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The 19th January 2005, tape 3. You were just saying to me, Tony, about your pocket money.

Yeah, when I was in the Victoria House and I was quite young, I didn’t, I didn’t know what money was. Because I didn’t, didn’t see any money cos I s’pose they must have handled all the money cos I was only a baby and all that. But when I came to Brighton and I had my first money given to me. And it was one shilling a week we used to get for quite a while; and it lasted right up to about, I think to fifty ...  near enough to the end of the fifties: and then it went up for £3 for a while and then it went up to about £5 a week pocket money, and it carried on in that way for quite a long time. And I think it was in the late eighties, when they started giving you ten pound a week pocket money; and, and so it went on to then, until I become independent then, then I had my own, I have my own money now - my own keeping and everything. And I, and I do all my shopping, and shopping and going on holidays, and coach excursions, and I go to pantomimes and shows sometimes and, and it’s very, very nice to be independent and, and looking after yourself. Well I’ve done from, I’ve done it for now for nearly twenty years so, I’m thoroughly enjoying it …and what else can I say? Well when I, well, when I was in my thirties, I used to go the Eldale [?] centre on the Old  Shoreham Road, which is run by the Federation Society now, but in the old days it used to be called ‘The Guardianship Society’ but now, but they changed their name now, because in the early days it used to come under the government, they used to help to run it during the war and for quite a long time, but now they’re independent like Scope is. And so, what, when I, I think it was, like I said, it was in 1968, January 1968 when I, when they give me a chance to go to this, to Scope – it’s called the, it used to be called ‘The Spastics Society’, but now it’s called ‘Scope’: and that’s why I started ... then I was only supposed to be there for about six months but I’ve been there ever since, coming up to thirty-eight years, in January.  What else can I say now?  

Well, going back to when you first had pocket money, which was...

Yes.

... about the age of seven wasn’t it?

Yes that’s right.

And you got a shilling? Is that, is that right?

That’s what, that’s what, in, in my, yeah, in my first foster home, yes.

Who gave you the shilling and what did you spend it on?

