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 ....schoolmaster, you know, not his name, but what was he like?
He was alright.  He helped me a lot.  He helped me on, he did help me a lot; when he could, you know, in spelling a bit, but he did help me to spell a bit more.  I think he was the one what tried to get me goin’: and all that; and he did a bit of addin’ up with me as well: and that helped.  Like I said, during the War, I lost a lot of schoolin’ during the War, terrible: you know, so ... so I did, I think he helped me a lot, by the time I, I left, you know.  

Could you maybe talk about what a typical day was like for you at you, your school?  
Yeah, a typical day at my school.  Well, the trouble is, I tried, I try not, not to think about it, you know, I tried to do all I could, you know: because I had, because I already had about eleven to sixteen, what’s that, five years, was it?

Mm hm.
Five years at school, and I tried to catch up what I could, so it wasn’t too bad at all: and that.  And also we did a bit of, ‘cause they had a little bit of allotment in the, in the playground, ‘cause they made a, they had a bit of a playground and they built a little bit of garden, where we grows vegetables, and all that: and of course, of course the school was right next to Saunders Park, which is there today: Saunders Park is still there today, isn’t it, as well?

So what kind of things did you do with the vegetable patch in the playground?

Well, I think, I think some of the children took ‘em ‘ome.  I don’t remember takin’ anything ‘ome, but some of the other children did take, take some vegetables ‘ome with them: ‘cause when, when the summer holidays come, we had six weeks off in the summer holiday, I think they used to get, to get most of the stuff up for then, you know, what they could, you know, and give to the children to take ‘ome, and what 
was left up when we got back, I think they give to the children as well, like tomatoes and all that: but most of the vegetables, like potatoes and all that, they gave, they gave, when we broke up: ‘cause I remember doin’ a bit of gardening as well.  And I used to, I used to go, well, like I said, I used to go for walks and all that, when I was at, at, near Preston Park, and I used to go up to the, up to the railway st…  at Preston Park railway station, and I used to hang around there, when a steam train come in, and all that: ‘cause, cause, ‘cause there used to be a steam train, come down from the West country, and sometimes it used to come to Preston Park, and before it went into Brighton station, it used to, it used to meet another engine, it used to wait there, and pull it into Brighton station, and the, this, the other train what came from the West country used to, used to stay at Preston Park for a little while, and, of course, and then, that used to go, go into, into the sheds near Preston, near Brighton station, to get all cleaned up, to, ready to go back, when it’s got to go back.   Yeah.  And that’s where I used to meet the, the steam train and the boiler man: and that, and have a little talk with them, you know.  Got ticked off, I got ticked off for doin’ that, [laughs] when I got home once, because somebody split, somebody split on me, and told Mrs Wood: that I was talking to, at Preston Park station, talking to the steam train, steam train, and she said, ‘You shouldn’t have been there.’  [laughs.]  

Why not?

Anyway, I don’t know, but she ... that’s what it was in those days, wa’n’t?  So... Yeah, very hard, those days were: but, but, but since I’ve become independent, in, I’ve enjoyed my life even more.  I’ve done lots and lots of things, I’ve been on holidays in the last twenty years on my, on my own.  Been down, been down ... well, first of all, I was with, we went with Campins Coaches: ‘course, they’ve all gone now, and then I went with Alpha Coaches on holiday.  I went, I went with day trips with Campins, but with Alpha Coaches, when I come independent, I went on outings, and about three or four years after I’ve been on, been here, at home, that must have been about, what twenty ... no, about fourteen, fif…, fourteen years ago, that’s when I started to go on holiday with Alpha Coaches, and ever, ever since, I’ve been goin’, goin’ on holidays with them, goin’ on excursions with them, when they’re not goin’, for about three, about four or five years.  About four years ago, they packed up, and Worthing, all in with Worthing now, so it’s Worthing Coaches I go with now: go on excursions, holidays.  I’m going on holiday this year with Worthing Coaches: I’m going down to, going down to Falmouth, in Cornwall: the Falmouth Hotel, for Christmas: so that’ll be nice, something to look forward to.  

[rustling noise]  So, how have holidays changed, since you first started going?
Ooh, they have changed quite a bit, yeah.  Like I said, as I have become independent, I’ve been doin’ most of it myself: goin’ on, as I said, first of all, with Alpha Coaches, and now with Worthing Coaches, ‘cause it’s more or less the same family, but one family, one part of the family’s retired, and the, and the, and the other, his other ... and the, what is it, uncles runs the, runs the business now from Worthing: you see, but it’s, ‘cause Worthing’s got an office in Brighton where the Alpha Coaches along the Preston Road, they got an office along there, which is called ‘Worthing Coaches’, office now, where, what was, ‘Alpha Coaches’, so ... so that’s how I managed to keep goin’ on holiday, and that: and excursions and all that, which are quite good.  

So, I mean, as a disabled person, have you found it… easier to go on holiday now, or harder?

Well, I, sometimes, I find it harder to go on holiday, because, because I can’t get, find anybody to, to go with me: that’s the only reason.  But I meet friends on holiday, but I can’t seem to get anybody to, I can’t find, easy to get anybody to go with me; on holiday.  You see, even on a coach excursion, I find it hard: even when my friend was alive, he didn’t, he didn’t like coaches at all, so ... so I said, ‘Would you like to come on the excursions with me?’  He thought about it, but then he changed his mind.  ‘No,’ he said.  He says, ‘I can’t do it now, especially my wife’s gone,’ so there you are.  Course, he’s gone now.  He’s been gone the last two years.

