrards.
Ooh I had a great, a whale of a time [laughs].

Go on!         [both laugh together]

Well, we used to go out into Welwyn Garden City, and we used to go on to the Wimpy Bar and have something to eat, and we used to go the cinema and, various other things, and of course, Sherrards itself use to have, have various things like, you know, we used to get invited to ... different clubs and things like this, and a group of us ‘ould  go sort of in a controlled environment, [laughs] but, we used to go… we were not allowed to have a drink.  We were allowed to drink, but we weren’t allowed to drink in Welwyn Garden City, so, I mean I, there was quite a few people from the Midlands, you know, and, we more or less all stuck together, and we used to go to ...  a place called ‘The Wagon and Horses’ in St Albans.  Now, my friend David Slack, (I shouldn’t name names but I’m gonnoo), David Slack used to be a brilliant piano player, and he could listen to a tune and he could knock it…off  by heart, and we used to go down there on a Saturday night, and this one, I will never forget this one Saturday night, we went down there, and of course, David said to the licensee, ‘Do you, does anybody ever play the piano?’ and he says ‘No’, he says ‘It’s ... never played.’  He says, ‘Can I play?’ so David plays the piano that night, and of course there was a line of drinks on the top of, the top of the piano.  Anyway, comes closing time, we had to hold him up, so we got on the green line bus, back to Welwyn Garden City, on the Great North Road, and [laughs] anyway, we decided we was gonna go upstairs, so we went upstairs and we were sitting there, and we’d all got our bus fare out and David says, ‘No, I’ll pay the bus fare,’ and he wanted to pay everybody’s bus fare [laughing] on the bus.  I will never, never ever [laughing] forget the embarrassment of that, you know.  But, you know, we used to have some fun, you know, [laughs] and of course, inside Sherrards itself there was, there was a games room, and things like this. You could play games and there was also a quiet room where you could write letters home, and read books and things like this and, you know, it was, it was a really nice place, and of course there was a nice grounds attached to it as well; you know.   Yeah. 

That was two years, [Barry coughs] that was for two years you said?

That was for three years.

Three years, sorry yes: and then you went into, if you like, real, real work.

Oh yeah. [laughing]  Real, real work, yeah. 

Can you tell me a bit about how you got on there? 

All right …you know.  They, I was given the opportunities and the chances.  As I said, I worked at Walsall College of Technology, and they were very, being a local authority, you know, like the College belonged to the local authority, they were very sort of, helpful to me: gave me all the opportunities that I needed, and the one ... thing that I really took advantage of, and really enjoyed was having day release, so that I could further my ... sort of, education, if you understand me, in respects to electronics, and electrical and mechanical engineering: and, of course, I did that, and it’s the one thing that I would never ever regret, you know: but sort of, how can I put it? Going to Sherrards gave me the confidence, to know that I was able of doing, capable of doing it, you know.  I wasn’t sort of, you know, left in the corner to sort of, well, you know, ‘vegetate’, as you might say.  I would, I knew I was confident enough to do it, and hold me own against anybody because, [coughs] sort of, I had a bloke that worked with me that was great and, you know if I needed a hand, it was there for me, you know, and ‘e more or less says, ‘Don’t struggle,’ you know, and he actually learnt me quite a bit, you know, being an older man, I mean he was on the verge of retirement, and he learnt me quite a lot, you know, and, sort of, fully supported me in respects to doing the day release, you know. Yeah.

And, did you say you also did a bit of teaching there?

Oh yes I did a … [laughs/coughs] Well, I decided to join the Amateur Radio Society of Great Britain, because I took up amateur radio and enjoyed it, and, I sort of decided to do a bit of a course: well I was asked if I would like to do a little bit of a course on it, and I said, ‘Okay you get the people, [laughing] I’ll do it’ you know.  For a couple of hours every week, and I did it, and it was certainly an eye-opener because, the people that came to it, hadn’t got a clue, about amateur radio, or anything like this because they thought that they were joining up to repair radios and TV’s, [laughing] and things like this, and, of course, I got requests from them, ‘Can we repair this? Can we repair that?’ and, of course it ended up that it was a great introduction for them to join the radio and television courses that were on in September and of course, you know, sort of, you sit down and you say, ‘You do it like this’ and explain an amplifier to them, and explain, you know and … I did that for a quite a while, yeah. 