Well the foster, foster parent did. Well the only thing I did spend it on was sweets mostly but and cos, cos some of the, some of the, during the war, I didn’t always get this shilling cos she, cos I didn’t go out so, so, much during the war, but she used to get sweets and all that, you know, as well, so... ‘cos like I say I didn’t, during the war I didn’t go out a lot, and I should have gone to, like I said, I should have gone to school - down to Preston, Preston Manor School  which was only a small school with two teachers, which is, which is, which was cottages, along the Preston Road, off of Crown and Anchor and it was South Road, and the cottages are still there but now they’ve been made into, been made into houses…people live in them now. But it looked, but it looked, it still looked like the school because the door’s in the same place, and everything, the windows is the same. But there’s very few of us there. And well, and, and when I used to go, go to that school we used to, we used to do a bit of writing and all that and sometimes – I dunno oh’f  [phonetic], I dunno if I did reading but some of the others did: but, because I didn’t go all that time, I don’t, don’t think the teacher bothered with me, with me too much because, because I didn’t do a lot of reading you see, and then there was nobody to help me in those days at all… So, so - when the war finished, I, they moved me from there and I went to a special school down Hollingdean Road off, off the Lewes Road, near Bear Road. That was a special school, and I was there from, from eleven until I got sixteen: and, and I did 
learn a bit, a bit of reading and spelling…adding up and spelling and that, and I caught up a little bit but it was, I think it was, a lot of it was too late and everything as well, to keep up a bit, a little bit more:  and after I left, left the school at sixteen, I went to the, along the Old Shoreham Road like I told you, the, which was the Guardianship Society, The Foundation. And that’s where I went for about three or four years, but we only used to go, we only used to go in the mornings, each morning: From, from I think, from 9.0’clock to 12.0. But, but the men, the men and the boys only used to go in, we used to have to go in the mornings, and we, and we had, and when we finished at 12.0, we had to leave the, that area where the Seven Dials is, all in that area, and the Seven Dials, by 1.0’clock, because they didn’t believe, they didn’t want us to mix with the girls in those days at all. And so we did that, and like I said, when I become in my thirties, like thirty ... ’68, ’68, that’s where I changed to go along to the Spastics Society which is called ‘Scope’ now: and that’s where I’ve been there ever since, all these years, I think it’s thirty-eight years, and something like that: and, and I’ve done all sorts of things there: stuffing toys, embroidery work ... making calendars out of cigarette packets: like the old, you know like the old grey ones?  We used to use, used the outside of it and do, and they used to be cut, on a mach... on a cutting machine like the shape of V. And, and we used to do loads of them, and I think it’s about ten, and you used to slot ‘em in, all in, all in together, and you used to put an elastic band on them, to keep them together, and we used to stick a picture on in the, in the year of the calendar, a little calendar on the bottom of the year and a little ribbon at the back, so you could hang it up. We sold hundreds and hundreds of those each year -to raise money for the local Spastics Society, the Brighton and Hove Spastics Society in those days. Because they were independent to the main headquarters, and we used to, we used to raise lots of money. We used to have, we used to have jumble sales, and coffee mornings at Hamilton  House, perhaps twice a year, and a big one at the Corn Exchange which carried on for quite a number of years, quite a number of years, and we, they used to raise lots and lots of money cos they used to have lots and lots of stalls for all sorts of things: jumble sales, selling, selling our things what we used to make up at Hamilton House, raffle tickets, coffee, tea and coffee, and cakes and all that sort of thing. And our people had stalls as well 
which used to make things and sell, and I think from, right from the beginning that first one it was from ten ... it was from number… nearly two thousand pounds and then last one they had there, because it got so dear, I think within ten years or twelve years, they were, on the last one they had at the Corn Exchange they raised £14, near enough £14,000: and cos it got so dear to hire the hall cos, cos nearly £2,000 I think one and a half thousand pounds they had to pay for the Corn Exchange in the end, so they moved to the Hove Town Hall which we had about three or four, might be five; five; three, four or five, ones at the Hove Town Hall: and course even that was getting too much because, a lot of our members couldn’t manage, or they’d gone, and so they had, so we had to hire another church hall along the New Church Road, I think it’s called ‘St Andrews’ I think, and so we hired our hall for a little while, but in the end, I think I think it was 19... I’m not quite sure, I think it was 19, 1998 or 96 when, when they had a meeting and, and Scope in London took over. It was round about the time when, when they were changing the name: round about that time, and, so, so that’s what happened and cos now it’s, we don’t have anything like that now it’s all done by headquarters. But we still, we still make things up Hamilton House, and that, and sometimes they sell things but very, very little now. We do pottery, I do pottery, I made all sorts in pottery; a fruit bowl I made, and I made a church, ‘course I’ve got it in my bedroom and I made a cottage over there, a cottage, and, and  I’ve, and I’ve done sculptures, two or three sculptures, and I’ve done lots of other little things like candlesticks, and, with like deers, I made Father Christmases and all that, I got in my cupboard: and I’ve done loads and loads of things in pottery, and another thing I love is, is art: I do loads and loads of art sometimes. I’ve been, in the last year, that was, that was 19, 19, 2003, I think, to 2004, I went to Lewes College to learn art and I picked up a little bit there: but we still do art at the centre as well.  I love doing art: and we do a little bit of drama, which, which also I used to go to Lewes. That’s where I had the same, the same time, 1963 to 1964, went, went to Lewes College for, for drama, but we do a little bit up the centre now as well.  And now we are trying to learn a bit about history, about Brighton history which we’re going through at the moment, every Tuesday morning, with a person called Penny, and it’s very interesting: and, and also I do up the centre is cooking on Thursday mornings: same 
as I do cooking at home, you know, I mostly cook my own food here; and all that, and I do all the veg. and all that and, and I generally buy a pie or something, or do a little bit of roast, because you can buy the meat already cooked now, and then do that. And I thoroughly enjoy my being independence: and, I got ... can you stop it for me? I’m trying to think what else to say see.

Ok, well, you know, take your time, you don’t have to...
Oh, right…both talking together]

- Worry 

Oh  um, independence and um…just trying to think,  cos I, have I, I don’t think I mentioned I used to do a bit of the garden outside on my own at, at Hamilton House, doing the garden; but, but I did that for, I did that for about eight, eight years, I think it must’ve been about eight years, all on my own, and cos in the end, I think it was about, about 19, 1995, I think I was told I mustn’t be out there on my own. So, so I wasn’t, I did a bit of gardening afterwards with some, somebody out there but, but I don’t do a lot now because of the, because of my leg and also they have somebody coming to do the gardening now so, so I don’t mind. 

Why, why, why were you not allowed to do it on your own?

Well, because, because of being disabled and just in case I had, I had an accident. That’s, that’s what it was for. They found out I shouldn’t be in the garden on my own, doing it, so...
[???inaudible]

Not with somebody there.

‘Cause when you were leaving school, one of the things your, you wanted to do was to work in a park or a garden, wasn’t it?

Yeah, yeah that’s right. 