And talking about friendships you made…

Mm.

I mean, sort of, can you talk about, maybe, you know, some of the friends that you made and where you met them: your sort of real friends?

Well, you say the, yes, the real friends I made was my friend what’s died.  I did see, see his wife, but not a lot, when his wife was around, because I don’t think his wife wanted it, but when his wife died, I saw him more and more.  He wanted me to see him more, because he had, he had lots of things wrong with him: not only heart problems, he had all sorts of things wrong with him.  ‘Cause I think that’s, I think losin’ his wife as well, and that’s what made, that’s why he died, because, I thought he would live for another two or three years, but, he only lived another year, after his wife.  His wife, his wife died with cancer, you see.

Sorry, what was, what was his name?

Peter James: sorry, Peter James.

Peter James: and where did you meet Peter?  

I said, I met Peter at Mrs Allen’s, ‘cause he was one of the, one of the people she was lookin’ after, but he was almost independent then; but he had to have somebody to guide him, to guide him at first when he was young, you know what I mean, ‘cause he was disabled, you see: but I came under the ... I come under, he didn’t come under The Guardianship Society, but I did, you see, so... but anyway, who he came under, I don’t know: but she was, she was lookin’ after him, but he was more independent than what I was, in those days.

What was his disability?

Well, learning difficulties, and all that.  He was a chef, in an ‘ospital: he could do all that, but he couldn’t do, do the writing bit, or the reading bit, you know what I mean, he had somebody under him.  He worked at the Sussex, at the County for years, I think, and then he had to give it up because of his illness, and all that, nerves and all that.

So you ... how long did the two of you live together at Mrs Allen’s then?

Ooh, I’d say, I would say, about five years.  He wasn’t there when I first went there.  It was only, only in the last five years.
[Rustling]  And...

And, of course, when she, when she, when Mrs Allen died, ‘cause she died under, under operation theatre, her daughter took me on, she took us on, but then that only lasted for about eleven months, and her daughter died, ‘cause she had a hole in the heart, she died under the operation theatre as well.  

Mm.

It was very sad, and then of course, then, they had to find, find me a new home, but I don’t know what happened to Peter, because whether he had to go and look for himself, or whether he got, got somebody else to do it for him, but he wasn’t under The Guardianship Society at all.

So, how old were you when the second Mrs Allen died, then?

I would say I was in my, in my late thirties.  

And so, what was it like, thinking of, ‘Where am I going to live next?’ or ...

They did, yeah, I did, they did put me into another small place, at, another small place in Peacehaven, with another Mrs Allen.  I was only there nine months or more, it might be more, because, the trouble was, I was livin’ on top of the cliffs, and the Fed... The Guardianship Society, The Federation, wouldn’t allow it, in those days, at all: living right near, on top of the cliffs: but what happened was, she was havin’ a bungalow built, you know, for ‘erself, and she said she would take me, and probably somebody else, as a, as a foster parent, into the bungalow: but it went on for months, and months and months, and the bungalow wasn’t finished, and in the end, they took ... The Old, the people on the Old Shoreham Road, The Guardianship Society, who was in charge in those days, took me away from Mrs Allan, and put me up with Mrs Humphreys.  I was only there for temporary, up near, near the Seven Dials, up there for a little while, for about, for about a month or two, and then I left, I left there and went with Mrs, Mrs Spencer.  She had a very big ... she had lots and lots of boys and that, ‘cause she didn’t only have one big house, she had several.  She had her flats as well, and I used to live in the flats, down the road: and that, and I was, I was with ‘er for about eight or nine years, as well, it might be more, up till about nearly twenty years ago, and then, and then, twenty years ago, somebody came down from Brent, and The Guardianship Society, to The Guardianship Society, and somebody came from Hamilton House, and they had a talk together, and about three or four months later, I had a, there was a letter which was sent to Mrs Spencer, and Mrs Spencer read it out: whether it was supposed to have been for me, straight to me, I don’t know, but she read it out, and she said, ‘They think that you might be able to become independent,’ or something, you know, and, of course, she didn’t agree with that at all: and the, and then they had to send somebody down from Brent, a young fellow down from Brent, to see me, at Hamilton House, he saw me at Hamilton House, and he asked me, he said, ‘Would you like to, to live on your, be independent?’, and I said, ‘Yes’, but, cause then they arranged it for me to go with Mrs, to go with Mrs Knight, in York Road, Hove, to learn all the details what you have to learn, to look after yourself, and I was only there nine months, and I, ‘cause I’d picked up a lot of things at Mrs Spencer’s, you know, ‘cause I used to help, do all the washin’ up at Mrs Spencer’s, in the kitchen, and all that, when I could, you know, to help her, to help 
her, you know, and, and I think that’s why I picked up lots, lots of bits up, you know: and I, and I was only at Mrs Knight’s for nine months or more, it might have been a bit more, and then she said, she said, ‘You’re ready to move in, to your flat somewhere.  Would you like to go?’  I said, ‘Yes’, because this is why I came: and I took this flat on, you know: ‘cause I said I didn’t want to go anywhere, except Whitehawk: I don’t know why, but Whitehawk’s a bit rough area, so I came in, and I’ve been here ever since, about twenty years, since 19...