And how did it feel to be…?

Oh it was great, I enjoyed it, you know: I thoroughly enjoyed being able to, sort of, say, ‘Well I’ve got there in the end,’ you know.  You know, I got there in the end, and, even today, with my own project that I’ve got at the moment, it’s brilliant, to be able to, sort of, do something constructive, to show people that, you know, you can do these things if you really want to try [laughs].

Just pause there.        
Yeah.

[Break in recording.]

Just, a few details, Barry, please [laughs]: date of birth?

Fourteenth of the first, 1945.
Right. Your father’s name?

Thomas.
Thomas. And your mother’s name?

Vera.

Are you on? You’re on, yeah?

Yeah.

Yep. And your younger brother was Dennis, he was two years younger. 

Yeah, 

Ye?

And then there’s Lionel, who’s me youngest brother.

Yeah, other brother: Lionel, 
Yeah. 
Then there’s Edith, me sister,

[Both talking together] And, and, hang on, how much younger is Lionel?

He’s about seven years younger than me. 

Okay.

Thank you.  And your sister is…?
Edith.

Edith. And her husband is Ian? 

Yeah.

Do they have any children?

No.

Neither of them. Does Lionel…have children?

Lionel’s got… two children.

And their names are?

Samantha and Victoria.

Probably wouldn’t, it probably won’t matter but… do you have much to do with them.  Do you…?

Oh every so often, we go out and have a time out, like a couple of weeks ago we went out, as I said

Yes [talking together]
to you and, you know, and...
Right

Yes.

And they, are they grown up now or...?
Yes, they’ve left home.
Are they?

Left home and got their own lives now.

Oh right.

Yeah.

Did you enjoy being an Uncle?

Not really, make no difference to me.  I don’t see them, the girls, very often, you know. 

Right

It’s only now and then.

Yeah, yeah. 

You know.                     [pause]

So that was ‘yes’.  And it’s Dennis who’s gone to?
Canada.

Canada. 

And he’s brilliant, he is.

He’s brilliant.
Yeah, he’s brilliant, our Dennis is. 

Yeah? 
Yeah.

What still?

He keeps in touch with me, and I keep in touch with him and, the one thing that... we, we do now is, we exchange things on the internet,
Do you? [talking together]
You know because, 

Yes

Well, the internet’s changed the ... sort of, the communication thing, whereas at one time, you used to be able to talk on the phone and send a letter, it used to take weeks: you know, you can sort of, you know, put things on the internet and it’s there within a matter of ... moments, you know, and it’s sort of visa versa, you know. 

Umm.
And... you know, it’s sort of, as though he’s only down the road, you know: yeah.

That’s nice.  And you’ve been to Canada?

I’ve been to Canada, yes: and enjoyed it; you know.

Often? Or…
Well, every, about every five years I’ve been, you know, ever since he’s been out there, I mean, you know, we, sort of, Dennis comes over here and I go over there, and sort of, you know, visa versa, and, he enjoys it over here and I enjoy it over there.

And does... does he have family?

Yes, he’s got four daughters, [laughs] Yeah.  [pause]

He got a big family, Dennis has.

Umm.  Are they all grown up now?

Well, yeah, they’ve all left school. Gaynor, and Amy, and Katie, and then there’s Gerald.  They’ve all sort of …
Gerald?  Is that a, a son? 
Yeah.

Mm, so…yeah.  Just to check the name of the Head of Greenrock School, Mr Howell. 

Mr Howell, yeah.

And it was Greenrock?

Greenrock, yeah.

One word or two words?

Greenrock was one word. 

Right.  So it’s Howell; and, do you have any memories of him, particularly?
A little man: round-faced.

Un huh.

Very softly spoken.  That’s about as much as I remember of him [laughs]. But of course, I mean, you know, he’d be gone now: you know: yeah.
And how big was the school? Was it a big school?
No it was only … about four or five classroom school.  It’s still standing today. Yeah, it’s still standing today. It’s a …
Whereabouts is it?