Yeah

Couldn’t, couldn’t do it those days. Even look after, look after animals on a farm no, you were not able to do anything, so ... that’s what they said that’s why I was talking, because, I did, I did say, mention earlier on in one, I think I did, in one of my earlies… recordings that, that, that in, after the war we had to go down to the Junior Court, in front of the magistrates before they did the junior court cases, because the person what was looking after me, they had to get a license, they had to get a license to look after us and ‘cause we were, I was there to ask them questions was it alright, and was the home alright, and I said ‘yes’ and all that sort of thing, and all that and ... This, this, I said ‘There’s one thing I would like to do is to go out to work,’ and then they  said ‘Oh’, because then, then …the person what was looking after me said, ‘He can’t do it, he’s not able to do it,’ so, and that was that. So that really upset me a little bit but then I couldn’t do nothing about it, so life was [inaudible] on, and on, and on, and like that was going on, and course, one day I got really upset about it because, I left, I walked out the house, like I said in my early recording, and I went down onto the Level and sat on the Level for about an hour, and course then I cried a little bit, and then I went back home and I got ticked off for going, going out the house without telling her, without telling Mrs White: and, and, and so that was that, but in the end I had to play it by the rules, and all that. But life did come a bit hard at times. And it was hard. But otherwise life wasn’t too bad really but, it’s only because I don’t know my f-, my relations, my parents… that’s all I know is my Mother’s name now, but that’s all I know. Grace Evelyn Wilson and where I was born, in London in Marylebone in London in my Nan, in my Nan’s house and all that, but that’s a, that’s all I know, and that’s all I know my Mum was an assistant pharmist [phonetic] person, a drug’s… behind the counter in, in the pharmist, in the chemist, assistant to the to the 
to the head to the one up above her, what looked after the drugs and all that. It tells me on my certificate, birth certificate which I’ve got now, but that’s all I know… So, so about four years ago, I did, when we got our, my birth, my birth certificate because I didn’t have a birth certificate: I dunno what happened to the first one, but they had to get a new one and they had a job getting it, but in the end they did get me one, and it, and it turned out to be what I said my, where I was born and that, and my Mum’s name, Grace Evelyn Wilson  and, and where I, and where I was born in London at my Nan’s place, and, and I, cos I we had to get this birth certificate so I could go on holiday, and I went to Holland: and when I went to Holland I thoroughly enjoyed the five-day holiday and that, round the, round the gardens of the tulips and all that, and some daffodils they had, all sorts of flowers: and it was very, very nice. And, so we, so I do thank Mick Goldsmith for taking me on that, on this holiday, because it was, it was worth, worth that, worth the effort of going, and so I came, came back home, and I’ve been on other holidays since, mostly on my own, but last year, 2004, I went to the, with the Federation on the Old Shoreham Road, we went to Blackpool and, and the Isle of Wight with, with the Federation on the Old Shoreham Road, with Mick Goldsmith, my keyworker and some more staff, and we thoroughly enjoyed both holidays: one was in September, the Blackpool one, and the Isle of Wight one was in October, and I thoroughly enjoyed it. And I went, and I went, this Christmas gone, 2004 I went on holiday with Worthing Coaches, down to Falmouth in, in the Falmouth Hotel with Worthing Coaches and I thoroughly enjoyed that one. We went to, we went to St Ives, was it?  Penzance, and we went to Truro and we had a lovely time at the hotel. I thoroughly enjoyed it and I might be doing another one this year. I am doing one in Oct... in June, going down to North Devon down to Tinterton: Tiverton, for six days, in June: and, and  I do go on, I do go on coach, coach excursions for the day with Worthing Coaches. Like I said, I do all sorts of things.  I try to keep myself active. Though I am getting on, I do try to keep myself really active, and I thoroughly enjoy it … what else can I say? …

Well, talking about you, the Christmas that you’ve just spent, 

Yes? 

Can you maybe tell us a little about that, and then...
Well, we, we, like I said, the ‘otel was nice, they greeted us nicely cos we, they, on Christmas Eve they, all the staff and the management before we went in to dinner they gave us a drink of our choice, what we wanted, and that was very nice. And we had, we had, during the evenings, the four evenings we were there we had Christmas and all that, and, and people danced and all that if they wanted to: and we had plenty to eat cos it was one of these hotels where you, where you have to carvery and help yourself and it, we thoroughly enjoyed it. And it, and it was a very nice room I had, and all that, and I walked along the sea, I walked along the Falmouth seafront, Christmas, Christmas Day and I thought we were gonna get some snow, because we had little tiny flakes come down, but it didn’t last long: and all that.  And there was over 200 people at the hotel, so, so that was a very good old Christmas I’ve had for quite a while. 

And how does it compare with sort of, the sort of first Christmases you can remember as a child?

Oh yeah, well, well, the first Christmases there wasn’t much going because the war was on, and I was in a home. Like I said I only had one little present or two little presents: p’raps a little, a little book for writing or scribbling, and a little tiny toy. That’s all I saw throughout the year, I didn’t have nothink else, till the next Christmas: and, but the first two years when I was in this home I, I didn’t go anywhere at Christ... after Christmas but, but, but after, after two years, I think, I don’t think, I can’t think, I can’t remember the name of the church down the road but I went to their, to their Sunday School parties and that was quite inter... quite nice and we had a little bit of nice games and all that, and something for a couple of hours but it did seem strange, going round there at night, well almost at night, early evening ‘cause it was getting dark and coming home in the dark. But, that’s all I can remember, but, like I said, 

because I didn’t have no family or anything, presents were very, very far between, ‘cause, what with the war on things were very hard.   

Can you remember any of your presents that you did have?

