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Tape 4                                                                                                          Tony Wilson

[inaudible] 

Yeah. So this is Tony Wilson, Tape 4.  I was just going to say to you, looking back over your whole childhood...
Umh, umh.

How would you describe it over all:  your childhood?
Very, very hard. Cos it did seem hard at times: specially when you, when you really didn’t know much about life and, and where was you… I knew that I’d, I had a mum, but nobody knew where she was or what happened to her because there was a war on, nobody knew what happened. Nobody would tell me. And course I, and it looked if I, looked if I was the only child in the w’, in the, from the family, on my own, and that,  because the trouble is,  things did get har’, very hard, and cos, even when I was in hospital, up, just before the war finished when I had the, when I was nine, nine years of age, I went up to Stanmore Hospital: I’ll tell you this again, cos I don’t know whether I did mention this, I went up to Stanmore Hospital, in Stanmore in 1944, November, 1944, and I was up there for, till almost the end of February, 19...45, and it seemed very, very strange, when I was there, because when I first went there, there was only four of us in the ward, for the first three or four, the first three or four nights; nights, days I mean nights and days, because they’d just opened the hospital up again, because they closed the hospital down most of the war because of the Germans and the doodlebugs, but also and, I don’t, I don’t know if they opened the hospital before that, because before that, before they opened it up again for the children and the, and the, and the grownups, there, there was a big, big place it was, in the big fields, they had these wooden huts and that’s where the army and the airforce and the navy, and the navy people were coming, to the hospitals, from the war, and that did see, that did, that was very strange, because we didn’, I didn’t know much about that [?] what was going on, you see and… as time went on, and winter went on, the wards got full up, and, and I think it was after Christmas or something when, in January after 
Christmas, they took me to the swimming pool. I was alright for the first day, or the first two times, but the second time I got nervous. I think it’s because I got nervous: I did mention this, I remember now, I did mention this in my early one, that that this young fellow got under the, in the middle of the, the swimming pool and laid down the bottom, and he did that for about three minutes, and the physio what was looking after me said, shouted at him to get up. She said, ‘Don’t do that!’ she said, ‘you lay down there and you…I, I have to get someone to dive in to get you out.’ But he did get up and she did tell him off, and I think that’s what frightened me, you know.  He did that several times when I went, but I was only in there, only, only in the swimming pool for very short time and she only had me for about quarter of an hour, because she had lots of other people [laughs] to see, to see to cos she was on her own. Because then she had to get a nurse to, to wipe me down and take me back to the ward, back to the ward.

So there were, there were war wounded in the hospital were there?
Oh yeah, yes, there were soldiers. I don’t know if I mentioned this, there were soldiers and airforce, and all that.

So did, what sort of sights did you see?
Well we didn’t see, the trouble is we didn’t many wards, army wards because they were wooden huts. Ours was a brick one. Whether they, whether they, the army was there, the army was there, I don’t know. They had these wards and they, they said ‘It’s, it’s safe to bring, bring people back,’ cos, cos what I was told while I was up in the, up in Stanmore, that, that they closed the hospitals down when the war, after the war started, because of the bombs and the doodlebugs, and they sent people all over the country; people up to Scotland, while I was in the hospital there. Sent them all the way up to Scotland, to stay in hospital, while they were getting operations, and getting better, but, but in, but in, in 1943, ooh no, no 1944, that’s right, 1944 when, 
[background noise] November 1944, they started taking people back, and that’s when I, when I went up there, there was only five of us in the ward. That’s when we were told, we were told, because, because they closed the hospital down. Like I said, as the time went on, we knew about this, we heard about these, these army people up here as well.  But we didn’t know, didn’t know until they put me outside once that these wooden huts, well, I could see these wooden huts in the, in a in a big field, and that’s where the army were… and that’s… [inaudible].  But the trouble was, when you had your operation, they had to take you from one hospital and take you to, to the middle building, and it used to be, used to, we were down in the cold weather and wrap you up and take you down to the operation theatre outside, into the narrow building. That was very strange… Yeah. 

And were you scared, or...
No. I was too young. I was scared going down to the operation because I remember, when I had my tonsils out, I had the, the first gas thing, what they used to give you, like a frame and it had cotton wool, and they used to put it over your nose, and I remember that, but this, the next time I went, it was a rubber thing: a rubber thing, they put over your nose and I just went off…Umm. 

That must have been very strange though.