At Blakenall in Walsall. Still stands today, I’m sure.

Still used as a school?
Yep. Yeah, it’s a ... was one of these prefab, one of the first, I would say, pre, pre-war pre-fabricated schools.  It was smart-looking, you know, and … prefabricated, though. It was a good school…

And then spelling of, is it Skette’s Fish and Chip Shop?

Oh aye, Skette’s [laughs] oh yeah, that was good. Skette’s, yeah.

S-K-E-E-T-S? [spells it]

S-K-E-T-T-E-S [spells it]. I’m sure they spelt it with double ‘t’

Oh right, so: S-K
E

E

Double T-E-S.

And it, it 

Skettes

wasn’t, it’s not a double ‘e’?

No it’s double ‘t’ I think.

Okay. [Barry coughs] And then another check: Mobo spinning top.  It was a Mobo, wasn’t it?

Mobo. It was a scooter, that was.

Oh, scooter!

What’ve you got there then?

Spinning top.  What was the spinning top?
No sorry, yeah!  It was a Mobo spinning top.  Mobo, yeah, but they, I had a Mobo scooter as well… [pause]

I remember the Mobo… scooter.

You remember that don’t ya?  [pause]

And then the Woodlands Hospital …
The Woodlands Hospital, yeah, that’s the one over at S…, where is it?  Solihull, isn’t it?  Up the road.

Yeah it’s just up the road.
The orthopaedic hospital. Are these words they don’t understand?

I s’pose checking they got them right.  I think they [Barry laughs] personally might understand. [Anne laughs]

[Barry coughs]

And then it’s St Chad’s School?

St Chad’s School, yeah.

In Litchfield

Yeah.

And it’s not private, so tell, so could you just tell me again?  It’s a …
It was a Church of England School, attached to the Litchfield Cathedral.

Okay.  [pause]  And the Grey Friar School was that the girls’ school?

Oh that was the girls’ school, that was, yes, that was the girls’ school! [laughs]

And then lo and behold
Happy, happy times!

[Anne laughs] 

[laughing] Oh dear.

I’ve got dancing partner 

Oh yeah.

Judith Crutchley. 

Oh yeah, yeah. 

Can you give me the spelling of that: Crutchley?
C-H     [spells it]

No, no Crutch  ... Oh, C-H?  C-R

Crutch, C-R-

Yeah

U-C … You’ve got me at it now!  C-H

If I show it to you, can you…? Just check whether it’s right

                               [both talk together]

Let’s have a look at it, let’s have a look at it.

                                [both talk together]

About halfway down the page.

Ah! 

Is it T-C-H- like that?

S, girls’ school …where is it?

Umm

Oh yeah Crutchley! That’s right, yeah.

That’s okay.

Yeah.
Thank you

That’s right. Sorry, I was looking down the page.

And St Chad’s Head Teacher, the name.

They haven’t, you haven’t got that have you?  Mr Weedon.

W-E-E?   [spells it]

W-E-E Weedon.

Yeah. D-O-N.  [spells it]  Can you remember anything about him?
Yeah, ferret-faced man. Can’t put that, can we? He was thin-faced, got glasses.  He was very insulting, to... youngsters.  I found him very abrasive and very insulting.  I always remember him saying, ‘I’ll wheel you down the office’ and I says, ‘I help you I’ve got a barra,’ then he got me by the earhole, and dragged me down the office. [laughs]  Mr Weedon.

You said somewhere, I think, that. .. your name [Barry coughs] is up on the boards?

Oh yeah.

Was that for anything particular or for having been there?

For actually being there.  I mean the hall… every year, there was a ... students’ board for the students every year, and I’m in there, on the board. 

And then there was the name of the R. E. Teacher; was it the Reverend Salter?

Salter, yeah, yeah.  

And he gave you some advice, didn’t he? He was 

Umm, he was
quite helpful.
nice bloke, he was …Get into trouble, you could go and cry with him [laughs] Umm.

The name of some friends: I’ve got Michael Clarke
Oh Michael Clarke and Kurt Jenssen

Kurt Jenssen

He was he was a Dane, he was.