Well I did yeah, I remember Ronald’s [???] scrap books where you, where you print between the, between the pictures or draw or something, or, or sometimes a little toy you played with, but, even that got boring in the end, [laughing] it got boring in the end. But like I said there wasn’t much to, to, to get. I don’t think many children did get many presents in those days, only the big families…

Do you remember any toys that you did have during your childhood?  

Yeah, well there wasn’t many, there was a little car, I think I had a horse once… That’s all but they wasn’t very big, very, very small: like, I think they were made in lead. Cos there wasn’t many motor, there was motor ones but very few motor things around in those days.  I think they used to be worked by a clock, clockwise thing inside.  

But you didn’t have a clockwork one?
No, no [both talking together].

Yeah.

No.

And what was, what was Christmas Day like, in the home?

Well it was very, very quiet because, because she, she never liked to have people come round, round, round her. She had her son came because he was in the army, but 

he came home once or twice. If, if he didn’t come home Christmas, it was after Christmas, because he, I don’t know if he was fighting or where he was but, but he did, he did come home now and again: and all that. And the lady what looked after me was Mrs Wood, my first one. My first lady, when I first came to Brighton was Mrs Wood and it was No. 7, Urquahart [???] Road… 

And did she used to decorate the house?

I can’t, actually I can’t she may have done a little bit but she didn’t do a lot. I know she didn’t do a lot, because, because there, because I can’t remember much being up, you know. ‘Cause things were hard to get, in those, even in those days things were hard to get… I think she used to make her own mince pies and that: and that. And there was a bit of fruit around, a bit of ... not much fruit, but we used to get a bit of fruit, and that, but, but ...and that, but time used to, time used to, felt so long. It used to feel hours because I only hardly listened to the radio, or not, and that’s all she had: and sometimes we didn’t, didn’t, didn’t even have that on, because, because, I think it was a couple of days old, because I remember her having a radio, but she had to get this special liquid power thing, to get to get all the news, which was a couple of days, old, and it’s been in like a little bottle and they used to plug it in and it used, you used to get the news from that. It used to be a couple of days old.  I know some people had, had, got, got, got the main news from power, but it was mostly people what could afford it, you know: but that’s all there was, there wasn’t much programmes or anything.  ‘Cause I think there was the, there was the Forces and the Light Programme. There was nothing like what you’ve got, get today: all these different channels and all them, tnothing like that. I think, I think there was only three stations. I think the third one was, was to do with, classical music and Beethoven and all that: and, and, and storytelling, story telling. Then, then, then after the war, I think Channel Four came. Channel Four.

Radio 4 you mean? yeah
Like I mean Radio 4, sorry. Radio 4. Sorry, Radio 4 came: and, and they had that on sometimes, you know. But there was very, very little around. It wasn’t until, it wasn’t till the Queen’s Coronation that I heard about the television. I think it was that year when, when most people tried to get televisions [laughs] to watch the King’s, the Queen’s Coronation Year, 1953. But it was around before then, but there was very few people had televisions, but when the queen got married, more people had it that year, and, but still a lot of people went, went round to people’s homes to see it, and also I remember, before I left Mrs Wood’s they had a street party in Herbert Road, and I remember going to that one summer.  Yeah the Queen’s well the Queen’s Coronat..., the Queen’s wedding but wedding whatsername and that: I think, I dunno, whether it was June or July, but it wasn’t the same day as the Coronation, the Queen’s, no, not Coronation, the queen’s wedding, wedding, wedding: and that’s why I went to this, this street party outside; and that was quite good, but it did seem strange to me, meeting all these different people, and seeing these different people, because me, me being on my own most of the time, didn’t know anybody, and all that. And of course that’s when, that’s when …I  [tape ran out.]
Side B