So you’ve lived in this flat in Coldean, for the last ...

Yes...

... twenty years.

Since I was fifty-one and a half, and I’m seventy now.  

Mm.

Yes, is that nineteen years?  

Yeah, that’s right, yeah.

Mm.  Mm. Mm.  

So, had you thought about it before then, living independently?  

No, no!  It was only because, because the, they thought I could ... the person from Brent and the, someb… I don’t know if it was somebody from The Guardianship ... from the, from the fir.... from the Scope, well, it was called ‘The Spastics Society’ in those days, thought I could, I could look after myself, thought and they thought, well, they’d give it a trial, you know, so I learnt from Mrs Spenc... from Mrs, Mrs Pat 
Knight, I learnt from her and she said, ‘You’re ready for it’, and then they put, then they found me a place, and they said, ‘You can, you, would you like to stay here?  I said ‘Yes’, start here?’  Well I remember comin’ ‘ere; but that was February, but we, but we came, but we could, we brought some stuff in, but we couldn’t move in, because of the water was frozed up, so we had to wait a month later: go back to Mrs Knight’s, Pat, Pat Knight’s , and then, for a month, and then, move me here, in March, and, and I’ve been ‘ere ever since.  So: and that, and I’ve fair enjoyed it, you know, being independent.

So why didn’t Mrs Spencer agree?

I do not know: well, she ‘ad lots of other people, and she thought we weren’t capable of lookin’ after ourselves, and, a lot of us, you know: course now, now they try to get one or two, if they can, well, the authorities do, don’t they, to try and do it, if they can, but not all can’t do it, you see, not all of them can’t do it, but I’m managing alright, as you know.  I’ve been, I’ve been here for so long now, and managing very well, lookin’ after the flat, and everythink.  

Mm.  I mean you were helping her up, her with the washing up, and things like that...
At Mrs Spence, Mrs Spencer’s and all that, yes.

So you could, you were showing that you could do things.  

Yeah.  Yeah.           
So what sort of things did you learn at Mrs Knight’s, before you became independent?

Well, I learnt to, learnt to cook the meals, but, like I said, I had a small Belling cooker at Mrs Knight’s, and she showed me on, how to do it on the big cooker in ‘er kitchen, which I picked up very, very quick, because I knew a bit about it anyway, from Mrs 
Spencer’s: and all that, so: and that: and I did very well on my own, ‘cause, ‘cause within nine months, she said, ‘You’re ready for it’, because I was told by the, by the social worker, it was a, it was a Mrs Robinson, I think: I can’t think of ‘er Christian name, but I’ll say ‘Mrs Robinson’, ‘cause her second name was ‘Robinson’, and she said, ‘It will take you two years to learn’, but it didn’t.  It took me just nine months, ‘cause I picked up a lot, as I say, I picked up a lot before I went to Mrs Knight’s.  

So, when, when you had the letter from Brent…

Mm.

…and Scope, saying, ‘I think you can be independent.’  How did you feel?

Well, I don’t think it was from Scope: I think it was just from the... 

From Brent.

From Brent, yeah.

So what was your reaction?

Well, first of all, she, Mrs Spencer read it out, and she said, ‘I don’t think you can manage on your own’, but, but, but then, she told, she must have told the people on the Old Shoreham Road I can’t do it, and then they got in touch with Brent, and then, this, then this young feller came down and had a word with me, at Hamilton House, and we went into the garden.  He says, ‘I think you could look after yourself.’  I said, ‘Yes.  Well,’ I said, ‘I’ll have a go at it anyway,’ you know: ‘cause they left it like that, and they left it with the people on the Old Shoreham Road, the Federation on the Old Shoreham Road, and, and that’s where it went on from there, and they found me a place, you know,  at Mrs Knight’s, you know: ‘cause the trouble was, they, they had to tell, they had to tell Mrs Spencer that, that I was only goin’, goin’ for a little while, 
to see, to see what I can do: to see what I can do, you know: and, of course, in the end, I did alright, and, of course,  I never went back to Mrs Spencer’s: ‘cause, they said, if you didn’t, didn’t manage on ... Mrs Knight, you’ll have to go back to Mrs Spencer’s.  

So, how did you feel, when you saw this flat for the first time?

Well, when it we came, it was awful, and we looked at it, and then we did a bit of cleaning up, and then I, then I was goin’ to move in the next week,  the week after that I was gonner move in, because, then they said, ‘Ooh,’ they said,’ can’t get no water!’  Couldn’t get no water or anything, because it was very cold, and everything was frozed up, so we ‘ad to wait till it thawed out, you know, for for a mon..., for three weeks.

So it was 1984, was it, you moved in here?
Yeah, it must have been: yeah, if it’s nearly twenty years, yeah.  I was fifty-one and a half.

And, what was the best thing for you, about moving here?

Well, it gave me more independence, didn’t it?  And more freedom, and that.

Freedom to do what?