Umm? 

Yeah.

And Christopher Harriman,

Christopher Harriman, aye. He turned out to be a rogue.

Do you see any of them still?
Christopher Harriman! I’ve ‘eard about him.  He’s into all sorts, gets himself into all sorts of trouble.  Kurt Jenssen, actually, he went back to Denmark, but Michael Clarke is no longer with us unfortunately.

Do you see anybody else from school nowadays?
Rarely.  Rarely. Left that one behind. [laughs] Moving actually, he, like, you know, moving from, sort of, you know, with, living with me mum and dad, moving into another area of the country has totally sort of changed my… circle of friends, and I think, I’ve changed with that circle of friends [laughing].

Right.  Yes, so you moved from ... look, can we just sort of, wait, I’ll perhaps go on to that, in a mo. I was wanting to ask about, I was wanting to just do a sort of chronology with the dates and stuff. I’ll do that in a moment, when we just turn this side over.

Yeah, well.

You don’t mind, do you?

No.
You’re not doing anything?
All right.

End of Tape 8, Side A
Side B
Okay, so... what I’d like to do is, just go through a bit of a chronology. 

Umm.

Because we’ve talked about quite a lot of things and 

Yes, 

get some dates 

Yeah,

I hadn’t got you know, some of those dates, that you just told me, about

umm

where you went after school, I hadn’t got them quite right before.
Right.
So, you were born in 1945?

That’s right.
You went to school, primary school in 1950,
Yeah.
or thereabouts: and secondary school in?

Bout nineteen... I think it was… 1953, I think.  Somewhere round that, about fifty-three.
And can you tell me... where you were living?  Where were you born again?  Where was the house where you were born?

I was born in...[laughs]

Doesn’t matter.
Gornal Wood, actually. [laughing].
Yeah, and then you moved to a new house, didn’t you?

Yes, we moved to Pellsel, in Walsall. 

Pellsel.
P-E double L-S-E-L.  Yeah.

Pellsel.
Yeah.
And the school was in...
Litchfield.
Litchfield, which I remember.
Used to cycle every day.

And did you stay in that house?  Did your parents stay in that house in Pellsel?

Umm.  Stayed, yes, unh.

Until you, till you moved right away?
Yeah. Yeah.

Okay, so then you left at about ... 15, 16. Left school, yeah?

Yes.
Your first… [talking together]
That was, that was in 1959, I think.

Right, thank you.  [pause] And your first job was at Horley’s warehouse?

Yes that’s right I…

Yeah.
I did a warehouse job there and, as I said earlier, it didn’t exactly work out, you know.

Yes. Well. And…
Yeah, that was my first job. 

Ten and a tanner a week.  [Anne laughs] Ten and sixpence for you Londoners.

And, it was about a year that you did, that was it?

Yeah, about that.

And then you had a gap?

Yeah.
and then you went to...
Then I went to the Day Centre in ... Harborne

Harborne: over here.
Yeah.

So that’s Harborne without a ‘u’?

Yeah.

I keep putting a ‘u’.  So that would be roughly 1960.
1960, yeah, it was about 196… no it wasn’t, it was 1961, I think.

Okay.

I’ve not thought about dates, you know.

I know, I know it’s difficult to sometimes do that: but as long as we get the sort order right, I think that’s fine… And then it was Sherrards Training Centre?

Yeah. That was 1963.

Right.
I do know that.

And that was...
Yeah.

for three years?  Okay.  And then that lead to …?

Working at Walsall College of Technol, well no, 

Not Reginald Tilsley?

no.  I worked at Reginald Tilsley, doing painting, the … painting cars and preparing cars, and things like this for painting.

Umm umm.  How long was… that was straight from Sherrards, was it?

Yes, when I left there I went into the bodywork business, you know 

Umm,

and did that for a couple of years. 

Right.  So that’s two years? So that was 

Yeah.
’64, ’65, ’66.

Umm
’67, ‘68?

Yeah
Something like that?

Yeah 

And you went from there, to?

I went to Walsall College of Technology at…
Walsall College

College of Technology.
I’ve got 1969 for that, so is that about right?