It was, yeah.  Mm. Mm.  

Umm                                              [both talking together]

Yeah. The other thing I’m - meant to ask you about. You were saying when you got your birth certificate... 
Uum?

... that you realised you’d been celebrating the wrong birthday all of your life.

Yeah?
Can you tell me a little bit about what some of your birthdays were like, as a child?

Well they, like I said, you told me when I, about my first Christmas presents.  I didn’t get many, I didn’t have many presents at all, not even birthday cards for a long time.  I believe I only had one or two birthday cards from Mrs White. I didn’t get none from Mrs Woods. I think MrsWhite gave me, once or twice gave me a birthday card, but that’s all.

So...
I might have had a present, but, but, but I don’ can’t remember. The only presents I, I bought on my birthday, is what I did with my pocket money.

So you had to buy your own birthday present? 

Well I bought a present on my birthday. I think it was, I think it was a picture and you coloured it in, or something like that, or a bit of drawing paper.  I did buy some drawing paper once, and I drawed my own pictures you know but…

So you’re saying your first Foster Mother didn’t give you a birthday card? 

No, no. Not during the war, no.

Um: and then Mrs White, sometimes, but not always?

Well I didn’t think she did. She didn’t do it at first, but she did it near the end, you know what I mean?  Cos I was there for quite a number of years and she, near the end 
I think she must have gave me some birth... I remember her giving me some birthday cards, but must have been near the end, but not at first…

So, you’re saying you can remember, you can remember it being your birthday?  

Oh yeah.

And not having a card?

Yeah, but I never, I never got, I never got any toys or anythink, no…[pause]

So, so how did, how did how did that feel to have a, a birthday with no cards and no presents?

Well you, well you just, ‘cept it, because I, I just ‘cept it, because I didn’t have any family or anything, you, you just, well you think, you thought ‘Well, not everybody gets that: only people’s got money gets, gets those sort of things, you know what I mean? That’s what you thought… you know… cos I spose, I spose I wasn’t the only ones what did, did get anything on my birthday: cos even today, even today in the poor world a lot ‘em don’t get nothing do they? [telephone rings] oh!

Want me to stop this? 

[break in recording]

Sorry about that, but there’s not a lot you can do. 

Yeah [laughs] so… but how do you, how , I mean, what about other people in your home:  did, did they have birthdays, that, you know...
Oh yeah, they had birthdays. 

But were they ... what I’m saying is, were they, were they the same as yours, they didn’t get any cards and presents or...
Well one or two got presents, and probably got a birthday card, but I didn’t see ‘em cos they, because they didn’t ...  they either had it in their bedroom, and all that, had their presents: I know one, one or two got birthday ca.. , birthday presents and birthday cards and all that but, but one or two, one or two of the others didn’t either. 

So, so I mean how did you feel about that, that some people got-
Well I thought, I thought, ‘Well, I’m not the only one,’ I thought to myself.  ‘I’m not the only one.  There’ll probably be more people, people than me w’out, out having birthday cards because, because even in those days, not everybody, not everybody had a birthday card, not in the poor people, not like they do today. But even today you might find a few people don’t, don’t get birthday cards because, because they don’t ...  they either they don’t want it or they, they, they, they want the family to give them money or something, you know, or take them out for the day but ... but I never, never got either of those, anything like that, like… like taking you out for the day or something like that, you know.

So, so summing up, what do you think are the, the best things in your life? 

Well the best thing in, in my life… in the early – well I’m just trying to think in the early days…was, was was when I first went on my first outing to Windsor with the Society which is called ‘Scope’ now, and that was my first ... good day, and all that …and, and then, then, then when I become independent…become, when, when I was told, told I was gonna, like, to learn to be independent and I said ‘yes’ and that was …that was a lot better, and when I become independent, it’s even more, and even more, because what I had to do, I done lots and loads and loads of things. And loads of trips and loads of holidays and, and going out and all that…and even this year I’ve been to the pantomime, that’s what, I’ve been to the pantomime, and this coming 
Sunday I’m going to see the ice show, the, Hollywood on Ice it’s called this year. I’m going down to see that at the Brighton Centre, this coming Sunday.

Uum. Oh right                       [both talk together]
Yeah

That’ll be good.

Yeah
Ahh. And… talking about, you mentioned the Spastics Society a number of times and...
Yeah.