‘park… yeah an’ walk around and see the children [inaudible] and see the cricket, but also I used to go and see the trains at Preston Park, the steam trains. And that was very good, interesting, that was, I think that was in 1946 when she let me do that,  because, just after the war I didn’t, didn’t, wasn’t allowed to go out even then, because I spose because of my age, but until I got a bit older, and  then she, then she, then she let me do that. Then I asked her one day, ‘Can I go down into the seafront?’ She said ‘Yes,’ but I should be home at a certain time. And course I did that quite a few times, but there was one, one time, I went out, and of course, of course I didn’t take no, no mac or anything and I got down to the seafront and I stayed down at the seafront, and it started to rain and I thought, ‘Well I’ll wait till the rain clears over’, and of course it didn’t. ‘Cause in the end I thought, I thought to myself, ‘I better get home because I, I, I’m almost nearly a couple of hours behind time now.’   And of course, course she 
said, ‘You should, you should have come home much earlier.’  ‘Well’ I said, ‘I didn’t know it was going to rain’, cos the trouble is, I didn’t, I didn’t have any, she didn’t give me any money to get on the bus or anything [laughing] so I had, I had to walk home. So I got ticked off about that, so… and, and I  been to pictures once or twice on my own, down to the Duke of York’s.  We used to go into the Duke of York’s, for, for about ... the Duke of York’s, only the film used to be on for two to three hours, and they were quite good some of the westerns, and some of the ... murder ones a bit; I wasn’t allowed to see murder ones but, but, but  there was stories about murder but you didn’t see them and, because the ‘A’ ones you wasn’t allowed to get in, but ...but there was, they did, did some story ones about murders but you didn’t see ‘em and... but you saw the westerns and, and  all that, and I saw Gone With The Wind with Clark Gable and all that, and that was very interesting, but it was only 9p to get into the Duke of York’s round the side, but that’s if you went in the afternoon. And, and, cos then I moved hou’, then I, then Mrs Wood was taken bad so I moved there, there, when I was about,  I think I must have been about fourteen, fourteen, getting on for fourteen, and moved from there to St Martin’s Place in Lewes Road:  Mrs White. When I moved in, when I moved in with Mrs White, we, we, we went to… when I moved in with Mrs White, I still went out and I did, went out to places and went out for the day but I had to let her know where I’m going, and all that and I went to the pictures once or twice. I went to the Gaiety and all that, and all that but I still didn’t see no television ‘cause she, because she only had, I don’t think she had television, no she didn’t, she didn’t have no television at the time still… so, so, so we went, made our own amusement, go going down to the seafront and all that; and  that, and I did one or two daytrips and all that, and this, and while I was with Mrs White, that’s where I met, met the, the Spastics Society people when we had to go down for the last time, I think it was 1951 or 52 to the, to the council, to the Junior Court place, to see some of these people to ... about, about how the home was and how you’re getting on and all that, and all that sort of thing, and that, and that’s, and that’s where I was told I couldn’t do nothing because, because I was too badly handicapped and all that… and she did say somethink, ‘That that you’re very badly handicapped and all that, and you won’t be able to do anythink’ and that’s what it did, it upset me. So so 
when we did that. coming back home, within the week or two, week or so, we had a letter from somebody and it was somebody what was on the Council, saying ‘Would you like to come to, on a day’s outing with the Spastics Society, Brighton, and Hove Spastics Society, for a day, and I said, and I told Mrs White ‘Yes’ and so she got in touch with them again and that’s why I went my first outing: and I think we went to went to Windsor, on a coach, to Windsor, and that was quite nice, that was really good, and that was a big experience because I’d never been outside Brighton, for a very long, long time.  That was my first outing and I thoroughly enjoyed it and that’s where I went every year after that, for quite a number of years…and, trying to think now…it’s [inaudible]

When you were on the Coronation street party, can you describe a bit what that was like? 

Well the trouble was, I knew what it was, but the trouble is, because I’d, I was so young, and I hadn’t met, met anybody else because I used to be kept indoors, even after the war for a while, like I told you, I think it was 1946 or something, before, or 1947 before, before she let me out, to go, to go on my own, and all that. 

So you were 12 then in 1946? Is that right?
Yes something like that, yeah roundabout that age, yeah, and … that’s why I started to meet, talking to one or two young people and all that you know, but before that I didn’t never, never talk to anybody young before. It was very, very hard, you know, it was... whether she, whether she thought I couldn’t, wasn’t able to do it or what, I don’t know, or whether I was too young.  I s’pose maybe because I was too young, young and all that, but she never used to get people to come in, in to play with me at all…it was very very strange [both talking]

And did you did you have any friends from school?

Very few. Because the war was on and like I, like I said, oh, at the junior school very few, because I lost a lot of schooling during the war, and I did tell you this before: I lost a lot of schooling, and ‘cause there was somebody who should have took me to school, which was a lot older than me: she must have been about twelve to fourteen, and she should’ve took me but when she, when she didn’t, I think she played truant sometimes and quite a few times, she never went to school - I dunno whether it was because she wasn’t well, or whether she, her Mum wouldn’t, didn’t let her go to school. But, the trouble is, there wasn’t, during the war I don’t think they had anybody to keep an eye on people going to school during the war like they did after the war, you know, somebody from the Council, somebody from the school, you know, and I think they, it was up to the parents, I think; whether they go, whether they go to school or not, so that’s why I lost a lot of schooling. But, but when I went to a special school and that’s where I met a lot of people and played with people at the special school, mostly boys at the school and that. 

So what age was that you went there, was about...?
I think from, oh no, that was from eleven, so, so  yes it was, it was, that was from, that was from almost twelve, eleven and a half: so that would have been around about 194... , yes it was 194.. just before 1946, after 1946 when I went to the special school, but after I went to the special school, and that, that’s where I met a lot of boys but as I said, when we had the party, I didn’t know anybody, street party, I didn’t know anybody: it was the, it was the first time, it was the first time I come in contact with people. 

Yeah.
[inaudible]

Did you did you actually see the Coronation on television?

No, no.
No, when was the first time you saw television then?