No. 

No.
It would be a bit later than that; I think it was about ‘71.

Okay.  Okay: and then, in, during that time, you studied for your ONC?
Yes, I studied for me ONC; I had day release for ONC: and, you know, worked there

Yeah

Up until...
And when did you take... retirement for ill health there?
Pardon?

When did you take…? Yeah.
Oh that was... I think that was about 1980. 
Mm hm. 

Umm.  But of course, it was 1982, 

Umm.
Because you see the thing is that they gave me two years extended sick leave, which... I was grateful for because, it was brought up at a council meeting, about it and they didn’t want… Well, basically, the Principal of the college didn’t want to lose me because I was... recognized as a very good employee, if you understand me, because, I did work hard there and I gave my job… I got a lot of satisfaction out of my job and, and they didn’t want to rush into sort of saying, ‘You’re off,’ you know, they wanted to give me the opportunity, of getting better, but unfortunately, I found it very difficult to get back in, to doing it… but it was with reluctance, but …  

So you, yeah, eventually you took retirement through ill-health.
Yeah.

And you bought your house in about 1984, I’ve got here.

That’s right, May the thirtieth, 1984. I remember it, [Anne laughs] exactly to the date. With the end of this month it’s 21 years!  The end of this month, [laughs] yeah.
You had a period of unemployment.

Yeah, well… I had a period of time, thinking, ‘Well, what am I gonna do?’ if you understand me: I had to look at, and how can I put it? Age wasn’t on me side...You know, everybody wanted young men and, sort of, you know, they didn’t want people with … the experience I’d got. The other thing, the other barrier that I had to get over was actually being  ...disabled.  I … thought about it a great deal, and as I said to yer, I went in the supermarket that one day and it totally sort of, how can I put it, changed my mind. [Anne laughs]  I decided what I did something constructive about my thought, there and then, you know, and as I say, I ... had a coin-operated rides business for nine years so I didn’t do too bad.

There was something I think you said or, that you actually... bought him out, or were more successful than he was?

Oh yeah, there was a guy, he ... was... he hit, trouble that he couldn’t keep up his new, you know, he’d got a load of old rides, and he was not keeping up with the times, so I decided to ... have a go, and I sort of bought ... his sites, and his business, you know, and ... got rid of all the cr…, rubbish, I mean, listen to me, [laughing] got rid of all the rubbish that he had.  I sold them to Hungary; for £150 a throw; and, of course, you know, I bought one or two more rides and things like this, and built it up, you know.  At this time, at that time I’d got a hundred so, I thought, ‘Well, I’m gonna make it more, you know.’ [laughs].
But he was, was he the guy who wouldn’t employ you before then, or…?

That’s right; he wouldn’t even entertain employing me, so the tables turned. You know, you’ve heard the word, ‘the worm turned!’ [laughs].

That wasn’t the bloke who you saw in Warrington? That’s not the same one?

No, no, the bloke that I’d seen in Warrington gave me the opportunity to actually, you know, make something of it.  I mean, it was him, it all led from him that, you know, ’e, he sort of give me the round.  I’d seen the ... money that was going in, and I thought, ‘Well, I could make a good living at this,’ so I decided to buy some, I’d saved some of the money that I’d earned and bought me own, and, of course, consequently, I negotiated with various… companies, in putting rides in their places, and things like this, and it worked; y’know. Course, it made me some money [laughs]. 

And then that was about nine years?

Yes, I was in that for nine years up un… from 1990, to 19… It was just the end of, the end of the ‘99.      [pause]

And, during that time you went to Australia?

Oh been to Australia, I’ve been to Canada and all in that time, yeah.  Holidays. Yeah.

Did you find... different attitudes? Or how were you?  Were there any…
Where? [talking together}
different ….  In either Australia or ... Canada towards  

Well, in Canada, they, they,
[talking together] disabled people?

in Canada, they thought I was the Mafioso [laughs].  No; it was a joke that, you know, I, in Canada, there were very nice people.  In Australia, they tended to be a little bit abrasive.  Judith and her family were great; you know, but sort of, when you sort of go out, on your own, they, they tended to be a little bit abrasive, and sort of ‘cocky’, as you might say, you know: sort of, ‘We’re better than the English’, you know.  It was very much sort of, you know, because we’d give ’em a walloping at, you know, rugby and, and things like this and, sort of, you know... it was very sort of, well, I dunno: abrasive. 