What I wanna do.  Well, goin’ out, and all that sort of thing, you know.  Gettin’ up when I wa… well, I have to get up when I go to the Centre, and all that, and then, if I’m goin’ out, I have to get up, but, if I don’t have, gettin’ up in a rush, then I don’t have to get up till I’m when ready for it: but I still get up, more or less, not too late, like this mornin’, I got up, I didn’t have to go to the Centre, and I got round about, about a quarter to seven: and all that: well, to get a wash, and do my ‘air, and all that.    

[Rustling]  And what other things have you been able to do here, that you weren’t able to do before?
Well, well, look after the flat, and get things what I want, and all that.  I’ve got more or less everythin’ I want now: and all that.  And I can put the telly on, and, put the telly on when I want to, but I never, I never go to bed too late at night anyway; I’m in bed by ten o’clock.  It’s only now and again, I might stay out, stay up a bit later, like I did last night, because I, because I was watchin’ that programme ... what d’you call it? The.... The Family Tree.
Who do you think you are?
Yeah, Who do you think you are?, yeah.

Yeah.

Yes, which was quite good, yeah.

What do you like about that programme?

Well, some of them, some of them, do find out, find out where they came from, and their, and their relations, don’t they?  And some relations, these days, don’t want to have anything to do with them, do they?  It’s strange.  ‘Cause I always want to find out what, where my relations are.  I’m still tryin’ to get hold of Mick.  He said he was goin’ to get into the Salvation Army, to see if they can find anybody, he said, because I’ve got a birth certificate now, but, but he’s so busy, and he, I’ll have to ask him again, when I see him again next week, or some time: you know, if he’s gettin’ in touch with the Salvation Army, see if they can get hold, find out about my relations, ‘cause I’ve got a birth certificate, or [??] I don’t know.  I would like to find out if there is any relations of mine around.  I would, that’s why I keep, you know, hopin’ that one day they, that somebody will turn up, but whether they will or not, I 

don’t know.  Otherwise, otherwise, in the early days, my life was quite hard: it was really hard: and some days, you know, I felt, you know, a strange world, and you’ve got nobody, and yet, all, a lot, millions and millions of other people have got families, ain’t they, and all that, you think of that, sometimes, you know, and you wish you ‘ad a family and, or somebody, somewhere: but life has to go on, go on, doesn’t it, and all that, doesn’t it?  
Did you ever try and find your mother?

Well, which I said, I don’t think they could find my mother, but they tried to find somebody related to my mother: The Salvation Army, you know: because it wasn’t until about ten years ago, or twelve years ago, when Mick tried The Salvation Army, you see: and I s’pose, I s’pose I could have gone to The Brighton Salvation Army, and asked them, years ago, if I’d known, known that, if they could have done that, but I didn’t know, know about that, but, but Mick, when he took me on, he said, ‘I’ll get, get The Salvation Army to look into it’, but they couldn’t find anybody, but, but since they’ve had my birth certificate, you know, they might be able to do it, but I don’t know: ‘cause now I’ve got a birth certificate, and all that’s come up with a name, so, I don’t know: ‘cause where I was born in London, it’s nothin’ like it now, ‘cause it’s all big buildin’s round there now: round Baker Street, isn’t it?  That’s, that’s what I’ve been told: it’s near the Baker Street area.

And have you ever been there?

Yeah, I’ve only ever been there about once, to the, is it the Wax Museum, down Baker Street?

Tussaud’s: Madame Tussaud’s.

Tussaud’s: yeah, I’ve been there once: to Madam Tussaud.  Mm.  

When you, when you were growing up, were you aware of the lack of having a mother?

Well, I did, did, in some ways, I did, you know, because, because, you... it don’t, it don’t matter, it don’t matter if you ask anybody, anybody in the foster parent, they say, ‘No, you haven’t got anybody’ and all that, you know: ‘cause I believe I asked one foster parent, I don’t know if it was, if it was Mrs Wood or Mrs White, you know, and they said, ‘No, you haven’t got anybody’, so there you are.  
And that’s all they said?

Mm.

How did that make you feel?

Well, it made me feel sad, and I could have cried, you know.  Yeah: but I knew I had, I knew that, probably knew that, there must have been somebody, but, because, because they couldn’t find out, and if they could find out, you see, because, there’s been a War on and all that, and who knows?  She probably got killed in the War, you know.  Nobody knows, do they?  You see.  ‘Cause that’s where they lived, you see, my parents, they lived up in London, even when the War started, I understand, they did live up there, but when the War was on and of course, everythin’ went: and also, I didn’t tell you this: when I was nine, nine years of age, I went back to Stanmore, in London, to ‘ospital, to have two operations on my leg: because I used to, I used to walk on my toes, right up to nine years of age.  Sorry about this.  I used to walk on my toes, you see; ‘cause I went, ‘cause I used to go to the clinic down in Sussex Street: there used to be there which you, down in Sussex Street, and I saw a Doctor Chumley, and, and they went ... it was 1944, and they arranged for me to go into ‘ospital in 1944, and, of course, there was no National Health or anything.  I think the Council or somebody paid for it: somebody must have paid for it: I think it was the Council, or 
the ... that come out of the funds or somethin’, and that’s what they paid for the ‘ospital treatment in those days.

What was it like, going into hospital in 1944?