I would say, I would say it probably was at Mrs White’s, cos she didn’t have it at first, but she had it before she, before I left and before she died, she had television. But she didn’t allow us to watch it a lot, because she only had one…you see, and it, sometimes it didn’t start till about, about four, four in the afternoon or five, when they had the children’s programme: but in the evening we had to go up to bed and all that so we didn’t see a great lot, no.

What do you remember of television?
Eh? 

What do you remember of television that you did see?

Well, we saw, we saw the recording of the Wedding, and all that. You know, I think they went back once or twice over that, over the year. Then I moved from Mrs Allan because, because Mrs White was died, and I went to her funeral, and all that. Then, ‘cause then her daughter looked after us for a while, until they find, find me a new home. Then I went from, from St Martin’s Place, to Moulsecombe, Southwell [?] Avenue, Moulsecombe, to Mrs Allan: person called Mrs Allan: and I was with Mrs Allan for about ten yea’,  about eight years, the same as I was with Mrs White, so I was with Mrs White for about eight years and I was with Mrs Allan for about nearly eight, eight years and then she died, because she come ill when she went on holiday or something, and that, and they thought she’d got a germ or something, a germ so she went, had to go to a special hospital, but when they operated on her they found that it wasn’t a germ, she had something else, probably... wrong with her in her stomach, something like cancer I spose, so she died and her daughter took , and her daughter took us on, and her daughter wasn’t all that well and her daughter had to go to 
hospital and have a heart operation and then she died, as well so… And they had to find me another home.  Then I moved, then I moved from there to… Peacehaven, to another Mrs Allan, and there was only me there for a while and and for quite a long time. Then she should have had another person, when that person never - I don’t know what really [laughing] happened - never turned up, never, she never had this other person: and so, so I was the only person Mrs, Mrs, Mrs Allan had, the one at Peacehaven Promenade, South Promenade. And because, because I was living on the cliffs the authorities didn’t like me living on the cliffs, so, so she was having the bungalow built: and it, and it was nearly a year or so or so before the bungalow was nearly finished. And in the end they moved me because she kept on saying, ‘The bungalow’s not ready yet,’ and so the authorities said ‘Tony can’t, we can’t keep Tony here much longer because you, you have said ...’, she, I think something must have been said, that, that, she must have said this several times, that that the bungalow’s nearly finished but course in the end The, The Guardianship Society along the Old Shoreham Road moved me again. They moved me to the York Road and I was only there temporary while they found me another place, and when I was in York Road, I was there for about six weeks, then they found me another place with Mrs Spencer, up Evelyn Terrace and she had, she had two or three places and it was quite a big family affair, you know, with lots of boys and all that. And that, and she used to look after me. She used to have a flat, used to have a flat down the road, hire two rooms next door to where she, where we were, and I was one of them, what slept next door, and go next door to sleep and come back in the house during the day to get my food, and all that. Course I still went out and all that, and we saw television there, then we had our own television in our bedroom, and that was quite nice, because we could watch television for a little while in the evening and all that, then, and, and ...
So when was that, that you had your own television?

Oooh, well I’ve been independent, what, for about twenty years now isn’t it? Because because before I became to be independent from Mrs, from Mrs Spencer, I, I went, I went to Hove, York Road, York Avenue in Hove where Mrs, Mrs Mrs Pat Knight and 
her husband, to be trained to be independent. I was told it would take me two years to train but it only took me nine months and, and the person what was training me, Pat Knight, she said, ‘I’m going to tell the authorities that you’re already to go and to be independent.’  So she did and we, we after Christmas about twenty,  about eighteen, nineteen years ago when I was fifty-one and a half, we, I came up to where I’m living now, to have a look at the flat, and this is where I’ve been here ever since. And course when I first came to the flat, we were going to move in the following week, but they couldn’t, because it was very, very cold, and they’ve had some snow, and there’s no water on ‘cause the water got frozed, ‘cause when I was in, when I first came to this flat, there was no double glazing, no central heating, and nothing: there was metal frames and it was very, very cold. You had to put the heating, heating on in here and they had a little electric heating in the bedroom and that’s all, all there was, for quite a number of years. And course and course [laughing] the year, the year they, they did they were doing the, putting my, doing my kitchen first, they were going to do my, did my kitchen first – and when they started doing the kitchen, it got frozed up, and all that, and so I , so I had to be moved again for a few weeks. And while they were doing, while they moved me for a few weeks, thought they did the kitchen, the kitchen, they decided to put the central heating in ‘cause they were only down the road, down in …Beatty Avenue down the road, that’s where they started from, about six months before. And so they decided to put my central heating in while I was, while I was away. And I came back and we had central heating and that helped a bit but, but it was still cold in certain parts because we had these metal windows and all that but, it did take the heat, but in the summer it didn’t really matter in the summer. But, but it was about three or four years before they put double glazing in, it must’ve been about six years before they put the double glazing in and all that. Then that did help, a bit, quite a bit, made all the, made lots of difference when they changed the windows, and all that… and ‘cause now I’ve been, I’ve been alright, because,  because we used to get frozed up because, where the water, water pipe is,  runs, runs from the kitchen, there used to be a ventilator and, and the ventilator was open, but now it’s shut, and so the cold air doesn’t come out the pipes no more…And course, course, like I said, everything’s changed and all that, and I’ve had the kitchen 
changed, again, had it modernised and I’ve had bedrooms done out, and I’ve had carpet put down and all that. So I’ve, that’s why I say, I ‘m thoroughly enjoying being independent and all that, and I do a bit of gardening in the front, and all that. And I’ve got lovely plants all the way round the room which I look after… and all that, and I’ve got television.