And what about attitudes towards disability?
Never really experienced it; it never came up into conversation; you know, it never came up into conversation.  I think that, you know, they could see I weren’t gonna stand no nonsense! 

[Anne laughs]       [pause] 

And then in 199? 

Well nineteen-

you sold the business.

I had to s…, well I sold the business: a) because insurance companies ... were not prepared to sort of, insure me, actually collecting money out of them, out of some of the machines.  They wanted a colossal amount of money, and financially, it was, it wasn’t a viable proposition for me to do it; so I say ‘thank you’, to insurance companies for … putting me ...you know, on the sc… well: well, I s’pose if I could be downright bitter: putting me on the scrapheap, but they don’t put me on the scrapheap but, you know: I hate insurance companies.  [pause]

And how did you get into… oh, I think you’ve told me a bit about how you got into this, adapting toys and…?
Well: adapting toys. I decided that I was going to apply for a Millennium Award.  The Scope were running a scheme, Give it a Go Millennium Award Scheme, so, I decided to fill the forms in and send them off; and, I’d had ideas about, adapting toys for a long time, and, I thought, ‘Well, this is going to give me an opportunity to do it.’ So, [laughs] I sort of, how can I put it? Sent off the application form for the, and writ all that out and everything, and sent that off, and, it was a nice Christmas present, because it was in the December they said, ‘Yes, you’ve got the Millennium Award’.  So I started to talk to parents, and parent groups and, you know, sort of used the school for a mentor; a headmaster of a school for a mentor and ... really got stuck into it, if you understand me: listened to what parents were saying, and what… the teachers were saying and things like this; and, so I decided then that I didn’t just want to do it as a hobby, as you might say.  I wanted to do it with a little bit of professional knowledge, so I decided to take a degree in Special Needs and Inclusion, and, of course, I got a BA in Special Needs and Inclusion which, I was proud to, to actually do.  It was one of the things I was proud to do, but, it also gave me the tools to actually... talk to parents, as a professional person, rather than as, as an amateur: if you understand me?  And it make, it has made, a lot of difference, to the way I view things: you know, sort of, as I said, I’m very lucky... to the type of upbringing I’ve had.  And I believe that there is a lot to be learnt from it, by other people, and...

You’ve had quite a number of times when you’ve… been... looked to for information 

Oh yes [talking together]
or for help or

Yes. Yes. 