Well, I went, when I went to Stanmore, it was just opening up again, because, in the first part of the War, they closed it down because of the bombs, and bombings and all that, so they closed it down, but, but, later, before the War finished, they opened it up again, and, of course, the trouble is, what they used, when they moved, moved, moved the ordinary people out, they used it at one stage for the Army, because, when I went up there, there was a children’s ward, and there was only about  four of us in, four of us on the first, the first week, sorry, there was only four of us, but, but, and there was a, and there was a girl’s ward next door, and I don’t know how many in that ward.  But the trouble was, in the fields, they built these huts: I don’t know if they just built those before the War finished, or whether they built them, built them when they, when they closed the hospital down, but they did open it up again, and it would be the Army and the Air Force there, for the, for the wounded soldiers, ‘cause they had wounded soldiers up there: because when I had my operations and all that, and when I went into the pool, ‘cause I was very frightened, goin’ into water, there was a, there was a physio person there, and then there was a nurse, but there was one army bloke, he tried, I don’t know if he was tryin’ to frighten the [lauaghs] physio or the nurse, he used to, he used to, when he was goin’ into the pool, he used to get right down the bottom of the pool, and try and stay there for quite a few minutes, about, it could have been about fifteen minutes or somethin’, and the physio says, ‘Come up, come up!  Come on, you mustn’t stay down there too long,’ and all that, you know: and that frightened me, as ... [laughs] her getting scared of things frightened me as well.  Seeing ‘im at, a man on the bottom of the pool.  Hm.  

So why, why were you in the pool?

Well, for treatment, wasn’t I?  For the treatment, sorry, for the treatment.  You had to try and get my strength back in the leg, I think.
Oh, I se: so it was building up the muscles?

Muscles: yeah.

Right.  

But I was very frightened, especially when I saw this, this bloke layin’ on the bottom of the pool: yeah.

So, what else can you remember?  Can you remember anything about the, the operation?

Well, not a lot, because the trouble was, we were in a ward, same as I was, when I was a baby: it was like a big ward, and they had these long doors, and there was a long, it was a long ward: and the trouble was, they didn’t do the operation in, on that, in that building, ‘cause they had to, ‘cause where the ward was, they had another big building in the middle, or upstairs, and, and the kitchens, and all that, you see?  But when they used to take you for the operations, they used to put you on a trolley, and wrap a blanket over the trolley so you won’t get cold: this was in the winter, and take you to the central building, in the middle of the hospital.  I remember that, [tape ran out]

Side B

... had people, parents to come, come to see ‘em, every Saturday, every week end, because they only allowed what, Wednesday afternoons, I think, which, they didn’t get many in those days, not [rustling] Wednesday afternoons, during the War, but mostly week ends, and, of course, me, didn’t get anybody, at all.

And how did that feel?

[Laughs]  Well, if felt, it felt very strange.  It felt very strange, not to have anybody to come and see me, you know: ‘cause then, then, the nurses used to take me into the kitchen, sometimes and give me a, give me a, bread and drippin’, or bread and butter, butter and jam, you know: and somethin’ to drink, you know.  

How long were you in hospital for, then?

Well, I was in hospital for six months or more: six months, right up from November, right round to next March, I think it was: March: nearly six months, ‘cause I had one operation, and that was, and I was, and that wasn’t necessary, so I had a operation on my ankle, and that wasn’t necessary at all.  So they, when they took the stitches out, and they started walking with me, and Dr, the one in charge, Dr Chumley, ‘Ooh,’ he says, ‘that’s not right now.  We’ve probably got to do another one on him, you know.’  In about three weeks, they did another one on me, at the back of the leg, and I think they, I think they broke the back bone of the leg: what do they call it, the ... panapolist [phon.] bones, one just right up the leg [??] and they broke it down in the ankle, and then joined it up again.  

What was the idea?  What was the idea behind the operation?

Well, to get, to get me heel down on the ground, to get me heel down on the ground: where before I was walkin’ on my toes.  Like I said, the first operation, I was still walkin’ on my toes slightly: you see, so ...

So you had to,  presumably, you had to learn how to walk all over again.

Again: yeah.   Yeah.

And what, how was that?

It wasn’t too bad: ‘cause I was young, it wasn’t too bad, and also, I was very anxious to, to do things on my own, as well, though I didn’t have anybody, mother, or had anybody to help me, family or mother to ‘elp me, show me how to do it, I just did it myself, you know: with the help of the physio and the nurses, you know: you know.  I was glad, you know, to try and walk myself, you know, and in the end, I managed, so ... because, after six months they came back to Brighton, and Mrs Woods.  I forgot all about that, what happened then.

So you ... it was seven, you went to Mrs Woods, and then, at nine, you went to Stanmore for six months...
Six months, yes.

... to have this operation ...

To have this operation: yeah.  Two operations.

Mm.  

Because, because these days, it plays up on me, because I’ve, I’m so restless, because, what with the circulation in the, in the leg, it’s not the same, and of course, I have to be careful I don’t get ulcers now.  I’ve got a bandage on my leg now: you know.

And that’s from the operation that you had all that time ago.

Well, it is, and of course, that’s the age, my age now, because of the circulation in your leg: like, when it, when it gets, everybody, when it gets circulation, your blood circulation’s not the same when you’re about, after sixty, is it?  You’ve got to be careful: it’s not the same.  A lot of people get lots, all sorts of things wrong with them, arthritis, but touch wood, I don’t, I don’t get that, but I’ve had, I do get this bad 
circulation in the right leg: even in the left leg sometimes, it plays up, because it’s the balance, you see: the balance of both legs, you see, it plays up, because of the circulation: and that, you know.  It’s mostly the right leg what plays up a lot.