So was this the first place that you …you had a television of your own?
Oh yeah, yeah it’s my own television.  It’s only the, well, the third television I had. Well the first one I had, we bought for about five pound when I was up Mrs White, no no, not M - Pat Knight, sorry Pat Knight, the person what was training me: and it was only a small television that I had at first, then I bought my bigger one, because I had that for about nearly ten years course then that went and I had, had to get this one.; ‘cause I’ve got one in the bedroom as well now so.  Now we’re thinking of having the box or something, having the extra channels sometime this year. Could be in, in months to come I think… And what else can I say?

So, so what about your gardening?  You finally got to do some gardening in your own 

Little patch.
Yeah what do what sort of things do you grow?

Well I, I used to grow wallflowers and daffodils and tulips. I’ve got the daffodils coming up now, with all this rain we’ve had, and it’s only, what, the end of ... the end of January,  the middle of January  ...

Mm, mm.

... innit?
And I put them in later this year, the same as I did the year before: I didn’t put them in till November, because, because of the [inaudible] they come up too quick and course they, now now I looked at them this morning or and on Sunday Derek [???] and they come up through the ground. You got to be very careful you don’t get any sharp frost or somethink…

So when you think back to when you were told that you wouldn’t be able to work in gardening and you, you gardened at Hamilton House...
 [both talking] 

Yes.

You gardened here. 

Yes.

What what, how do you feel about that?

Well it makes you, it makes you look… it made me feel, look, terrible really because, because I knew I could do things if they let me have a go, but course, in the early days they wouldn’t, you see; because of my disa... handicap and because the person who I lived with, I did mention, I don’t know if I mentioned what, what she said, but I won’t mention it again because it’s not… I don’t think she meaned it, but she said, ‘You’re, you’re very disabled and all that, and you can’t do nothink.’  But that’s what she told me the last time I went down to the Town Hall, told these people at the court, you know, so then that’s where we got, got on to, found out about the Society, Spastics Society which is now Scope.

Yeah: and you were saying that, when you were with Mrs White she used to give you a shilling pocket money.  Was it...
With Mrs Wood.  

And how, how ... when did that increase? How long were you, you had a shilling pocket money for how long?

Ooh for years…I think, I think it was almost up to the, I think, it went on to the sixties, I think.   It was quite a long time. It was right through the fifties, I know.

Right so you...
And it was going into the sixties, I was still with Mrs White. 

So you were in your twenties and then thirties?  

It was there, it was there, where it went from a shilling to five pound. 

When, and when did ...   [both talk together]

I think it was ten pound and then five pound. That’s right. 

So when did it go up to sort of five pounds? 

Oh, I, I think it was in the ... early sixties, early sixties.

So you would have been in your early thirties then?

That’s right. No I think it was before then, I think I as twenty...  twenty, twenty-eight or twenty-nine.
But right up until then it was just a shilling?
Yes oh yes, it was quite a long time. Yes. 

So what, what would you ... you say you went to the cinema: what else were you able to, to spend with your shilling? 

Well I didn’t go to the pictures, well we did go to the pictures with this shilling, but the trouble is I, as I say, some weeks I don’t think Mrs Wood used to give it to me, that’s why I went down to the cinema, but when I was with Mrs White, and it went up to five pounds that’s when I went to the pictures a bit more, and I bought some sweets out of it and all that, you know: I had a bit more money to spend. But it did went up to a fiver and I’m not quite sure if it went up to ten pounds after five pounds, but, but now, now, they, I believe they get about twenty pounds a week something like that, for spending money now. You know those who, who can’t manage money themselves, because when they go on holiday they get around about thirty pound for the five day holiday, or somethink to spend, do you know what I mean?

Uumm.   But it, so it wasn’t until  you were in your twenties that you had a bit more money to spend and you could go to the cinema a bit more?

Yes it was late twenties, late twenties, it was late twenties.

Yeah, yeah, and....
It was all while I was with Mrs Wood, where this, this, this shilling pocket money,  but when I went to Mrs White it was still a shilling, a shilling, but then it went up to five pounds, but then, then I think it went up to ten pounds, while I was with Mrs White, because I got ten pounds when I was at Moulsecombe, Mrs, with Mrs Allan, you see.

Ah, and so did you, what sort of things did you used to spend your money on, apart from the cinema and sweets?