What did, how what how did you feel when, when…when it, they said they were going to change the name to ‘Scope’?  Did you, what was your, your feeling about that?

Well, I thought I thought it would be better really, because, because a lot of us, well me, I didn’t really take notice of it really, because I just thought it was just a, something helping us, cos we are all spastic in a way, and, and because a lot of the people who really are spastics don’t like, didn’t like the name, so it didn’t really, it didn’t really bother me, changing it to ‘Scope’ at all.  I think it was a good idea. 

So you didn’t like the name, ‘Spastic’?
Well like I said earlier it didn’t bother me, at all.

Right...

Because I was spastic, because I’m a spastic, and the g – because, because I haven’t got any parents or anything, it didn’t really bother me at the time: and cos, and cos is lots, we were lots of, lots of us [others?] and all that, went on holidays and went, course went to Europe and almost across Europe, and nearly round the world, some of them do, don’t they?  Because that’s where they wanted the name changed because they, they mixed with more people, because I - didn’t mix, mix with a lot of people, at all, where, where a lot of the others did, and, and they could, they could ‘gotiate [phonetic] and all that, and they met lots and lots of people, and a lot of them got married with people, single people; able-bodied people as well: so that’s, that’s what I think what’s helped what helped to change the name, through those people which, which travelled the world and which, and all that sort of thing. Because in the early days, the early holidays, there, there, there was, they were holidays but they was holidays which I haven’t, I don’t know if I mentioned this, I went down to ... down to Westcliffe, and and that was in, that was in 19.. I think 1960 somethink, went down to Westcliffe, down near Southend, and that was a Spastic holiday home there: and I went there for a week, and I think I think the society, the society which was going, was, was, which helped to pay for the holiday, because I remember when we went to Westcliffe, we only paid £10 towards our holiday, so the other money must have come from the Society. And during each year, I think, this was not the first year, the fir.., the second year when I went on holiday down there in August for a week, I met Bob, Bob Monkhouse, cos he had one of his sons disabled, and, and that’s where I met him and all that, but he, he didn’t stay there, he only brought his son down, and then he had, then he had a home he.. a nurse, a home help to look after his son for a week: or perhaps a fortnight. Some of them stayed for a fortnight. So that was the first holiday, but then, then, then they, then we went to Clacton-on-Sea. But then that one was a bit dearer: that one was about forty pounds or fifty something a week, and and so we had to pay a bit more for that one, which the authorities paid, which the DHS used to pay half in those days, they did, they paid for it for quite some time and…of course and then they had another one, the one at Westcliffe, they had to close, because the regulations, the fire regulations: because, because you couldn’t get in the front of the with the wheelchairs, you had to go up the side of the, of the building, and go in a lift 
down and it was ever so windy, when the wind blew, and they had to go in that way, so they closed that one down because the, it wasn’t fireproof for the, for the chairs properly, cos of the, the lift was up the side and you had to go up the side and it was very windy.  So they closed that one down and opened another one in Bognor, and that one was quite nice. And of course they had another holiday which I never went, one up North, in Scarborough. Because these days they got, they ain’t got any of them,and…cos cos the disableds go, go abroad a lot more now, don’t they?  Don’t they, and all that; I think that’s what’s done it.  Because in the winter time, to keep going they, they, they took in disabled pensioners, and all that didn’t they?  Pensioners what, which didn’t have a holiday, had to have it in the winter. And course when it got s’, when it got so dear DHS used to pay right up to, to over £200 a week. Well when it got to near enough three hundred, they stopped all that, and we had to pay for it, and of course I think that’s where they lost the ... where they decided, lost a lot of money and they had to cl.. , start closing the holidays down cos people were going abroad as well.  I think that’s what’s happened you see. I do remember that, but but at first we, when we first went to the Society, we didn’t have to pay any anything at all so I spose, I spose I paid £10 a week and the DHS paid the other bit, when we first went to Westcliffe, I remember that.  I thought ‘That’s a cheap holiday!’ at first. But you know I realised afterwards that, that, that somebody paid for the, the other bit, must,  there’d have been about £20 a week or, something like that, or £30 a week… Because, because the trouble is, the Westcliffe one, you looked after yourself mostly and the family, it was a family hotel, that one was, which the Society opened up, and you met the families and all that, you see and, and there, there was staff there, there was staff giving you, bringing you meals and all that, and a cook and there was somebody in charge: but during the day, there wasn’t anybody much there, only, only the per’ – the one in charge and his helper, and when we used to go, when we used to out, we used to go round the bedrooms and tidy up the bedrooms that’s all they did, but, but, but there was nobody there like, that they had down Clacton to take people, to take people to toilet and all that.