And that was the one that was operated on?

Mm, yeah: and that’s why I’ve got the joint: that’s why I wear a calliper, on the leg: a calliper, on the right, up the right side of the leg.

And how ... when did you start wearing that?

After I, after I left hospital.  I start… they started putting it on, they started doin’ it after I had the second operation, before the six months were up, before I left hospital, before the six months were up, before I left London, I had a pair of boots, to come to Brighton, and the calliper, on my leg, and the calliper used to be on both sides.

Right.

But they, but they found out, when I had a calliper on both sides, when I walked, it used to break the straps a lot.  I don’t if I used to put a lot of pressure on one, on one side, I don’t know, but, then I used to see Dr Chumley every six months, and he says, ‘Ooh,’ he says,  ‘you don’t need the calliper both sides: you...’ I think he said, ‘You’re pulling, you’re pulling on, on one side, you’re pulling on the inside of your leg, you’re pulling it too much’, so we just have it on the one side, and that’s why it’s been there ever since.  Like I said, I had two, two [rustling, as if demonstrating] metal things down both sides, to start off with, but he thought I was pulling, because of my walking, and all that, and I was pulling it too much, and it used to break the straps.

So... [rustling] so how did it feel the first time you had a calliper put on?

Well, it didn’t feel too bad, at all, but it did, it did seem funny for quite a long time, because I was more or less draggin’ my feet, I think I was draggin’ my feet along, when I was walking, and, ‘cause of the weight as well: I think that was why the straps were breaking.  I think that’s why the straps were breaking, and that, so ... but, but when I saw Dr Chumley at the clinic, Sussex Clinic, he says, ‘You don’t need straps on both sides: you only need it on one sides,’ and that’s why he, they done it on there, and ever since then, they’ve only ever had it on the one side up, on the outside: that’s to keep the leg straight, more straight, to walk along.
Mm, and, as you’ve got older, have you found that there any other physical changes that you’ve noticed?

Physical changes.  Well, I notice on this right side, and I’ve been told I’ve been like it all my life, according to the opticians, when I went to the opticians about, about fifteen years ago, he told me, ‘You’ve got a very, very lazy eye,’ and he says, ‘It’s been like that a long time.   There’s nothin’, there’s nothin’ you can do about it: it, you just have to put up with it.’  I can get up, I can see alright out of the left eye, and when I’ve got glasses on, I think that this eye is doin’, doin’ the same, but it’s not: it’s very lazy, and, and if I went to do that, I can’t see ... cover that left eye up, I can’s see a lot out of that eye at all: so... so it is, it has affected my, all down my one side from eyes, from top to bottom, all down one side.
And after you had your operation, when you were nine, did you have any other sorts of treatments, that you had?  

No.

That was it.

That was it, yeah.  I didn’t, even when I came to Brighton, whether it was because they were short of staff, or short of physios, and all that, after the War, I don’t know: I didn’t get much treatment at all after I left the ‘ospital: none at all.  

So no physio or...

No.  No, whether they thought I didn’t need it, I don’t know, but I would have thought I’d need a little bit: and all that, but, when I was in ‘ospital, and also, I did have the physio for a little while when I came out of ‘ospital, I s’pose  because of the leg, but then she put, she put a splint, she put a splint on this right arm, and at, it’s supposed to be at night, not during the day time, for night time only: I used to have to wear this splint in bed: and, of course, and of course, that didn’t last long, because I don’t think the foster parent, Mrs Wood, or Mrs White, wanted to do, to do it much, you know: because it was only supposed to be on at night, not during the day time, you see: ‘cause I couldn’t do it myself, unless somebody done it for me, so that got for... it went for a little while, for a few months, and then, all of a sudden, it stopped, but I don’t know why: but whether because they thought I, I didn’t need it, or what: whether Mrs Woods thought I didn’t need it, I don’t know, but the physio did: the physio did at first, but, as I say, I only had the physio for, I think, about six months, and after six months, after I left the ‘ospital, it was all finished with.  

And do you think it made a difference at all?

Well, I don’t think it, I think it could have made, strengthened the arm a bit, a bit stronger quite quickly, but, this arm got, got a little bit better as the years went on, ‘cause I used it a bit, and all that sort of thing [?]: but the trouble is, if I put anythink in that hand, I can’t ...and hold it, I can’t, I can’t feel it much, and if I open that hand, that hand opens up, so I drop things in that hand, [laughs] so that’s why I have to be careful, and that’s why I learnt, I learnt that myself: if I open the right hand, yeah, the fingers in the right, in the left hand, sorry, in the left hand, I gotta, I gotta put things down, down on the table, or somewhere, in my right hand, and have nothink in my 
right hand, because, if I do things with my left, the right hand will do the same.   I think it’s to do with my disability.
So, did you want to have the splint on at nights, or were you happy that Mrs Wood...
Well, the problem was, I didn’t really know was it, what was it for at the time, you see: nobody told me.

Mm.

‘Cause all the physio told me, she said, ‘You’ve got to wear it at night time.’  That’s all she said.  