Spend my money on? Well I used to buy some, sometimes I used to buy some writing paper and all that, and I used to get on the bus and all that, I used to get on the buses and that as well. I used to go on the buses and that as well sometimes: and that. I used to make it do, do all week anyway… because, because I think it was right up to the 19, 1970’s that things used to be quite, quite reasonable and cheap, you know. It was in the seventies when, when things started to go up and up and up, you know.

And did, did you manage to save any money at all?
Oh yeah, I did save some money yes. 

Oh

Because the trouble ... well when I saved the money, I used to get this five pound most  of the time, like I say, probably every week, but also she had other money, well, they had that, people, well, in the foster care home had other money, but also it used to be for clothing, but, but when I went with Mrs, to Mrs Spencer, I, I had it, I had it, she’s told me I got a saving book for it. I didn’t know I even had a saving book, a Post Office saving book, I didn’t even know that. Didn’t know I had one. But she said, ‘You’ve got some money in it, so I’ve got...’ so she said, ‘I’m going to give you, the money is ten pound a week.  I’m gonna give you five pounds still, but’ she said ‘the other five pounds is going to go in the, into your… savings,’ and that’s where it went you see. 

So do you know how long you’d had the savings book?

I have no idea.  Nobody told me. No, honestly nobody told me.

Mm.  Mm.  And what, and did you use your savings for anything? Were you saving up for anything particular, or....
No cos, cos I didn’t know I had one until Mrs Spencer, when Mrs Spencer told me: she said, ‘I’m gonna give you five pounds still, and the other ten, the other five pounds is going to go into your savings.’ And I was told that some of that five pounds was for my clothing as well. 

And do you know how much money was in the savings when you were told?
Well something like, over five hundred over six hundred pounds, something like that. That’s because over the, over the number of years I think.
Yeah 
Something like that; you know, it could be four hundred, but, you know, say four hundred to six hundred but, well I’m not quite sure.

Yeah.

But quite a bit, but, but when it was handed to me from Mrs Spencer I had over a thousand pounds in there, in there, and that so ...
And when you, when you had, when you realised you had a thousand pounds were you tempted to spend it, or...
No.

No.

No I wasn’t.  I thought, ‘That’s a, that’s a bit of luck then, innit?’
[laughs]

Yeah, bit of luck.  But also, when I was with Mrs Spencer, we did, we, in the later years, not at first, because I’d been with Mrs Spencer for about eight years, or might be ten years, cos each home I went to is between ten, eight and ten years, each, each of the three homes I went to, ‘cept the one I went at Peacehaven, I was only there for about nine, nine and a half months; but, but, but Mrs Allan, well Mrs Allan and Mrs Spencer, and Mrs White, sorry Mrs White and, Mrs White and Mrs Allan and Mrs Spencer, I was more like twenty–eight years because, because it was nearly thirty years I’d been with the three; and all that: and, and that’s what I did, but when I was with Mrs Spencer, at near the end, we went on some coach trips, on the seafront, for the afternoon. Didn’t come back round about teatime. Then we did one or two day, day trips like that, and then we went, and then we went to Jersey. Mrs Spencer took some, took the ones what’s able, to go to Jersey. But we went on Friday night, by coach, down to Weymouth and onto the ferry all night, then stayed in Jersey all day and came, then come back teatime from Jersey, home, and you’d get home late at night, from, from Weymouth: and that was interesting that was, cos we did that two or three times and we did, we did Newhaven to Dieppe once with her as well.  But that was strange because, because, because we was, we were in Dieppe and we got into Dieppe and Mrs Spencer said, ‘Wait, don’t ... all wait until all the people get off.’   Now I was looking over the railings, and this bloke was putting his fists up at, at me; I don’t know he was putting his fists up at me. Mrs, Mrs Spencer said, ‘Don’t take no notice’ she said, ‘they don’t like us’. So…I remember that; and I thoroughly enjoyed my, going round Dieppe for the day and all that but you had to be careful when you crossed the road. You might be crossing the road on the crossing, and you’d get halfway across and the lights changed and everybody started to move bbbrmm bbrrrmm they started to go: it was very dangerous, because I, I remember standing in the middle of the island and the car passed me and I thought ‘Gosh!  That’s dangerous’ cos you couldn’t get across the road so quick, because there was other people in front of yer. I thought, ‘How do they allow that in that countries?’ 

Why was the, why was the chap shaking his fist at you?

Do not know, well Mrs Spencer thinks, she told us, you know, the [?] people, they don’t respect us.  She, she said to me, ‘Don’t take no notice of that’ she said, cos she saw it, cos she’s looked over, cos that’s when she said, ‘Don’t go. We won’t go yet until everybody gets off’. And course she, y’know, she looked over, and of course she saw this person putting his fists up… That’s what she said, she said, ‘The French, a lot of the French don’t like us’ cos he was an elderly bloke as well.

Uumm, I’m going to change the tape over this time because it’s just about to finish.
[End of Tape 3 side B] 