Unmh. 

They had to be the families and all that, do it, know what I mean?

Unmh.

And that. You see that’s why that one was [inaudible] but that went up so, ever so dear in the end. Ummm.

And, when, when you used to go out in these holiday resorts, what, what, what sort of reaction did you get from, from people?

Well, well lot. We got a lot of reaction.  We used to go along the seafront with the people, and, we used to go to theatres, to shows and, and that, and that: not the one at Westcliffe cos, cos that was the family one at first, but when it got to Bognor, when it went to Bognor [sound of something being dropped] they, they, they, they opened it up for, you know, for everybody and that, that got a bit, bit special, because they had, they had staff there all, all the time, they had staff there all the time. And, the one at Clacton, they had staff there all the time but also they used to take you out, take you round Suffolk and Norfolk and Essex and all that. So I used to go along the seafront during the day when, when you had time as well. Umm.

Umn and were you generally welcomed where you, where you went? 

Ooh yeah, you were welcome, yeah you were welcome. Yeah. 

Umm. Umm  

Yeah.

Okay so we talked about some of the sort of the best things in your life: what’ve been sort of the worst things? 

…Well, the worst thing, it was during the war, where you, where you were, I was isolated, know what I mean? Though she had one or two other boys there, but they couldn’t do nothink either, you know…And she had a blind person there and  I spoke to her a few times, but you couldn’t speak to her all the time, because you didn’t know what to say, cos you were so young and all that, but, you know, but it was very, very hard, that that was the only thing: that was my hardest time in my childhood, my childhood. It was very, very hard… and sometimes it seemed very, very sad you know.  And Mick [?]... also I always thought, I wish I could lead my life again, you know: start my life all over again, you know: that’s how I feel sometimes; and not so much now, but in the early days.   

What would you change?

Well. Well, well, the trouble is if I died, I would have to come back in the world and start all over again, [laughs] start it all over again: I would. Yeah, that’s how I felt. Put it that way. Because so handicapped, you were paralysed all down one side as well, you see, and cos, cos there was nobody to, to help you much when you were a child, and course the foster homes I, I went to there weren’t, there wa’n’t young people. There were people in the mid ages and all that sort of thing, so I didn’t have a young person really, was all [inaudible] what would’ve been better, most probably. Yeah. 

And what else would you change?
Eh?

What else would you change?

Well, what else would I change? Like I said, I, the only thing I would change is, is if I did come back in the world is, is the being to be me again…and see what I could do in my life next time, you know.  It was very, very hard, cos even when I was a teenager, you wasn’t allowed to go out with girls.  No: that’s why I told you about, about when 
I went to to, to The Guardianship Society, which was called the Federation – the Avondale Centre, it’s called the Avondale Centre now, along the Old Shoreham Road. We used to go to, the men and the boys, cos I used to be a boy and the men as well, cos some of them were men, had to, had to leave, immediately left Old Shoreham Road by, at 12.o’clock. We had to be away from the Seven Dials by 1.o’clock, out the area. If, if, if we were caught with one of the girls we would get in serious trouble and we’d be put away. That’s what they used to do in those days. Put people away or in institutions or something if, if you were caught. So you had to keep, so you had to behave, behave yourself in those days. 

Right.
Otherwise you would be put away.

Did, did you know of people that had, that happened to?
Well I think one or two must’ve got, got, got put away, cos I never, never saw them saw them again, after a while. So...
What, what were you told, about girlfriends?

Well what I was told by the, by, who was it, I think it was Mrs, Mrs White at, at Southall Avenue, she, she said, ‘You’ve got to be very, very careful’ she said. ‘If, if somebody from The Guardianship Society see you with a girl, they could, they could take you, take you in up the office, and, and hand you in, and all that, and you could be put away for it. 

Put, put away where?
In, in an institution or a hospital, or hospital like Pouchlands [???] I don’t know if you’ve heard of Pouchlands Hospital? It’s not there no more. That’s up, right out in the country, up near Chailey.

And what, what ... [both talking together]

It’s not there no more.

Oh right: and what kind of a place was that, do you know?