But she didn’t tell you why?

No.  
Mm.

Well, she may have done, but, course, being so young, you don’t, you don’t remember every... you don’t remember it, do you, being so young?  She must have told Mrs Wood, or somebody at home, ‘Make sure he gets on every night’, but, even when I went home, I had it on the first couple of nights, then some nights, Mrs Woods didn’t ever put it on.  

Did she say anything about that, or...?

No, she didn’t say anything to me about it at all.  [rustling]
So, she just didn’t put it on?

No: whether she thought, ‘It’s not goin’ to make much difference,’ I don’t know: because it was a splint, and then they had to bandage it round, didn’t they?  They had a bandage round.  [pause]  So ... what else can we say?  I’m just tryin’ to think.

Are there any things that you can remember about the War?

Oh, yeah.  It were, well, the trouble is, not a lot, because, as I say, I didn’t hear much news, and I didn’t hear many bombs drop, but I know they dropped in Brighton, and 

all that, because we, now and again, we heard them come over, and, and one dropped on the clinic in, down in Sussex Street, the clinic in Sussex Street, and some people got killed: that’s what I was told by Mrs Wood.  She said, ‘You can’t go to clinic today, because the clinic is shut, and it’s been bombed: you know, and some people have been killed’, so that, so I didn’t go down there for months and months and months and, and that was that, and there were some bombs dropped in other places as well, but I, but she didn’t tell me where the bombs were dropping, you know: she just said there was a War: and once or twice, specially at night, [rustling] when the, when the sirens went, she didn’t even get me out of bed!

And what did you think then?

Well, I didn’t, well, I didn’t know much about things, did I?  Being young, you know, or I thought, ‘It won’t drop, they won’t drop ‘ere,’ you know.

So you weren’t scared?

Well, a little bit scared, yeah: but not a lot, ‘cause you didn’t know what to do: ‘cause we had to go up ... she didn’t have no air raid shelters.  The only thing she told us to get, during the day time, when the, when the sirens went, was under the table in the sitting room.  She ‘ad a big table in the sitting room, and she told us to get under the table: ‘cause, as I say, at night, when the sirens went sometimes: I don’t know how many times it went at night, but, you just stayed in bed.  SO I don’t know what Mrs 
Knight, Mrs Wood did, I don’t know.  And all day, and also, sometimes the nights seemed, when you used to hear the sirens go in the War, and all that, and things comin’ over, seemed so long, you know, ‘cause you couldn’t get back to sleep, or, sometimes: just stay awake.  

So you didn’t, you were saying you didn’t really hear very much news at all.

Oh, no, no: and what news she had was a couple of days old, because the news she ‘ad on her radio, she ‘ad these battery radios, you know, with the liquid: I don’t know if you’ve ever heard of them, have you?

Not really.

They’re battery ones, and they had liquid in, and you could see them in the glass: they’re like glass ones, and you could see all the liquid in it, and the news was a couple of days old, ‘cause  I saw ‘er I don’t know if it was ‘er ‘usband or what, I saw this fellow, I don’t know if it was ‘er ‘usband: he, he joined, he got these bottles, and he, and he used to, when he wanted the news on, or put the radio on, he used to, he used to plug it into this liquid stuff, and it was like a battery thing: and it used to be liquid.  And the news was a couple of days old: two or three days old.

Why was it a couple of days old?

Well, he used to go and buy it, in a shop.  He used to go round the corner, and get it from the shops.  ‘Cause as I say, it wasn’t electric: it was a battery, the old battery ones, like a liquid: I remember those, you know, like a char [?phon.]  You know, it was like a little char.  [laughs]  I don’t know how it worked, but it did.  Of course, the batteries today, it’s all thick white stuff, isn’t it, when they run, if you leave them too long, i’n’t?

Mm.  So, were you allowed to listen to the radio at any other time?

Well, now and again, but not very often.  
What sorts of things did you listen to?

Well, the news, and what was it, Worker’s Playtime, Worker’s Playtime she, they used to put on, and [pause] ooh,  The Night at the Savoy: I think it used to come from Eastbourne, you know, every Saturday night, we used to have Music Night at the Savoy : you know, from Eastbourne, you know, but, and some music they used to put on, I think, they used to, you know, when the BBC used to put records on, you know.  As I say, all that used to be days old: days old, from these batteries: and I don’t know if they did have electric ones, but, but I did see these battery ones she had, once or twice, you know, and I was told this, the news was, by this man, that the news was a couple of days old, ‘The things what you listen to is two or three days old.’  As I say, he used to go to the shop and buy it: round the corner, in the hardware shop.  

Mm.  [rustling] And what sort of other things did you do, for entertainment?