from
The, there are, you know, sort of, going to parent groups, and things like this, parents have come to me and says, ‘My son or my daughter can’t do this,’ and things like this and, obviously sort of working with Mum and Dad and youngster, it’s amazing, what you can actually do, to change things: and in a lotta cases, it means you having to spend some time; but I find that, if parents are given the guidance that they need, in how to cope with something, it’s amazing the difference it can make to their lives, and to their youngsters’ lives.  I had, for an instance, there was a little girl, I won’t give her name because it would be wrong, but this little girl was seven. Whenever I walked into the school, her face would light up, like nobody’s business. She couldn’t speak and she… the only part of her body that she could really, move was her head, and, of course, I decided that, ‘Well, I’m gonna get you to communicate,’ so, I went home, and I sat down, and I thought, ‘Well, how am I gonna get you to say ‘hallo’ to me?’   So, making it easy, I got what you call a bathroom bag; you know, a toiletry bag, and, in this bag I put an empty milk bottle; you know, the plastic cartons they have that, have at the supermarket; a towel, some soap: but, in the side I put… you know you go into the Bear Factory and you can get these recordable units?  So I went into the Bear Factory, and I got one of these recordable units, and I put it in a plastic bag, and I put it in the side pocket.  Now when this youngster moved her arm like that she pressed it, and it says, ‘I would like to say ‘hallo’.’ And, sort of, you could record, ‘I would like a drink,’ ‘I need the toilet,’ and things like this, and that was the early type.  Once she’d got... once I’d got her doing that, it was amazing how, her mum and dad sort of got enthusiastic. She’s not... you know. She’s no, she knows, she knows, you know, and, of course, it has developed now where, she’s got a communication aid, and she can now, she is now sort of, getting to the point where she can now take part in class, and I mean she’s nine now, but she’s taking part in class, which is a great step forward, and obviously, you know, sort of, how can I put it?  Being there when she was... a youngster, made a lot of difference to her parents, because... ’er parents thought, ‘Well, she’s never gonna do this, and she’s never gonna do that,’ but sort of ... me, living with these things, I think that I, you know, [laughs] I can see things that they, that other people don’t see; and I mean like, you know, it’s just amazing, what you can do: you know.  You can make a big difference to, not only… the youngster’s life, but you can make a difference to the mum and dad’s life.  It’s a very stressful time, for parents, that’ve got a disabled child.  A young lad, for instance, his father really, really resented this youngster because, the youngster couldn’t talk, couldn’t move, you know, made a lotta noise, made a lotta demands: and at the end of the day, his father resented him: and this one day, his father opened up to me and says, ‘You know,’ he says, ‘it would be all right if I could do summat with him,’ he says, ‘but we go a walk along the canal,’ he says, ‘and, ‘e never says anything, ‘e can’t say anything to me and I, and, you know, I don’t feel part of it.’  So, the end of the day, I developed a blow switch and I said to his dad, ‘Well,’ cos his Dad was into flying model aircraft, you know, the, the model aircraft and things like this, and I says to his Dad, I says,  ‘Well, how about if we get a radio-controlled motor launch.  I adapt the control unit so that your son can use it?’ and we did that.  You can’t keep ‘em apart now; because they have found an interest.  His dad, is helping develop him, if you understand me, and it just needs something like that, [sniffs] you know: so, so when, when you say ‘I’ve helped people’, I’ve give it a shot.  But I’ve given it a shot because, for the simple reason is I think it’s the parents, look at me and say, ‘Well, he’s disabled, he knows more than I do.’ Which is probably true [laughs], you know.  I’ll shurrup now Ann.
All I wanted to say, you know, you’ve done quite, you’ve been doing this for about four or five years…
Four years, yes.

Yeah.

Yeah. 

And... so you’ve had a number of change of direction.  What, what kind of ambitions have you got... for the future, Barry?
I’m hope, I would like to develop it into... a life skills centre; if ever I could ever get, win the lottery, or get funding for it, I would like to have a skills centre where, you’ve got a centre where parents can bring their youngster to; to it, and you can develop them into, the skills of actually, sort of, doing things independently in their home like, having automated windows, automated doors: being able to turn the television on and turn the lights on and things like this, if they want to do it, if you understand me.  Being able to select the music that they want to select, without having to fuss Mum and Dad, if you know what I mean, and, and sort of, how can I put it? Developing, not only the youngster but the whole family, so that, you know, they all become involved, you know.  I’d like to do that.  But obviously it takes money, and obviously, hopefully before I die, I will be able to do it. 

Next stage in your life then?   [laughing]

If, if, [laughing] if I don’t do it before I die, at least it’s on record that I’d had [laughs] [Ann inaudible] Oh that’s terrible thing to say, that is! [Ann laughs]

And just perhaps lastly...what would you want people to know about you? About you, and your disability?

What?

So that, so that they would have greater understanding.  Is there anything that particularly stands out, for you?

Yeah, that... I’m, I’ve got a hand that is... slight’, shorter than the  ...the other, and, I tend to be one-handed; I’ve got a limp: me face is crooked [laughs].  Not a lot. No, I mean I’m just a normal, ordinary ugly-looking guy: [laughing] you know, I’m not, nothing particular.  I suffer from Cerebral Palsy: and sometimes I’m a bit slower than I need to be, [laughs] and sometimes I’m quicker than I need to be: it depends. But I enjoy me health. That’s all I’ve got to say. 

That’s great, thank you very much [laughs]. 

[End of recording.]
Copyright Scope 2005