Well that’s where, that’s where people, people who were, didn’t have any, any parents, or people what done wrong or something like that or, in their life but, in their life, because I was told when that, even, even, even when I was young, a lot of young people if they got pregnant and their parents, their par..  and they’ve got to found out by their parents, and the parents didn’t like it, they’d go to the authorities, and the authorities used to put them in, in hospital: that’s why there were so many institutions. You’ve heard of institutions, ain’t yer?

Uh. 

There was so many institutions, that’s what I, that’s what I was told.  A lot of them got people put away because, because of that and they shouldn’t of been there. 

Mm.
You see? But now they’ve got all these group homes what they have for disabled people, now don’t they, group homes and all that now, don’t they?

Umm…

Yeah.

And so …did, did you ever, did you ever have a girlfriend, when you were young? 

Well on holi.. on holiday I did, yeah I did meet, meet at Clacton, I did meet Wendy, Wendy.  I can’t, can’t think of her first name now. Wendy: I’ve got a photograph of her somewhere indoors here. And, because she, she died, about three or four, about three or four years after I knew her: and I didn’t know that until I went on, to Clacton on holiday and they, I said, ‘Where, where is she this year?’  She said, ‘She died’ and I said, ‘Nobody told me. No, nobody contacted me and told me she died.’ So I think she must’ve died with cancer because she smoked a lot. She smoked very heavy, you know; she was only in her fifties or fifty somethink, that’s all.

And and how old were you? 
Thirty, weren’t I?
Right, right.

It’s over 30 years ago. And this is, this ring what I’ve got on my hand now, is over thirty years old, that is. 

So is that the ring, that you... 
She bought me yeah. 
Yeah.

And, and I bought her one.
[pause]
And so, so did you just meet on holiday? Or did you...
Yeah, just met on holiday, that’s all. Each year, you know…Yeah…

And where, where was she from?

Ooh, I can’t remember now. It’s down in, in, I believe it’s in Worcestershire somewhere.  In that area: Worcestershire. She had a little, bungalow. I think it was Worcestershire: something that begins with ‘W’ anyway. 

Umm

It, it was quite a way, but, you know… cos, cos the trouble is, cos I was only a friend and I, and I spose they, they forgot to let me know, but, you know.  Well, I s’pose the people in Clacton did anyway: cos the people where she was wouldn’t have known, you see, so... Cos she was mostly independent herself you see? But I should imagine she must’ve had cancer or something, I should imagine… and that cos her smoking and that, so… it’s the only girl I’ve had. 

And so, I mean, well, so how many times did you meet her in, in, in all?

Well every, every, every September, beginning of September, and I think it must’ve been about three to four years that’s all.

And you, you didn’t didn’t go to her place?

Ooh no, no, no. No, never went to her place, no. Because I don’t think, I don’t think Mrs, I don’t think Mrs White, no, Mrs Spencer would’ve allowed it, Mrs Spencer, that’s right, it would’ve been at Mrs Spencer by then, I don’t think she would’ve allowed it cos, because she didn’t, she didn’t even want me to become independent really, and [inaudible???] ‘He’s gotta be,  he’s gotta be trained to do something,’ you know: you know, to do things, you know, and course in the end they had, they had to tell her, she thought I was going to come back at one stage: well I would’ve done if I 
didn’t, if I didn’t of got on so well, but when they told her I think she must’ve had a shock, that he’s, he’s going to be independent ...
Mm.
... cos at, at first they, they wouldn’t tell her. They’d  only tell [?] her ‘He’s going to go and, learn to do something, to be, to learn to do things’ and that, and, but she had an idea but she couldn’t do nothing much about it but, they did tell her in the end, and they, they, she said, they did tell her that he might be coming back, but in the end they told her he, he, I wasn’t, so, I don’t know how she felt about that but ...
You never saw her afterwards?
Umm yeah I did. I did go up …once or twice to see her. She asked me how I was getting on. I said ‘I’m getting on alright, you know, alright.’  Yeah I did yeah.

Umm and how did she react?

Well she said, she said, she did say ‘Well, well, I’m glad you are getting on alright’ and all that but she didn’t say ‘I didn’t think you would’ and all that, but that’s what I was told you know, they had, they had to, they had to keep it a bit, down a bit, just in case, just in case, you know, if they’d told her, ‘He’s was going to be, go out and, you know,  ...’ she would only have come, she would have had a row and couldn’t, say ‘He wouldn’t’ [???] but they did, did, did say something that ‘He’s going, he’s going there to learn to, to learn do somethink, learn to do the houseworking or somethink,’ but, but she must have had an idea but, but they didn’t, they said she, they did tell her ‘She, he might be coming back after a while, but, but cause in the end I didn’t, did I?