It’s very, very hard to remember: as I told you, I did a lot of drawin’, scribblin’ and drawin’, and playin’ with little Dinky toys now and again, but, not very much, and the days, sometimes the days seemed very, very long, ‘specially in the winter: seemed ver… seemed very, very long, you know, but the trouble is, I took as, really, I took life as it was, you know, because I didn’t know about, about much of life really, only that there’s people and all that: and  I didn’t even know how I came into the world: nobody told me.   Nobody told me how I, how I came into the world: and that, and that wasn’t until about I was, I was about, I think I was about ten, I think, or nine, and I went up to London, when I went up to ‘ospital in London, when you saw other people comin’ and all that, and, and the nurses talkin’ about babies, and all that, you know: but otherwise, nobody told me how I came into the world, till then.  [pause] And I did go to, when I was with Mrs, Mrs White, I did go to London once or twice, with another disabled person, which her daughter looked after, and he used to go out to work, and work in a brewery, but he was disabled, and he had an accident in the 
brewery once, and he couldn’t do no more then, after that, because he, they were puttin’ the cover, when the, when they filled up the crates, the bottles, and put all the crates on the lorry, they were coverin’ it up once, and all of a sudden, he slipped and all the things fell down off the lorry, and he was in hospital for quite a while.  But before then, he took me, he took me up to London, once or twice, ‘specially on Armistice Day, I don’t know why, but he did take me up to London, ‘cause I s’pose 

Mrs White said, ‘He would like to go to London.’  ‘Cause, when I knew we were goin’ up to London, it was very cold, and it was Armistice Day, and I thought, ‘Why is he goin’ up to London on Armistice Day?’ you know.  And we went up there, and we went up there by coach, or by Southend Coach, and they used to stop at Crawley, then, and then Victoria, and we’d go from Victoria to the memorial, and then, after that, he, he went to Petticoat Lane, and all that sort of places, you know.

Why did you go to Armistice Day, do you know?

I do not know.  

So what did you do?  You went to ... you went to Vic...

We went to, up to Armistice Day, but we went by coach to Vic... from Brighton to Victoria, but they used to stop at Crawley: [rustling] there used to be a place in Crawley, where they used to stop for about twenty minutes, before they went on, and then we got up there about half past ten, and then we went straight to the War Memorial, where they have got service.

And can you remember anything about that?

Yeah.  Oh yeah, meeting lots of people, and all that. That was strange, meetin’ lots of people and all that, and watchin’ the, watchin’ the parade, and all that.  And after that, you know, we went to Petticoat Lane, and sometimes, sometimes we went walkin’ round London, because once, we walked round London, round Buckingham Palace, 
you know.  I, I enjoyed that, when I went up there, because I was just beginnin’ to think what life was, but, before then, I didn’t think what life was so much: and I was, I was, what, I was only, I think I was only ... sixteen then, when I, when I first went to London.  As I say, it was a funny sort of time to go, wa’n’t it, Armistice Day?  ‘Cause I didn’t know whatever happened on Armistice Day: whether he went up to remember somebody, I suppose it might have been.  Mm.  [pause] And of course, one, as I say, when I first went there, Mrs White said, ‘Would you like to go up to London’, and I think his name was ‘John’.  I think his name was John.  She said, ‘Would you like to go up to London with John?’ you know.  I said, ‘Yes.’  

Mm.

Because I didn’t realise that it, that it was the Armistice Day, you know, so...
And you said there was another time you went up to London, as well, was there?

Yeah, there was.  I went up ... I think I went up one, one, one spring day with him, and that was cold,  He went up ... the trouble was, see, I know what he went up for, he went up to see his mum, she was in the hospital up there, and he was near, not far from the Arsenal ground: it was one of these hospitals ... well, I think his mother was losin’ her memory, because, because the trouble was, he went into the, he had to go to this gateman first, and he left me at, he left at, by the gateman.  You see, he said, ‘I won’t be no longer, no more than twenty minutes,’ so he went to, he went to the gateman to get a key, so he could go to his, to this place where his mother was in this ‘ospital, but she, it was like a, it was like a flat or somethin’, but they were locked up, ‘cause they, had when they went in there, they had to lock, open it and all that, you know.  It was very strange: I thought, ‘That was strange!’  I thought, it was more like a prison, rather than a hospital, but it was ‘ospital, where people were losin’ there memories, you know, and ... I think they were losin’ their memories and ... and, you know, he went into see her and he came out, and when he came out, his mother came out to the front door, and he turned round, and he said, ‘This is my mum’, and then he 
told me to go back inside, and all of a sudden, he locked, he locked the door, and gave the key back to the, the man at the gate.  I expect [???]           he goes in there, but I don’t think they wanted the people, these people with these memories to run around, round the, round the grounds, while it was cold.  I expect they did it in the summer, but we never went up in the summer, we didn’t: but it was in the early, early Spring, and it was cold then.

And what did you think about when... you know, waiting outside?

Well, I thought, I didn’t mind really.  I thought, ‘Well, he’s got to go and see his mum, anyway’, but he didn’t tell me that she was ill until afterwards, you know, ‘cause I thought, I don’t know if I said to ‘im, ‘Why is your mother locked in there?’  ‘Well’, she said, ‘that’s because’, she said, ‘she wander around too ... on her own too many times, you know.’  I don’t know if it was because they were short-staffed, then, or what, but, but he said there was always somebody goin’ in and out there, anyway, but he had to go to the main gate, to get this key, and his mother was in the first row.  They looked like, they looked like fee-phab [phon.] houses, you know what I mean?  Very strange.  I think it’s ‘Holloway’, I think it was called: ‘Holloway Hospital’.  They don’t have places like that any more now, at least, not these days: [laughs] like the Victorian times.  
Mm.  Shall we stop there?  What do you think?

Yeah.

Yes.  O.K.

Yeah.

[end of recording.]