Well you proved quite a few people wrong didn’t you? 

Yeah  [both talk together]

   - one way or another

Yeah, yeah, yeah I did, did prove a lot of people yeah. Yeah. 

And sorry I didn’t quite catch your, your, your girlfriend’s name, what was it?
Urm? We.., Wend, Wendy something. Wendy. Sorry Wendy. I can’t think of her, her her, surname.

Oh, yeah okay.

It’s Wendy. That’s right Wendy. I’m trying to think of her surname, I can’t. 

Umm [both talk together] so what sort of-
 Get down in the study or something.
Yeah what sort of things you, you’d do with Wendy on holiday when you met her?

Well, we, we went out, along the seafront.  Course we out, out on a minibus and all that, you know, and that.  And that… course we went, went down to the pub, in the evening as well, cos that was just down the road on the seafront, and that. Like I say, it was only, it was only three to four years, and that was that. 

So you, I mean, meeting once a year you must’ve, must’ve really looked forward to Septembers. 

Indeed, I did and because, as I say, the last time I went down there. That’s the last time I, I went to Clacton because, because after that they said Clacton was closing down, you see so...
So you, did you send each other cards or anything like that?
Christmas cards yeah - …       

[End of tape 4, side A]

Side B

So how did, how did it feel when you, when you turned up at Clacton, and were told that Wendy, Wendy was dead? I mean how...
Well it, it was a shock to me because, because, cos she, I said, ‘When did she die?’ ‘Well’ she said, I think she, I think she died round about November, I think they said, or somethink, early, it was early, late in the year, the year before, or early the year that I was going on holiday, but I can’t remember. It was quite some months after I knew, over six months after I knew about it. 

Umm.
And that, and I said, ‘Where’, when I got there I said, ‘where is she, where is she? [rustling noise] Wendy, where is Wendy?’ and then they, they said, ‘She’s died’ you know.  You know, and I thought, ‘Ohh’ I thought, ‘That’s strange, nobody told me’, but then, there you are. 

And there, there were no signs of it the year before?
No, no, no… 

Ummh.

And course the trouble is, I did, I did go, I think, try to once on holiday at Christmas time with her, but the last Christmas I didn’t, you see. The last, the last Christ..., you know the last year, when Clacton’ when Clacton was closing down the year before, the last Christmas I didn’t, you see, and because it was a year before, I was looking forward to seeing her again, and course I didn’t, you see. 

Umm

You see.

So what, what was Christmas like at Clacton?

Oh very good: we had good parties, good dancing, and all that and, and I think they went along the pub and all that as well, and, we had quite good Christmases there, yes.
So how many people would go?

Well I can’t, I can’t say how many, how many hold people it would hold, it was full up anyway… It was full up, and all that. But, but it, but it was very, very cold up there: ooh it was. I remember going up there and, and, of course the trouble is, when I went up two or three times on, Christmas time, I went on, I went up on the train on my own, where, where before they used to take me up on the minibus. But at Christmas time I had to do it on my own, and I did it alright…And, then they, then they would meet me up, either meet up the station, or once, the last time I went up there Christmas time, I had to get, I went there myself, all the way from the station to the, to the Bedford ‘otel. But, but it’s, but I enjoyed it but, but I remember one year when I think it did get some snow up in Clacton and, and all that, and all that, but I managed it alright.  And it’s very strange to what it was in the summer, because Christmas time, though most of the hotels were probably full up, like the Bedford one, 
and there was, there was Butlins down the road, but you never used to see many people on the seafront, and round the, and round the amusement places because it was so cold, I s’pose. 

Mm.
Very strange   [both talk together] 

Yes

It felt very strange.

Mm.

Yeah I think it was, as I said, I think it was about three times I think I did it, or twice. I know I did it twice. But course time, except the time went so quick and of course there was no ... no, I just remembered when you … when you talked, asked me about Wendy, you see, so… [pause] Yeah, they were good old days really, when I did meet her but, that’s, that’s, that’s the only person I’ve had in my life, girl:  and course she was older than me as well.   Course she would be, be in her nineties now, if she was alive yeah…

Umm.      [pause]

And thinking, thinking now about, about your life now…
[inaudible] [Kettle on now???]

Yeah. 

Well I think that, I think it’s alright now, because I because I, I don’t expect it did to improve too much now, because of my age. If I was younger, say about thirty to forty, I’d probably be doing a lot more things, and probably have a girlfriend. Because I’m seventy now, it doesn’t bother me so much: having a girlfriend, or, and that, and cos I’m,  cos I think it’s getting a bit, a bit late to do lots of other, other things, you know, going, getting around, and ...

Mm.

... doing things, you know, more myself, you know. Because of my age, I just like to take things a bit steady now...
Mmm.
and all that.

I mean, how, how do you think ageing’s affect you, affected your cerebral palsy? 

Well not too bad at the moment. I’m very, very lucky in a way because I’m not in no pain and I’m come - I am seventy now: and course most people don’t think I’m seventy.  Not even with my voice, you see so…So, so, so I’m, I’m very very lucky that I can still get around without a walking stick. But, but I’m feeling that I’m, I have to be very, very careful when I’m, when I’m walking around now, because strange things do happen, like it did, like it did last week. Very strange things happening.
What, can you, can you tell what happened last week?

Well what happened last week I got off got off the bus at Preston Circus, along the Preston Road, and I’ve stepped onto the pavement, and when I got my other leg down, I just went down: and, and that, and that should never happen: but somebody helped, somebody helped me up, but when I turned around to get up, I saw the, a big, a big 
dent in the pavement, and I think that’s where I [sound of hand slapping] put my foot, you know; I think that’s where I went down, because I, because as you, as you get off the bus, you’re gonna walk straight forward ain’t you? And I think that’s how I went down without notice because, because when I got, when you get off the bus you, you think it’s alright, but but it, but most of the times it is, but this time it wasn’t: there was a dent in the in the pavement, like that sink. 

Mm.
I mean, like that…Umm, and that’s why, that’s why you have to be very, very careful, you know, cos, cos I’ve, I’ve heard other people say they’re getting off buses or, or walking along the pavement and getting thereselves in pavement, ‘cause I’ve, ‘cause I’ve done that outside this, outside my house, up the top of my steps, until they did the, did that next door’s fencing and, and the pavement, did: before that, it did, it was very dangerous, and then, of course sometimes, when you, when I went out, you just forgot to remember it’s there, you see, cos, cos most of the time you should walk all normally shouldn’t you, when you get along the pavement, but you have to be very careful. That’s one thing, you’ve got to be very careful, when you get a certain age. 

Umm. So getting [Tony Wilson coughs] getting round round and about Brighton, how how is that generally for you?

Well not too bad, but, not too bad, because I’m, I’m mostly, when I, when I, I go on the buses when, if I’ve got nothing too big to do shopping or anything, but if I, I have to go down the town and do shopping, specially on a Friday or a Saturday, I always get a taxi back home: even on a Sunday. I might go down the bus on a Sunday and come back on a taxi, because the buses are, are so long in between: and of course I do get disability allowance for that, for my leg, and that’s why I spend my money on as well.  Disability: for taxis and all that: and that.

And how, how do you manage on, on your allowances and things?

Well I do manage. If I didn’t have Disability Allowance, I wouldn’t have, I wouldn’t be able to, to go on holiday so much: p’raps one holiday a year, or just five days or, or three days. But, but as I get Disa... Disability Allowance as well, I, I do spend it a little bit on going on holiday as well, and that does help. And also I, I do get a little bit extra food and all that. Like a little bit of drink, I have a little bit of drink when I fancy it, and all that sort of thing: like wine, or, or shandy and all that.  And I get a little bit extra sometimes, to eat, you know, but, but if it, if it wasn’t for the Disability Allowance, I, I’d be very, very careful how, how I spend the money. 

Umm.

I would.

I mean do you, do you think, being disabled costs more to live? Does it cost more to live than it...
Well it, it does if you have, if you don’t get the Disability Allowance, because you… because, because, if I didn’t have Disability Allowance and I am, am a pensioner, I would have to be very, very careful, because I would be travelling on the buses more, ‘stead of in the taxis. I know the buses are cheaper now, because they are cheaper than what they were before they, well they, they did all this card business like, getting the getting the bus pass and getting the, going half fare and all that, but, but in the last five years, they’ve, they’ve made a lot of special arrangements and all that, like, it used to be, it used to be two, two pound forty, if you didn’t have a card, for anybody in town to travel all up and down on the bus all, all day on, with a card, you know, just a, just a scratch card, or you’d go to the, get on the bus and ask, ask the driver for a saver. But the other week, it went up a bit, and it’s now, now it’s, now it’s two pounds sixty for the, for a day, but which is not bad, but, but for people with a card, the card half-price you go for two pound: it used to be two pound twenty-five, but now it’s two pound thirty, which, which has only gone up 5p for us, and 5p for the, for the day return and you can do it so many times as you like, on the bus. So it’s not too bad. 

Mm.
Like I said, I do get Disability Allowance for the taxi fares and that…

So.  Maybe as a sort of last thing that we could talk about, today, would be, could you describe, sort of, a typical day for you?  What you, what you do?

A typical day.  Well, well any, well most days’re [laughs] a bit are a little bit difficult, sometimes. What can I say? Well sometimes you, you do things, and you ... you go, you, you do, you do one or two things and then you got to do something or go back to something and you got to think, you got to think, what, what…what, what … you’re do- doing you see. One, and sometimes it can be very difficult: you, you, you, you, you go out, and you go down town, and you go and do your shopping and you come back and you forgot somethink.  Now I find that’s very difficult [laughs] sometimes. 

But, can you maybe describe what your routine’s like? 
Well I have got a routine: you see, like today, I, I had, I had my home help give me a shower, then I did my washing, and sometimes I go out, on a Wednesday afternoon, or sometimes I stay indoors. Then Fridays I, I got the home help coming in again, then I go shopping, then I do my ironing. Then Saturdays I, I mostly stay in on Saturdays: I do go out sometimes on a Saturday, then, then Sundays, I always get out on a Sunday, go down to The Golden Girl in Manchester Street: I’ve been doing this for a long time now, buying, buying my meal down there for one day: and then I, and then I either go, stay out for a while, which I do, then come home. I either go on the bus or taxi, but sometimes I get mostly taxis because the buses are every hour, or due an hour. Then, because I get this Disability Allowance I do that, and then… then: what was I going to say? Then on the … other days I go to the day centre: Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, I go to the Day Centres and I find that very, helps me a lot.

What sorts of things do you do there?
Well I do…we have a, we have a usual, a usual committee meeting and we do, we do art, and we do, we, sometimes I do, go to the writing class, which would, which I am, at the writing class on Monday afternoons because we’re doing a, trying to do, a, a newsletter, which, which they’re trying ... they done one newsletter last year, to see how it goes, but, but, but Michael wants some more newsletters done, so we’re doing one now and we might be doing, coming out every three months if it, if it goes off alright.  So we’re doing a newsletter, and we, and we do, I have done pottery and now we’re doing, at the moment, on Tuesday morning, on Tuesday mornings, we do history about Brighton. Somebody comes from the Brighton College, and we’re learning, doing learning a bit more about the history of Brighton, at the moment. And in and in the after, and in the afternoon we do, do drama, all sorts of games and drama games and all sorts.  That’s on Tuesday afternoons, and on Thursday mornings we do cooking, and Thursday afternoons we do, do art. That’s what I’m doing at the moment, cos I only go three days a week, Monday Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

Aaand how do you get there?

I get, I go by, I go by taxi, and I, and they bring me home.
Oh right    [both talk together]

Yeah                  [pause]

And what sorts of things do you do when you stay in: what sorts of things do you do at home?

Well I tidy out, tidy my place up, and, and tidy my place up, and do all my chores, and, and if I’ve got time I go out. If I don’t want to go out I sit, I sit and watch 
television and do a bit of reading sometime, sometimes do a bit of reading. Watch television in the evening.  

Umm…And what kind of things do you like to read?

Well anything in the paper, or, or sort of ... and most of the things I, I have read since I’ve been here is been about the gardening and all that, you know: and sometimes I go through the, through the  ... the train, I’ve got two or three train magazines, which I’m very fond of, going on trains. I go on the Bluebell Railway once a year with my keyworker. He takes me on there, cos the only, the only way I can get there is by car, so he takes me up there and we go on the train, once a year, Bluebell Railway. 

Uumm.

[pause]  

Don’t think there’s anything else I can say or...
Shall we stop there then?

Yeah.

Okay. 

Yes stop there. Yes, thanks very, very much.  

  [End of recording.]

